Political/Legal Activity, Miscellaneous, 1970s-1990s: Primary Source Set

Police Brutality against
Chicanos, 1976

Health Centers headed
Toward Financial Crisis, 1976

Insurance Company’s
discriminatory hiring, 1940

Fact Sheet about DA’s office,
1978

Statement, "An Account is
Overdue"

Fred S. Rael was beaten by
police on March 11, 1976
and there is community
backlash against police.
Despite backlash, the DA has
no 'justifiable' reason to
convict the police officers.

Article on the declining state
of the health centers in
connection to the policies
politicians chose to vote for.
Dr. Rivera, director of these
centers seeks to call out
these politicians for their lack
of support on healthcare

American National Life
Insurance company would
not hire hispanic people. Lee
Martinez, under the alias
Martine, is shown 4th from
the right in the back.

Fact sheet issued by the
Pueblo Health Coalition
regarding misconceptions
about misconduct by the
Pueblo District Attorney's
Office, 1978.

Statement issued on May 5,
1972 demanding action
regarding recent deaths of
Hispanic children.

D A Said Lax On Police Beatings

CHNC, La Cucaracha, May 3,
1976, p.3

CHNC, La Cucaracha. August
2,1976,p.2

PCCLD Ph-P-370-06-010

CSU-P, EGAR, Box 1, Folder
37

CSU-P, EGAR, Box 1, Folder
43
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Political/Legal Activity, 1970s-1990s

Chicano Planning Council

Letter from an “Unhappy White”

Columbus Day Protests

Rita Martinez recalls Columbus Day
Protest

Letter written regarding the need for
change for Chicanos in Pueblo, ca.
1975

Discriminatory letter addressed to a
Mr. and Mrs. Garcia, dated April 14,
1972.

Columbus Day 1998 protests in
Pueblo. Leaders at two protests that
took place in Pueblo condemn
Columbus as a murderer and
encourage people to not celebrate
the Holiday as Italians and Politicians
honor the man. Protest organizer Rita
Martinez says it is their responsibility
to abolish the holiday considering it
started in Pueblo.

Excerpt from interview with Rita
Martinez in 2014 talking about
Columbus Day Protests in Pueblo,
Colorado. She talks about
counter-events to Columbus day.
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Pueblo, Colorado

COLUMBUS DAY PROTES]

Pueblo, CO-Christopher Columbus  drove around the district.
murdered and enslaved the natives of ~ On roof tops of nearby buildings,  wreath on the
the island he ‘discovered and should  police could be seen video taping the  ceremony.
not be honored said leaders at two  hour-long protest. In 1907, Col
forceful protests held here Columbus  Usually, only about 20 © 30 Coumbus holy
Day 1998. Ttalians and poliicians attend the 4o o0

Over 150 mostly Chicano and Indio ~ morning  wreath-laying ~ceremony. Alhough the
protesters stood behind steel street  This year, however, they arrived on

year since Itz

barricades shouting, waving signs  two buses for the ceremony, @ very g
and flags, and beating drums, while  obvious show of counter protest. e
Soross the street about S0 filans  HOLIDAY BEGANINPUEBLO oo 2
and politicians gave speeches after  “Columbus Day started in Pucblo, m"““"""‘hm
they laid a groen, white and red 50 we have the responsibility to o ]
wreath on a statue of Columbus. abolish it here first,” said protest b...m.,. ~
Uniformed police stood in the street  organizer, Rita Martinez. Congress in 19
between the two groups scparated by ltalians have honored Columbus yERY POL

here for 101 years. They also began
the push for a Columbus holiday in  dinner began in
Colorado, and later on, the nation.

In 1905, the Italian community

the blocked-off, two-lane strect. As
in years past, police focused mostly
on the protesters.

Police in plainclothes srood walked
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CSU-P, EGAR, Box 1, Folder 41

CSU-P, EGAR, Box 1, Folder 38

Ya Basta Newspaper Clipping. CSU-P,
EJEO, Box 1, F 14.

CSU-P, Columbus Day Oral History
Collection
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Abbreviations:

Political/Legal Activity, 1970s-1990s

Deborah Espinosa and Columbus Day
Protest

Juan Espinosa recalls 1992
Columbus Day Protest

Judge Dennis Maes discusses being
a Hispanic judge

Hispanic Pioneers in Law: Dennis
Maes and Alex Martinez

An excerpt from an interview with Deborah
Espinosa in 2014 in which she talked about
some of the issues surrounding Columbus
Day in Pueblo, some of the resistance and
push back against the holiday, and some
tensions with Italian Americans in Pueblo.

Here she talks about Dia de la Raza and
some of the hope around replacing
Columbus Day with this.

Juan Espinosa talks in 2014 about
the first Columbus Day Protest he
recalls and the attempted
community compromises.

In an interview, Judge Dennis Maes
talked in 2000 about his
experiences growing up as a
Hispanic in Colorado. He discusses
some of the first experiences with
discrimination and here he talks
about the growth in representation
he has seen among Hispanic
lawyers in Pueblo.

Article from September 15, 1988
highlighting the accomplishments
of Dennis Maes and Alex Martinez:
Martinez, first Hispanic judge to
take the bench of the Pueblo
District Court; and Martinez
second Hispanic district judge.

MORA: What would be a just resolution of this conflict or is there one? Or perhaps--?

ESPINOSA: Well, I get tired of, of reporters--and not just print media--walking up to

somebody and saying, "why are you here today?" And they'll get that, "well, Columbus was a
liar and a thief, and this is unfair." That's what gets printed in the newspaper, when, on the other
side, beautiful cultural pictures of the other side and their story's told in column inches. We get

the sound bites and the photo that makes us look like pure and simple troublemakers--not

intelligent people, not analytical people, not injured people looking for some reconciliation and

healing

MORA: Would you say that type of sensationalism has to change here?

ESPINOSA: I would hope to sce that change. Dia de la Raza is all about that, That's why we
bring in the speakers. We have had programs at the university and invited the public. We have
been at the public library and have brought in our local historians and professors to present what

was going on in the world. What was the context of that time, to talk about the monarchy in

Spain, the inquisition of that time. Where were people’s hearts and minds of that time for this to

take place? You have to ex-, look at the big picture. We had presented that to the community;
the opposing side has not nor have they attended. So, its up to the community to make their
choice and until they do the protests will continue, but Dia de la Raza is growing in credibility

and people are beginning to listen. So, we're winning the war. And, I don't want to call it a war,

I'm just taking another person’s words, you know.

years here in Pucblo. I talked about how when I came to town
there was 3 or 4 Hispanic lawyers, and now there’s 25. There
were 10 judges and now there’s five. I talked about Ruben
Archuleta being the Chief of Police, and the school board, and T
named people. 1 felt real proud about what T had said. This
woman came up to me and said, “1 teach speech, and you used just
about everything we teach in speech about how to give an
inspirational, forceful speech. She said, “You used everything and
proud it felt being a Hispanic.

1 guess I hadn’t really thought about t, because I felt very
passionate about it, I believed everything I was saying.
remember focling how nice for people at this point in time to feel
so very proud and If T happened to do that I felt proud of it.  don’t
know if that means I was the recognized leader or whatever. I've
been asked to participate in a lot of Hispanic things here in the
town and have been referred to as a leader in the Hispanic
community. Does that make me a leader? 1 don’t know. Idon’t
Know what the man on the street thinks.

1 remember a time a friend of mine, he’s probably 20 years
older than T, and I'm 55. At the time I became a judge, he used to

play rummy with this group of Mejicanos. They were sitting
around playing cards and this one, I don’t want to mention any
‘names, but he says, “You're friend’s that new judge?” He said,
“Yeah” And the guy said, “Now we have oné of our own!” And
my friend told me these guys were just so proud that there was a
district court judge. I remember feeling very proud that here was
somebody I didn’t know that he can identify with me because
we're both Chicanos.

1 realize that because of my position as a chief judge, and as
a Hisparic that I have a great deal of responsibility to the Hispanic.
community. And I really won’t let myselfto anything at all that
will reflect poorly on the Hispanic community. 1 have to be top-

‘ Law

CSU-P, Columbus Day Oral History
Collection

CSU-P, Columbus Day Oral History
Collection

CSU-P, Deborah Martinez Martinez
Collection, Box 1 of 1, Folder 5

The Pueblo Chieftain, CSU-P.
EGAR, B3, F29.
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Colorado Historic Newspapers Collection
Colorado State University-Pueblo Archives & Special Collections
Pueblo City-County Library District, Rawlings Library, Special Collections

See also: Chicano/a Activists, “English Only” Movement, Salt Creek, Schools - Disputes, and Unions and Strikes
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