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Madrid Plaza, undated

Ruins of the Commissary at
Madrid Plaza, undated

Primero Camp, undated

Dedication of new cemetery,
1970

Ruins of coke processing
ovens in Cokedale: #1

A Commissary was a
company store that sold food
and other necessities

600 bodies were removed
here from the area covered
by the Purgatoire River Dam.
Those bodies came from
Sopris and other former
camps and plazas

These ovens, or sealed
furnaces, converted coal into
coke, which burned at a
higher temperature and was
used in industry, especially
smelting ore. At their peak,
some 500 ovens operated in

lazas of one kind or ar
late 1860's and arly 1870's. Only
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The Madrid Commissary, located a short distance from the

Prmera, Colo.

Cokedale.
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Ruins of coke processing
ovens in Cokedale: #2

The ovens were constructed by
Colorado Fuel & Iron in 1907
and later sold to American
Smelting and Refining. The last
ones were shut down in 1947.
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