By ANDY HOOD
Fot the Camera

"‘I've worked in your orchards of

peaches and prunes.

"'I've slept on the ground by the light

of the moon.

**Atthe edge of your city you will fifd

us and them.

"'We come with the dust and we're gone with
the wind.”

“Pastures of Plenty"' Woody Guthrie

n a late Sunday afternoon, 45-year-old
Guadalupe Lara steps out of the shade
and helds his hands side by side to show
why he has the whole day off. His right
ring finger is swollen like a bloody balloon — a
striking contrast to the rest of his thick, callused
fingers, whichtestify to years of hard labor.

He says he ripped his finger open while loading
crates of vegetables onto a forklift at ‘‘la bodega"
— the warehouse at Tanaka Farms Inc. in east

Boulder County, Wheré he works. Bécaiise Lara |

can't close his fist, he has been out of work for
several weeks. And he has waited as long for his
workmart's compensation check to arrive.

“1 hope it arrives soon. | have no more mon-
ey,” Lara explains in Spanish. In his good hand,
he clutches a fistful of papers. He looks hopeless-
ly at the bureaucratic gibberish in English and
says he wonders if he'll ever get the money he's
been told he's entitled to. Then he shrugs and
pulls on his baseball cap. It reads, '‘The check is
in the mail."

*‘I don’t speak English,’’ says Lara, who's from
Mexico. *‘] need to get back to work so I can
eat."”

Lara is a migrant farm worker, just one of hun-

Guadalupe Lara at the barracks where he lives.

dreds who work on vegetable farrd in east Boul-
der County — and of thousands wha journey
annually to Colorado to find temporary and sea-
sonal jobs in the state's orchards, groves and
farms. :

The work is arduous and demanding and the
conditions heilish. When a crop needs to get in,

timing is cruciaand migrants may work up to 9T)

1,000 mi

$3.36 an hour. Overtime? No hay, amigo. Sick
pay? Tampoco. .

hours a week in the het, dog);\('iays of summer for

In Boulder County. there mgy be more than
, along with their families. They
work farms t at hire hundreds, such as the Tan-
akas, Mayedas and Sakatas, as well as smaller
B Continued onnext puge
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From page 3
farms that may hire only a few
workers to help out.

They live here temporarily in old
farm houses, trailers and barracks,
in conditions that some say resem-
ble those in the Third World — and
all within a half-hour of the man-
icured Pear! Street Mall. They come
in the spring to help with planting
and irrigation work and, when they
pack up and head out in the fall,
they leave behind a healthy harvest
of vegetables. The farmers depend
on the migrants to provide the
cheap labor that keeps their pro-
duce prices competitive — onions,
cabbage, spinach, broccoli and
squash, all harvested by hand.

The migrants' toil helps keep
America fed and U.S. food prices
the lowest in the world. But con-
sumers at the market often take the
wealth of colorful, fresh vegetables
for granted. They seldom make the
connection to the other side of the
story: a story of human sweat, hard
living, pride and even courage, the
story of the Boulder County migrant
farm worker.

Vigiting the Third World

S0 you want to visit the Third
World? Just drive east of town
along, say, Isabelle or Lookout
Road, past IBM and all the houses
near Niwot. Turn down any dirt
road and watch closely. Look for
trailers, old wooden farm houses
and bunk houses. This is where the
migrants live. Neatly tucked away
on rural farms, in the shadows, out
of sight of the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service.

Some observers say the migrant

Steven (far left) and David Salomon (center

evening with another friend.

housing is probably better than the
housing where the workers came
from, and that they should be
thankful it's free. Advocates for the
migrants say the conditions are
intolerable, and that no one should
have to live in such overcrowded,
unsafe and unsanitary situations.

There are migrant camps
throughout the Front Range, usually
on farm property. Read: No Tres-
passing. You could drive from La-
fayette to Longmont and never see
a migrant camp. You have to know
where they are, and even then,
sometimes they're hard to find.

) Veronica (holding gun) and Luis Reyes play outside their homes in the

Hudson, Gilcrest, Kenosha, Sugar
Mill, Quicksilver and Henderson are
just a few of the names of the larg-
er, more established camps, where
dozens of migrants live together in
isolated hamlets. Men traveling
without their families usually live
apart from the families with chil-
dren. At these larger camps, health
workers can bring in their outreach
programs, kids can be picked up for

~ migrant sinnmer school—and prob-
lems can be solved.

There are also countless smaller,
inconspicuous sites that at first
glance seem to be abandoned farm
houses or mobile homes. Sprinkled
throughout the area, these sites are
harder for health 'workers to find.

One migrant family (who asked
that their names not -be used) lives
in one of Tanaka Brotliers Farms'
family barracks, a wooden, white-
washed building divided into six or
eight separate apartments..[t's one
of the nicer units and it's used by
workers employed year-round. The
husband and wife share their three-
bedroom apartment with their five

| children—Their-oldest-daughter; re-
cently married, lives around back in
|_another apartment, —

The family has made the most of
it. Outside, a small flower garden
adds a splash of color to the -old,
decaying buildings and the dusty
parking lot.

The father first came up from
Mexico in 1979, finding work as a
picker for the Tanakas. In 1985 he
brought in tiie whole family. It cost
them $2,500 for the illegal crossing.
_Dependent _solely on_the hus-

band's income, the family is strug-
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Gilbert Hernandez, who will return
to his home In Texas after the har-
vest here, is bunching onions.

gling to get by — even with the

free housing. Clothes are expen-

sive, and the kids want to dress

like everybody else when they go

to school in Lafayette. To make a

little extra money, the wife sells

tortilla chips and coffee and occa-™
sionally washes clothes for some of

the male workers.

The family has suffered a string
of bad luck. Earlier in the year, the
father had to return to Mexico for
his own father's funeral. To help
out, friends came over and filed
by, slipping him a few rolled-up
dollars, a five spot, whatever they
could afford. )

The father himself has diabetes
and requires expensive medical
treatment. In the spring, his eye

—began-. - hemorrhaging.. and. --he—

needed emergency treatment cost-

ing $400.
While the father battles his

“health problems and continues to

work, the mother wants the five
children to remain in school.

“] don’t want my children to
work in the fields,” she says. 'l
want something better for them.
That's why we came to America."
Yet when her Spanish-speaking
children go to school in Lafayette,
they often do poorly and have
trouble keeping up with the other
kids.

Under the 1986 Immigration Re-
form and Control Act, the hus-
band and wife have received tem-
porary resident cards that allow
them to work legally and to travel
freely to Mexico. But their
children — born in Mexico — re-
main undocumented and, techni-
cally, could even be deported if
caught by the INS. The INS has
said, however, that it will not split
up families.

But the parents are wary.

‘‘We'd like to go back to Mexico
to visit friends and relatives, but
we-fear we won't be able to get
the kids back across the border,"
says the mother.

She sits quietly on her bed,
looking out the window at the
workers stooped over the leafy
cabbages.

Hoalth problems

Members of migrant families
are hard-pressed to maintain their
heaith, says Eleanor Montour,
health worker with Lafayette's
Clinica Campesina.

*The migrant family has more
health problems, and the women
and children are much more iso-
lated,"'’ says Montour. **When cars
are used by working members of
the family, women and children
are left-at home, limiting-aecess-to -

Continued on next page

bie doll while their parents work in the nearby onion field.

-Sittingon metack“otmkfmﬁfeﬁé {tefty and Marfa Morales play with a Bar-
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— ——ty. —which-has the-San-Juan Clinicin—

home 10 : cook and take care - of

. and hypertensxon
| Montour 3ays health care for mi-
- ~grafits 13 available in Bouldér Coun-

Bouilder, the Salud Clini¢ in Long- .
"~ rmont and Clinica ica Cafnpesina in La- -

_ children- frequently’ leads® to 'stress |

are chronie. ==~ - -

I -fayette: But- migrants:still_put- off |~
= going-for help until their problems §

| “They work until they cgnt"

", say8 Montour: And: lack of access
Jleads to dental problems, the num-
ber-one_ailment for mlgrant.s. ‘And

—{= 5 for women, to comphcations during |-

Migfant, Health program shows that
96 percent of all migrant women-

] ave access: to’ prenataLcare, 8ays
 Chuck St.outh dlrector of the pro-

have been pregnantrand one-third—:
] d o~

e,yzdon;t,:

¢ €3, strains, heat exly
tior and dehydmf.ion Déspite a fed- -
" éral law requirins farmers to pro-

. and hand-washmg facxﬂties when 1.
" or more workers aré in the fields,

‘few farmers provide these ame-
- nitles; Some’ spread their workers
=—thifoughout:their-crops- in_groups.o!
“107or less, thus gettmg around the

- with the Colorado Migrant Health

"[Crost and taik; - - -

. law ‘
— tonmental health specialist’ working

ﬂ@ﬁﬂunday anemoow' :

breed in-the irrigation ditches and -

omnipresent trash pﬂes around the
migrant camps, . causing further

And flies, mosqmwes ‘and mts

standing water, as well as.in the.-:

i ‘_heaith pmblems, says Hendnckson I Y

The spht‘status famﬂy, hke th ;
| _one described-above, i just-oné_of
- the “WOes caused by Immxgratmn Re-

. e Colorado ngrant Health Pro-
recently surveyed 1,000-mem-
£-f

. improved sanitation.

Migrants are abmlutely at the

*There's a . general - feeling - of i
unhea!ﬂuness _among the ‘migrant |
“population,” says Sto!

bottom ’I’here s minuscule atbention




71ag;= 1potatoesrmﬂk1nd‘saftrdnnks
pxck vegetahles fcr a liv-
-usually . d

: ‘askmg for cnmment oon this story.. e
+v= But to the'Spamsh-speakmg farm
_‘ worker, !:he !Tanakas 2

our groups of workersiat =
’  of them are more get- 1

make more here; im; day_.j,_
R Miguel proud)y‘ hows lils™ tenipo—
~: ’} -rary resident. eards Appmximat,ely -1
22 000 peopl abgm - of-theim--.

Ulov, .

akxsbffust’,bégan‘rééhﬁun‘gjiwbrkers '
‘| from Chihuahua, a'northern Mexi- | —
| can ‘state that borders New Mexico

than a week s*salary~Here we can- acrm the Tort.illa Curtam Tku,s mayt’
“buy clothes, eat well and lit- 1.1 uire a raft tr _the Rio
s T across the

i proud of_h_is children, 1110
 ing in_school. And on his

- his' tempom'y taiden
. alkacrossthepord ;







S -wl'mmpagei' N
- overcrowded So he 56

saw’ ughts and it wah -an omhard ’

ms bemporary resxdence card under

aged gen
many of the indbex\o
“thatdot the ‘Thighlan
Cent;ai s Amperican oo

peaple live inC: 1
Colom- :{riends— or family Afbetwaxds they
* heads

ning conditions at home, Joae-Mabeo

home, afraid of the memories that ~ K
still haunt him.-The-army-wauldtor- " trucks "ortSundays for six cents a—
re-victims, he says, to turn in their - box. If he loads’ 1_000 of them, he

—*with workers who helped us™ ™ = *~

~ Jose-Miteo landed - softie- faﬁn

e was'caught twice by ‘la migra'
(INS), but'I s Xwas Mexican' and

which ‘is still his g.hey ‘drove’

canmake 360

Jhe says,Jm
_.would have

wn in’ Arizona.) Each time']

'I‘He afwmoon sun casts seerie |
shadows around the cars and trucks

crowding the parking lot. “Men

‘huddlein_groups, -telling jokes. The
= smell - of ~chili- and-garlic~ from~the ™

bunk house, overpowers the'

58,

- accent, which is slower and more de-, -

- hberabe than Mexican Spanish “The -
army-was kiliing hundreds in the vil-

- Iages near me. ’l‘hey would kﬂl hun.

00D _is' a Spanish- akm
free!ancewrite ng in Bou ld:ge g




