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THE SANGRE DE CRlSTo LAND GRANT COMMISSION

The Commission membership is broadly representative of parties interested in
acquiring the Taylor Ranch and includes:

&
Sangre de Cristo Catholic Parish
San Luis Vega Board
Costilla County Board of Commissioners
Town of San Luis
Land Rights Council
Committee on Environmental Soundness
Costilla County Citizens for Better Government
Costilla County Conservancy District
Costilla County Economic Development Council, Inc.
People’s Alternative Energy Services
San Luis Valley Economic Development Council
Colorado State Senators and Representatives
Colorado Wildlife CommissioryDivision of wildlife
Colorado State Parks Board
Great Outdoors Colorado Trust
Colorado Historical Society
National Park Service, USDI
Colorado Department of Natural Resources
Forest Service, USDA
%

For a more detailed description of these entities and their particular roles in the
acquisition under consideration, see Appendix C.
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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

The 77,000 acre Taylor Ranch,
(locally known as La Sierra mountain
tract) is a unique historic, environmental
and cultural land resource located at
the foot of the Sangre de Cristo moun-
tain range in the southeast corner of the
San Luis Valley, the largest alpine valley
in the world. At the base of La Sierra,
the people of the villages of San Luis,
San Francisco, Chama, San Acacio,
San Pablo/San Pedro and San Isidro live
in the oldest non-Indian settlements in
Colorado. For over 100 years, their
ancestors used this land to graze their
sheep and cattle, to hunt and fish and
to gather wood to heat and cook and to
construct their adobe homes.

Their access was denied by Jack
T. Taylor, a lumberman from North
Carolina, when he acquired and fenced
the land in 1960. This unpopular action
was challenged by the local people
and has resulted in emotional controver-
sy and lengthy, unresolved litigation in
the Colorado courts for over 30 years.

But things change, and much of
the conflict ended when Jack Taylor
died in 1988 leaving the Taylor Ranch
as part of his estate. The entire ranch
is now for sale by the Taylor family, an
opportunity that cannot be overlooked
by the state and local community. This
property could become a crown jewel
in Colorado’s public lands and would
be an exceptional addition to the public
land trust of the state.

Now is the time to seize this
unique opportunity to acquire and pro-
tect one of Colorado’s last remaining
largely-unspoiled mountain ecosystems.
This spectacularly scenic property (La
Sierra), although subject historically to

- Land Grant Commission Report

low impact subsistence uses, is relative-
ly pristine and wild. It is a tremendous
natural resource in Colorado. Further, it
includes within its boundaries resources
of significance to the state: the 14,000
foot Culebra Peak, the threatened Rio
Grande Cutthroat trout and a robust elk
herd of over 2,500 head. Each of these
assets, along with many others, con-
tribute to making the area a recreation
resource as well. The mountain serves
as the water shed for Colorado’s oldest
agrarian economy, fed by natural
drainage and a system of hand-dug
ditches comprising the first water rights
adjudicated in the state.

The Sangre de Cristo Land Grant
Commission was appointed by
Governor Roy Romer on September 27,
1993, to identify funding sources to pur-
chase the Taylor Ranch (La Sierra) and
to formulate specific recommendations
for its management (See Appendix A,
Executive Order). A broad-based coali-
tion of local, state and federal agencies
as well as voluntary citizens groups has
been forged for the first time to work
together to purchase the Taylor tract.
This consensus and spirit of coopera-
tion is necessary to secure funding
from private foundations, corporations
and individual sources.

The Commission’s goal is to ben-
efit all those interested in preserving
this land and its wildlife and making the
tract publicly accessible for appropriate
economic and recreational activities.
According to the Commission’s goals,
any permanent plan must recognize
and provide “for the preservation and
wise stewardship of (La Sierra’s) natural
resources, for access to the land by
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citizens of the State of Colorado, and
for the ongoing protection of the histori-
cal rights and traditions of the citizens
of San Luis and Costilla County.”

In summary, the Sangre de

Cristo Land Grant Commission submits
the following recommendations to the
Governor, the Colorado General
Assembly and the people of Colorado:

L

3.

The Taylor Ranch should be
acquired for public ownership in
a unique partnership between
the local community and the
state of Colorado;

The state and local community
would develop a management
plan for La Sierra that would
assure the long-term protection
and preservation of the property
and its natural resources as well
as the cultural and historic her-
itage of the area. The uses of
the land would be governed by
this management plan;

The local community would pur-
chase an easement on the prop-
erty through funds raised by a
newly formed non-profit organi-
zation. Several million dollars
would be raised from the foun-
dation and private sector for this
purpose.

. The easement purchased by the

local community would ensure
that the local community would

have undisputed ownership over

the historic use rights of local
residents. Those rights include:

Draft Report
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(@) traditional wood gathering for
heating fuel, home construc-
tion, farm fencing and canal
building;

small-scale timber manage-
ment for conservation pur-
poses;

livestock grazing that accom-
modates wildlife habitat and
ecologically sound rangeland
management;

permits for the cow elk har-
vest in numbers authorized
by the Colorado Division of
wildlife; and

(e) recreational uses including
fishing pursuant to licensing
regulations of the Division of
wildlife.

The State of Colorado, through
two divisions of the Department
of Natural Resources, the Division
of wildlife and Colorado State
Parks, will purchase the fee inter-
est in the Taylor Ranch and exer-
cise the state’s rights to include
the following public benefits:

(@) hunters would have access
to the abundant game on the
77,000 acres and could hunt
on the property in accord
with the laws and regulations
of the Division of wildlife.
The exception to this right
would be the cow elk harvest
mentioned above;
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(b) anglers would have access
to the many miles of streams
on the ranch and a fishery
management program would

be developed for trout and
long-term fishing opportunities;

(c) the state would emphasize
the protection of the Rio
Grande Cutthroat and its
native habitat on the ranch
given the threatened status
of this fish species; and

(d) recreational and environmen-
tal education opportunities
would be provided for hikers,
campers, wildlife watchers
and mountain climbers.

6. A state park would be devel-
oped to manage the recreation
uses of La Sierra. The plan cre-
ated for the park would be a part
of the management plan for the
property and would be consis-
tent with the historical and cultur-
al uses of La Sierra.
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" GEOGRAPHY OF LA SIERRA
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BENEFITS OF PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

There is a critical need for preser-
vation of wildlands and open space for
future generations of Coloradans. The
Taylor Ranch property offers an excep-
tionally significant opportunity for the
State to act on that need. This pristine
piece of the Sangre de Cristo mountain
range is almost exclusively under private
ownership at this time. The people of
the state have had little or no access to
this exceptional resource, but the
grandeur and beauty of this place has
been protected from overuse and
allowed to exist in nearly its natural
state for many years.

This property is the hub of a
unique ecosystem harboring a tremen-
dous wealth of natural resources of
special and unique diversity. The State
should move expediently to take a
leadership role in preserving and pro-
tecting these resources and planning
for the future use as well. We have
come to understand what is environ-
mentally sound is economically sound
as well. By preserving Colorado’s nat-
ural beauty, we help to ensure a sus-
tainable economy for our benefit today
and for future generations.

If we are in agreement about this
basic premise, we must begin invest-
ing in our outdoors. And the potential
for acquisition of the Taylor Ranch is
the first test of our resolve and our abil-
ity to meet the challenge. In doing so,
we leave our children the kind of out-
doors that will fill them with pride and a
sense of place and belonging that
these places do for us today.

Colorado enjoys a world-class
reputation for beautiful places. La
Sierra is one of those uniquely special

places that Thomas Hornsby Ferril had
in mind when he wrote “God only cre-
ated so much Colorado.” This property
could be a crown jewel in Colorado’s
treasury of public lands.

Colorado’s residents and visitors
alike are demanding additional wildlife
recreation. Research shows a strong
commitment to protect wildlife habitat
and the natural heritage of wildlife
enjoyment. Traditional hunters and
anglers are concerned and willing to
pay for adequate wildlife habitat protec-
tion and management. There is a
rapidly growing segment of society that
enjoys wildlife for viewing, photogra-
phy or “just knowing it's there.” These
people will also pay to ensure the
preservation of this important piece of
Colorado’s natural and cultural heritage.
State ownership and management of
La Sierra will contribute to meeting
those demands in a county where
there is presently no public land.

La Sierra is home to the wildlife
that exemplifies Colorado and the
mountain west and addresses many of
the issues outlined above. The proper-
ty is home to one of Colorado’s quality
elk herds, in high demand due to the
large number of mature bulls. There is
potential to develop this as a wintering
area for the elk in the La Sierra valley.
Other species such as deer and ante-
lope, and the predators that rely on
these species, are found here also.
And the streams of La Sierra are home
to the Rio Grande cutthroat throat, a
unique sub-species of throat. Currently
these streams are important habitat for
this sub-species.

La Sierra is a unique habitat and
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a significant wildlife resource. There
are no large tracts of public wild lands
in this part of the state. La Sierra is a
large property surrounded by other
large tracts of public/private properties.
Long-term protection of this area’s
wildlife resource may prove impossible
if the area remains in private owner-
ship. In public ownership, the state
can focus resources and expertise on
the long-term security and manage-
ment of the resources of La Sierra.

The emerging recreation oppor-
tunities of La Sierra could represent a
strong magnet for locals and visitors.
Opportunities for hiking, backpacking,
camping and sightseeing are potent.
when packaged with the area’s poten-
tial for fishing and watchable wildlife,
this area could draw visitors from
throughout the region. There is consid-
erable untapped potential to develop
this area as a cultural history center as
well. Such development would poten-
tially make this a resource with interna-
tional appeal.

Research suggests development
of multiple recreation opportunities
help to draw visitors from a wider geo-
graphical area and for a longer stay.

La Sierra offers many opportunities to
develop a wealth of compatible recre-
ation options. These various facets
could help strengthen the economic
benefits to the local community.
Without public ownership, little of this
is likely to be available to the public.

Assuming the State of Colorado,
through the Department of Natural
Resources and its two divisions,
wildlife and State Parks, can become a
partial owner of La Sierra for part of its

total cost, long-term protection and
management of these natural
resources will result. The citizens of
Colorado, and local communities as
well will benefit now and into the future
if such a partnership evolved. La
Sierra should not be one of those “the
state should have gotten involved a
long time ago” stories for future genera-
tions to tell.

Wide-spread destruction of natur-
al resources and wildlife habitat is not
eminent but if economic conditions
and population growth should encour-
age subdivision development, logging,
mining and other large-scale impacts,
this could change. State ownership
will ensure careful long-term manage-
ment decisions are made, with com-
plete review of all public benefits.

If the recommmendations in this
report are embraced by the people of
the state, we can take a step towards
sustaining our natural heritage, protect-
ing our natural diversity of wildlife and
providing for the recreational needs of
citizens and visitors. Colorado’s great
outdoors belong to all of us, but we
must have a vision to meet our future
needs. If we miss opportunities like
the acquisition of the Taylor Ranch, if
we leave our problems unresolved, we
threaten Colorado’s quality of life and
the economic well-being of our citizens.
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THE LOCAL CONTEXT

La Sierra is located within
Costilla County, Colorado, which con-
tains 1,215 square miles and a popula-
tion of 3,156 (1991 figures). Costilla
County is located in the south-central
portion of the state and is one of the
17 counties created by the first
Territorial Legislature in 1861. San
Luis, the County Seat established in
1851, is the oldest continuously-occu-
pied town in Colorado.

Agriculture has long been a sta-
ple of Costilla County’s economy.
Wheat, oats, barley, corn and potatoes
have all been cultivated in the rich val-
leys carved out by the Costilla, Rio
Grande, Trinchera and Culebra rivers.
The livestock industry has been an
important basis of the economy, as cat-
tle, sheep and horses all graze the land
as well. However, the county has
been and remains one of the poorest
in the nation, with a poverty and unem-
ployment rate well above the average.
In 1990, the unemployment rate was
13.41 percent; per capita personal
income was $12,035 in 1989.

Nonetheless, the people of the
county have demonstrated an enduring
love of the land and treasure their homes
and families. Despite the substantial
economic obstacles, they strive res-
olutely to maintain and improve their
lives in Costilla County including regain-
ing their right to access the La Sierra.
Acquisition of La Sierra could provide a
critical component in the economic
development efforts of the community.

As used in this report “local peo-
ple” includes the heirs of the original
settlers of the grant. Heirs are currently
defined for these purposes as people
who can trace their heritage along the
Culebra drainage back to 1960s and still
reside or have family living in this area.>

3 This definition is being reviewed at this time and may change based on legal interpretation.
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GEOGRAPHY OF LA SIERRA

La Sierra comprises approXximately
77,000 acres of mountainous terrain on
the western slope of the Sangre de
Cristo mountains, located within south-
ern Costilla County along the Colorado-
New Mexico border. This tract was
part of the original Sangre de Cristo
land grant, awarded by the Mexican
government in 1844.

La Sierra is located approximate-
ly eight miles east and southeast of
San Luis and is north of the Colorado-
New Mexico state line. Further, it is
bordered on the east by several high
alpine peaks, including State Line
(12,867 feet), Purgatory (13,676 feet),
Vvermeijo (13,723 feet), Red Mountain
(13,908 feet), Culebra (14,047 feet),
Miranda (13,468 feet), Lomo Liso
(13,128 feet), Francisco (13,135 feet),
Beaubien (13,184 feet) and De Anza
(13,333 feet).

To the east of the La Sierra
boundary lies the former 68,000-acre
Bar NI Ranch, which was owned and
operated by the Evergreen Land and
Resources Company, a subsidiary of
Colorado Fuel & Iron (CF&l)?. During
the 1980s, the Bar NI Ranch was sub-
divided into a number of 8,800- to
22,000-acre ranches and sold to pri-
vate individuals as recreational retreats.

The northern boundary of La
Sierra is formed by the Forbes Ranch.
277,000 acres at the south end of the
Forbes property (adjacent to the Taylor
tract on the north) has been retained by
Forbes Ranch for its own use, for open
space, hunting and recreational purpos-

es. To the south lays the Dos
Hermanos and the Vermeijo Ranch.

La Sierra’s western property line
is irregular and shared by numerous
private-property owners, many of
whom can trace their title and land-use
traditions to the original settlers.

Primary access to the La Sierra
is gained from the village of Chama
along Whiskey Pass Road in the north.
Secondary access can be gained from
the various adjacent villages. Interior
access to the lower elevations of the
tract is possible along relatively primi-
tive jeep trails or un-maintained roads.
The upper elevations of the tract are
virtually inaccessible by vehicle, espe-
cially during the winter months.

The topography of La Sierra
ranges from relatively flat, stream-fed
meadows in the west to densely-forested
mountains in the east. The upper ele-
vations are defined by extensive talus
slopes and high-alpine peaks such as
the 14,047 foot Culebra Peak. This
peak is a significant landmark since
there are only 52 Colorado peaks which
are higher than 14,000, and this is one
of two located within private land.

The property slopes downward
from the east to the west and these
slopes are cut by many creeks which
form the watershed for the traditional
villages and farm lands. The numerous
streams include: El Pedregoso, Culebra,
El Perdido, Bermnardino, El Rito de Aban,
Cuchilla Alta, El Puertecito, North Vallejos,
South Vallejos, Rito Agua Azul, Alamosito,

I This section was prepared from information gathered by Nash-Johnson Associates, Inc., Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants,

Englewood, Colorado.

2we anticipate providing a more detailed description of this issue in the final report.
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San Francisco, El Fragoso, Torcido, Jaroso
and Cuates creeks. Many of these are
fishable streams. La Sierra includes
associated wetlands, beaver ponds and
alpine lakes.

La Sierra contains a wealth of
wildlife including a herd of 2,500 elk,
black bear, mule deer, bighorn sheep,
mountain lions, the rare Rio Grande
Cutthroat trout, turkey, blue grouse and
numerous other species. The Rio
Grande Cutthroat, for example, is only
known to live in the waters of this
region, which makes it a unique and
valuable state treasure.

A Key ecological feature is the
tract'’s proximity to other large, undevel-
oped mountain tracts to the north,
south and east, as described above.
This feature provides safe migration
routes for elk as they depart fall ranges
on La Sierra for winter range on the
500,000 acre Vermeijo Ranch, which is
to the south in New Mexico.
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Although human occupation of
the San Luis Valley prior to 1849 has
not been well documented, the Utes
and various other Indian groups almost
certainly occupied portions of the
region. Spanish colonial expeditions
into the area were frequent as well. All
of what is today Costilla County was
part of the Sangre de Cristo land grant,
awarded by the government of Mexico
in 1844 and patented by the U. S. gov-
ernment in 1871. The northern half,
known as the Trinchera Estate, com-
prised 450,000 acres; the southern
half, known as the Costilla Estate, was
made up of 300,000 acres.

The region wasn't permanently
settled until 1851 when San Luis was
established. Because of recurring
Indian raids, a military post, Fort
Massachusetts, was established shortly
after the initial settlements in the region
took hold. However, by the early 1860s,
with the establishment of Fort Garland,
Indian raids became infrequent.

The vast majority of the resi-
dents of the region’s villages are
descendants of the original settlers of
San Luis. They are heirs to certain
land- use rights obtained by their
ancestors, who settled the territory
within the Sangre de Cristo land grant
pursuant to Mexican law and custom.

These land grants were the
instruments by which the Mexican gov-
ernment sought to encourage settle-
ment in the San Luis Valley and else-
where in the northern Rio Grande
region. To promote settlement,
Mexican law provided for the grantee

to designate certain areas within the
grant as ejido land, for the common
usage of settlers for purposes such as
grazing, hunting, fishing, timbering,
wood gathering and recreation. The
principal lands designated for this pur-
pose were the mountain lands, extend-
ing to the headwaters of the water-
shed. This provision assured settlers
control over the sources of water for
irrigation, which was essential to suc-
cessful farming, and upland pasturage
for livestock during the summer grow-
ing season. This was a subsistence
system where farming, animal hus-
bandry, hunting and wood-gathering
were wedded; all were essential to
gaining a satisfactory livelihood.

In 1848, at the conclusion of the
Mexican-American War, Mexico ceded a
large portion of its northwestern territo-
ry to the United States. For the benefit
of the Mexican settlers in the ceded ter-
ritory, the eighth article of the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo provided “property
of every Kind now belonging to
Mexicans now established there shall
be inviolably protected.” At the time of
the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, the owner of the Sangre de
Cristo grant was Carlos Beaubien, a
naturalized Mexican citizen.

In 1860, the Grant was con-
firmed by Congress, and in 1871, it
was patented at roughly 1,000,000
acres, including within its boundaries
all of the land which today comprises
Costilla County, Colorado. During the
decade between when the Sangre de
Cristo land grant became part of the

4 Much of the mformatmn in this section |s based upon the research contamed in the ELQumL_aw_Manmnpj_Qn_mg_t[m[y_mng

0 and, prepared by Marianne L.
Sto|ler Professor of Ethnohlstory Department of Amhropology The Colorado College CoIorado Spnngs, Colorado.
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United States and its 1860 confirmation
by Congress, Beaubien had recruited
roughly 1,700 Mexican settlers through
sales and donations of land on which
to build permanent villages and under-
take farming. This enabled him to fulfill
his promise to “...encourage the agricul-
ture of the country and place it in a
flourishing condition.” To ensure the
survival of these villages, Beaubien
provided settlers with access to all of
the resources necessary to make them
self reliant, which included rights to
pasturage and to harvest the natural
resources of the mountain lands. If
such provisions had not been made,
settlers could not have been attracted
to the grant.

In 1863, Beaubien continued to
protect and encourage settlement pur-
suant to Mexican land-grant law and
custom by executing and recording a
document dedicating certain rights and
privileges to the settlers. (See Appendix
E for English translation of this docu-
ment.) In accordance with the Mexican
land tenure practice, as has been
noted, ejido lands were set aside for
communal uses, including hunting,
fishing, grazing, wood gathering and
recreation.

For more than 100 years, the
Mexican settlers and their descendants
were uninterrupted in their communal
use of this land for the purposes out-
lined by Beaubien. Indeed, their liveli-
hood depended on these land-use
rights. As late as 1949, Rafael Moses
(later to become Jack Taylor's attorney)
acknowledged his understanding of
these rights in a letter to the local people,
which reads:

In 1936 Mr. Albert L. Moses gave
an opinion to J. J. Valdez and Mr.
J. E. Sanchez that the owners of
land in the grant who obtained
their title through those originally
settling the land have the right to
go upon the timbered portions of
the grant and take therefrom the
necessary fire wood for their own
personal uses and the necessary
timber for use in connection with
the land which they own (but not
for sale), and likewise, have the
right to pasture their own domes-
tic animals, not be herding them
upon the land but by permitting
them to graze thereon.

We still believe that this is the
case and that you would have
the right to stop anyone who
interferes with these rights.

In 1960, Jack T. Taylor, Jr. of
North Carolina purchased La Sierra
from the Costilla Land Company for
$7.00 per acre. Taylor's deed provided
that:
All of the land hereby conveyed . . .
(is) also subject to claims of the
local people by prescription or
otherwise to rights to pasture,
wood, and lumber and so-called
settlement rights in, to and upon
said land. . . .

Shortly thereafter, Taylor initiated
an action under the Torrens Title
Registration Act to defeat the long-
standing claims of the local people.
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This action resulted in a 1965 decree
in the Federal District Court invalidating
the local people’s use rights and con-
firming Taylor's sole title in the land.
Howeyver, in the years that followed,
the local people never acceded to this
decree in words or deeds. Today, they
continue to maintain that the Torrens
action was fraught with procedural
irregularities consciously pursued by
Mr. Taylor's legal counsel to undermine
their due process and property rights.
These arguments have been raised in
the case of Rael v Taylor filed by the
Land Rights Council of Costilla County
in 1981. Regardless of the outcome of
this lawsuit, the controversy will not be
resolved. A decision regarding this suit
is presently pending in the Colorado
Supreme Court. (See Appendix D.)

Jack Taylor died in 1988, and La
Sierra became part of his estate. The
property has been for sale since that
time. While there have been a number
of offers, none of the sales have gone
through. Currently, the property is
under purchase-option contract by
unknown private partie(s). There have
been numerous discussions with the
Taylor family concerning the purchase
of the tract for the benefit of the local
community, the citizens of Colorado
and all of those across the nation who
are concerned about the conservation
of open wildlands and the preservation
of historical cultures, should this oppor-
tunity present itself.
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How will La Sierra be used in the
years to come? How will those uses
impact the environment and affect all
the citizens of the State of Colorado?
The answers to these questions will be
largely determined by those who own
and manage the land. The Commission
believes the best way to protect both
the land and the culture of the commu-
nity is through joint purchase and man-
agement by the local citizens and the
State of Colorado.

The Sangre de Cristo Land Grant
Commission recommends the
Conservation Fund, a national non-prof-
it land conservation organization (see
Appendix F) negotiate and structure a
transaction on behalf of the State of
Colorado and the La Sierra Foundation
and Land Trust of San Luis. This local
non-profit corporation will hold and
manage the easement rights in keeping
with local interests, in cooperation with
the state. (This Foundation and Land
Trust is in the process of being estab-
lished).

The structure of the transaction
would be as follows:

The Conservation Fund would
purchase La Sierra, the 77,000 acre
Mountain tract, and then make two
subsequent conveyances: one, to the
State of Colorado and the other to the
La Sierra Foundation and Land Trust.
The State would purchase the fee own-
ership of the land and the La Sierra
Foundation and Land Trust would pur-
chase an easement to protect the land
and to preserve for the local people
their historical use rights in perpetuity.
The exact nature of this joint ownership

Land Grant Commission Report

would be dependent on the acquisition
process, but in any event, the following
minimum requirements would be main-
tained:

< The use rights of the local
people will be guaranteed in
perpetuity.

< La Sierra will be managed in
an environmentally and culturally
sound manner for the benefit
of the public as a whole and
the local people.

< Management decisions affecting
La Sierra will be made through
a partnership between the
state and the local people.

< Each party will own an interest
in land in perpetuity with
corresponding rights and
obligations.

Easements are an accepted
mechanism for assuring the ownership
of the rights sought by the La Sierra
Foundation and Land Trust; these
easements have been used before by
the state and federal government as
well as numerous states and nonprofit
entities. Colorado is one of the few
western states to have adopted the
Uniform Conservation Easement Act.
The easement would control the use of
the land in perpetuity and prohibit com-
mercial activities such as mining, log-
ging, subdivision and any other activi-
ties that would be damaging to the nat-
ural environment. In addition, it would
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guarantee to the local people their tra-
ditional rights such as low impact graz-
ing, wood gathering, recreation and
access to hunting and fishing.

Potential sources of State
monies for the purchase are: Great
Outdoors Colorado Board, the
Colorado Division of wildlife, Colorado
State Parks, the Colorado Historical
Society, the Colorado Department of
Local Affairs and potentially other agen-
cies and organizations.

The La Sierra Foundation and
Land Trust would approach private
foundations and the public for funds to
purchase the easement. Preliminary
discussions with foundations have indi-
cated interest.

An appraisal of $21.1 million
was secured by the Taylor family and
submitted to the U.S. Forest Service for
review in 1992. However, this
appraisal was never approved by the
Forest Service. The Commission rec-
ommends that a new appraisal of the
property be undertaken immediately.

The Commission recommends
normal legislative and administrative
review consistent with transactions of
this type and as required by state
statutes and regulations.
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MANAGEMENT PLAN

Recommendations:

5

A. Create a management board

democratically representing local
and state owners and reflecting
the minimum principles as set
forth above.

. The management board will be

responsible for developing a
comprehensive long-range man-
agement plan based on appro-
priate environmental and cultural
assessments.

. The Commission recommends

historical user rights (as outlined
below) be purchased by the La
Sierra Foundation and Land
Trust. These use rights shall be
recognized in the management
of the property. The land shall
be open to public use as set
forth below.

i). The traditional wood gather-
ing rights will be acquired by
La Sierra Foundation and
Land Trust. A forest man-
agement plan will be com-
pleted, which emphasizes
local management of non-
commercial wood gathering
for heating fuel, home con-
struction (vigas and latias)®,
farm fencing and corral building.

ii.) Small-scale timber manage-
ment, for conservation pur-
poses and the benefit of local
people, may be authorized
by the management board
under the guidelines of the
forest management plan.

iii.) The management board will
ensure that a long-term graz-
ing plan accommodates
wildlife habitat and environ-
mental management issues.
The La Sierra Foundation and
Land Trust will acquire rights
to the historic levels of
domestic livestock grazing.

iv.) The Colorado Division of
wildlife will continue to be
responsible for all wildlife
management activities,
including the requirement to
purchase appropriate licens-
es. EIK hunting will be man-
aged to maximize the cow
harvest for the benefit of the
local people and general pub-
lic participation for6 bull har-
vest opportunities . Local
control will be accomplished

4 This element will likely be expanded, including a further elaboration on access rights and local control.
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by acquiring access rights.
The La Sierra Foundation and
Land Trust will acquire the
cow elk hunting “access
rights” in perpetuity. Bull elk
hunting will be open to the
general public in accordance
with wildlife commission reg-
ulations. The plan should
consider management prac-
tices to maximize use of La
Sierra by wintering herds of
deer and elk and to minimize
adjoining private-property
damage by big game animals.

v.) Fish management will
emphasize protection of Rio
Grande Cutthroat habitat,
catchable trout management,
where appropriate, and long-
term fishing opportunities.

vi.) Other recreational opportuni-
ties, such as mountain biking,
hiking, camping, environmental
education, watchable wildlife
and other compatible uses,
should be addressed in the
long-range plan created by
the management board.

. The Commission recommends a
plan be developed for the cre-
ation of a state park. This plan
shall be consistent with the
preservation of the historical and
cultural uses of La Sierra and
the adjoining communities. An
environmental and cultural
impact study shall be undertaken
before a decision is made con-
cerning the location, size and
use of the state park. Given

present and expected budget
constraints, State Parks antici-
pates a 10 to 12 year delay
before construction can begin
and park operations opened.

. The long-range management

plan should include considera-
tion of the creation of an histori-
cal and cultural resource center
as well as additional educational
opportunities.

. The majority of the land will be

managed as a State Wildlife Area;
day-to-day management will be
done in partnership with Colorado
State Parks much as Mueller
State Park is managed today.
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CONCLUSION

The people of Colorado have
been presented with a window of
opportunity to acquire for all our citi-
zens the Taylor Ranch or La Sierra as it
is known by the locals. It is a spectac-
ular and unique mountain tract located
in the heart of the Sangre de Cristo
mountain range in the San Luis Valley
offering the State remarkable natural
resource, wildlife and recreation values.

For over 100 years, the property
sustained the economy and culture of
the citizens of the area. After 33 years
in private hands, the property is once
again available for sale to be added to
the inventory of public properties pro-
tected and preserved for public use.
This is a once-in-a-generation opportu-
nity for the people of Costilla County,
the State of Colorado and the nation to
acquire a unique natural and cultural
resource that can benefit of all.

Now is the time to be visionary,
to seize this significant opportunity to
acquire this vital asset for our citizens.
In an extremely short time, the mem-
bers of the commission have come
together to produce this call to action.
It is the recommendation of this
Commission that the State work in part-
nership with the La Sierra Foundation
and Land Trust to make Taylor Ranch
part of Colorado’s protected public
properties. We believe this opportunity
should be pursued immediately and
vigorously.
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APPENDIX A
EXECUTIVE ORDER

SIATE OF CQLORADO

EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS

136 State Capitol
Denver, Colorado 80203-1792

=EEET B 015 93

EXEC U TIVE: O R'D E'R

Roy Romer
Governor

SANGRE DE cnxsro me GRANT COMMISSION

WHEREAS, 1in 1844 the Mexican Government awarded the million
T acre Sangre de“cristo Lan&‘crdht which included
within its boundaries all of the‘;and whlch today

'~ comprises Costllla County, Colorado,'

WHEREAS, the United States  Government. subsequently
recognized the va11d1ty of the Sangre de Cristo
Land Grant' . .

WHEREAS, in 1960, Jack Teylor purchased the last remaining
unfenced portion of the . Grant including
approx1mate1y 17, 000 acres of mountalnous land
adjacent to Colorado s oldest towns of San Luis,
San Francisco, San Pablo, and Chama,‘

WHEREAS, for more than 100 years prlor to the Taylor
purchase, the citizens of’ ‘costilla’ County used
this land as a,place to hunt, flsh,,gather.wood
graze animals for domestlc uses, and recreatlon,

K iy ks Ce

WHEREAS, durlng the three decades 51nce Teylor s purchase
of the land . there has. . been considerable
controversy concernlng the. hlstorlcal claims of
the local people;

WHEREAS, the Estate of Jack Taylor . has indicated an
interest in selling the Taylor Ranch, has several
outstanding options for the possible purchase of
the Taylor Ranch, and has indicated that if those
sales are not consummated, that the Estate would
be interested in selling the Taylor Ranch to the
State; '

WHEREAS, the Sangre de Cristo Land Grant and the Taylor
Ranch have unique historical and cultural
significance to the people of the State of
Colorado as a whole, and in particular to the
descendants of the original Hispanic settlers of
our state;

WHEREAS, the Taylor Ranch has important wildlife,
recreational, open space and other natural values;
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B.015 93

Sangre de Cristo Land Grant Commission
September 27, 1993
Page 2

WHEREAS, the acquisition of.the Taylor Ranch would present
a unique opportunity for the people of Costilla
County and the State of Colorado by forging a new
and - better understanding, of. the history of the
Southwest, the “San Luis Valley, and its early
Hispanic settlers, .enhancing our. appreciation for
the relation'hip ‘betweén land. and people,’
preserving the ‘natural . resources and important
" wildlife of .the region and’ creating a healthy and

viable local economy; and

WHEREAS, ~‘the Taylor Ranch can be a nationally significant
’ ‘model” of ° collaborative ~management for the
protection and enjoyment of natural resources;

NOW THEREFORE, I, Roi"Réﬁér, Governor of the State of
Colorado, under the ' authority vested in me by the
Constitution and the laws of the- State of Colorado DO HEREBY
ORDER AND DIRECT THE FOLLOWING.

1. A Sangre de Cristo Land\Grant Comm1551on (“"Commission")
' _,~i’§..99§eby'es.t_ab.l‘ishﬁ

1 P ~‘..,-..,g,. (6]

2. The* Comm1551on shall ‘be™ comprlsed ‘of no more than
'*twenty-flve (25)* members ‘appointed’ by the Governor.
Members shall include one (1) representatlve from each.
“of the" follow1ng' Sangre de ‘Cristo~Parish; the' Vega’
Board; " the"‘Costllla County Board of County
commissioners; the “San Luis Town Council; the Land
Rights Council; the Committee on Environmental
Soundness; the Costilla County Citizens for Better
Government, the Costilla County Water Conservancy
" District; ~the Costilla County Economic Development-
Council; the Peoples' Alternative Energy Services; the
San Luis Valley Economic Development Council; the State
Representative representing Costilla County; the State
Senator representing Costilla County; the Wildlife
Commission; the Colorado Board of Parks and Outdoor
Recreation; the Great Outdoors Colorado Board; the
Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Natural
Resources and the directors of the Colorado Divisions of
Wildlife and Parks and Outdoor Recreation or their
designees; the State Historical Society; the United
States Forest Service; the National Parks Service; and
additional members may be appointed to the Commission by
the Governor as deemed appropriate including
representatives from Colorado's environmental and open
space organizations.
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3 015 93

Sangre Cristo Land Grant Commission

September 27, 1993

Page 3

3. The Commission shall have the responsibility to report

to me by December 15, 1993 on the following:

(a) the identification of specific funding sources for
the purchase of the Taylor Ranch;

(b) the formulation of specific recommendations for a
comprehensive land management program for the
Taylor Ranch which recognizes and provides for the
preservation and wise stewardship of its natural
resources, for access to the land by citizens of
the sState of Colorado, and for the ongoing
protection of the historical rights and traditions
of the citizens of San Luis and Costilla County.
This land management program should provide for
appropriate shared responsibility by local, state
and/or federal representatives.

4. No compensation shall be provided to members of the
Commission for their services on this Commission.

5. The Commission shall be staffed by the Colorado
Department of Natural Resources, and shall be chaired by
the Executive Director of the Department. The
Commission shall consult with experts as appropriate,
regarding legal, historical, natural resources,
economic, ethnic, environmental and cultural issues.

6. This Executive Order shall expire two years from the
date of its execution unless otherwise extended by
Executive Order.

GIVEN under my hand and the
Executive Seal of the State of
Colorado this twenty-seventh
day of . tember, 1993.
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Science & Environment

T enrze Douglas.  stant City Editor - 2-2743 -

Py PO %
Pnotos by Hal Stoelze/Rocky Mountan News
ke Sanchez leads nerses across a friend’s field before looking for stray cattle on land the family leases from the Taylor Ranch
arson. A not ensued and the shenff threw
Taylor in jail. The hatred culminated when
Taylor was shot in the foot in his own bec
The property seemed cursed. One ranch
boss was murdered there by an angry for-
mer employee. And in May. the S60.000
ranch house burned to the ground in a sus
picious blaze

The attachments to the land are as oic as
western setilement. Mexicar pioneers
from Taos first spied Cuiebrz Peak in
1840s as they pushed northward w
ons and donkey's io the alle

They callec the peak L.
Settling i
scratched o

By Katie Kerwin .

L} ol Btomisdooche o TR S
Rocky Mountain News Starf Wnier
n ln a AN LUIS — A Wijg West range
war that has sparked
shootou's and suspicious
fires for decades could finally
at I a}’l O r and black bears roam

end if conservationists and
state leaders succeed in buy-
ing a southern Colorado
Larger than the ¢
would cost from 32
It inciudes Culebrz

privateiy owned 13 tws:io0t oezes 1 Col
orado.
The deal could rest ANty &l
dants of Coloradu s = i
who hunted, fishes
> . grazec caitle there
SIctte IS 1COrRING  wan: The subsi
S ers lo:
Nor

gre de Cnsto Cathouc C
Lu's

N UILLe
el o by
TT000-cicre Lract

g 20 Seo RANCH - 293

IO LOWD Adcus:
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RANCH from 284

Beaubien gave pioneers individ-
ual plots of land and. in the Span-
:sh tradition, set aside La Sierra
for communal hunting and grazing.

Beaubien in 1864 sold the land
to Colorado’s first territorial gov-
ermor, William Gilpin. But the resi-
dents continued to use the moun-

g

~ay somewhere cise, but Culebra
anc neighboring peaks enticed
him.

He envisioned a hunting retreat
and saw logging potential on some

a deal anyway: $500,000 for 121
square miles. He purchased it
from a group of Denver business-
men.

specified that Costilla County resi-
dents had “settlement rights,”
including rights to pastures and
wood. Taylor later went to federal
court and won clear title to the
property. canceiling any of the res-
wdents’ historic claims.

Culebra Peak
14,069'
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Silgaer oA

land," says Maria Valdez, a San Luis environmental activist.

appeal
before the Colorado Supreme
Court.

While Taylor so far has pre-
vailed in court, he never won over

oV L,
3 293 B madi.uni
Joseph Wagner / Rocky Mountain News

charge and fined. The cowboys
were charged with arson, but
never convicted.

“He cracked my head open. |
was knocked to the ground,”
recalled one of the victims, Gilbert
Medina. He said he was hospital-
ized for 11 days.

Now a retired school security
guard and rancher, Medina says
his bitterness has faded.

“I got the beating. But I'm still
here. I'm a pretty healthy Mexi-
can. And he's dead.”

For others the wounds haven't
healed.

“We lost everything," said

Daniel - Quintana. ' who * spent: his -

‘youth'gatHéring wood and helping
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his father raise cate on La Sierva.
“We took it for granted. But he
(Jack Taylor) was mean. He didn't
like Spanish people. We fought it,
but he won."”

The violence peaked in 1975
when a volley of bullets rained
through the roof of Taylor's ranch
house in the middle of the night.
Asleep in bed, Taylor was shot in
the foot. The Colorado Bureau of
L igation probed the shooting
but no one was arrested. And
locals say no one ever has bragged
abt%uht ing the try

The ranch has evolved into a
destination for out-of-town

Taylor Ranch
off-limits for
years

By Katie Kerwin
b L
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer

SAN LUIS -As a haven for
. wildlife, the mountainous Tay-
- lor Ranch is an environmental
gem, San Luis Valley natives

“hunters who pay the Taylors thou-
sands of dollars each to hunt on
the private N
ith Jack 's death in 1988
came a change. His son, Zachary
Taylor, has adopted a concil 3
onciomng & et g :
some ts '
hun and sponsoring annual - What makes .the. ranch
ests” in which locals can. |-‘ecologically - valuable, -some
take truckloads of fallen timber for | state wildlde biologists say, is
nwmnymhﬁ_mv ts of
Friends of the current ranch | undeveloped land. Elk can eas-
boss are allowed to fish and hike | -ily migrate- from -excellent

on the property. Cli
scale Culebra for a fee.

But area residents want their
full access to the mountain

museum of the culture and history
of the Southwest,” said Ken
Salazar, state natural resources

blocked them out for years.
“It's not virgin land, but it's
Jaquez,” 2« high :school math
teacher and activist in the bat-
tle to reopen the ranch. -
ments of the land exist. But in
pamphlets 'to “lure’ private
boast of larg ‘popuhm:sh?l
e
deer, bear, coyote, bobcat,
mountain lion and elk. There
are few buildings or roads on

director. “It's a way of g
a way of life, a way to pass down
the traditions and culture.”

Zachary Taylor, who inherited
the land, has drafted a leuer of
intent to sell the property to the
state.

At least one private buyer has
the first option on the land. Area
residents say poverty in the area
makes it ripe for exploitation.
They worry 2 mining company
could taint their water. Or condos
could dot the peak.

If private buyers fall through by
November, as negotiators expect,
Colorado will have the first option
1o buy. Completing the deal would

- tkeat jeastavear, iy R
sl

See RANCH on 30A

[t

the land. .
Colorado - Division of
Wildlife biologists who super-
vise the Taylors’ private hunts
say the property bears some
scars from clearcutting Taylor
did on the southern end in the
'60s and *70s but is otherwise
.  capecial
€y ~say-it's  especially
good habitat for bearand elk,”

“and ‘streams ‘provide a home™
to once endangered native Rio
Grande cutthroat trout.

" Unlike the rest of Colorado,
Costilla County has no feder-
ally owned land. So biologists
ing_.large private

& for Wildlife' is key:
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‘We have to find
a harmonious
middle ground’

RANCH from 29A

“It's a long shot. but it just might work,”
Macy sad.

Taylor declined to comment.

The biggest stumbling block, most agree,
is not the threat of private buyers. Others
nave pulled out after leaming about the
land's violent legacy.

“Who's going to want to have the animos-
ity of this community? Who's going to want
a cloud over the title?” said Mana Valdez, a
San Luis environmental activist and sixth-
generauion resident.

The real problem is money.

Salazar hopes private donors and Costilla
County residents could supplement money
from the state park department and lottery
proceeds. Colorado voters last year decided
lottery proceeds will go to the Great Out-
doors Colorado Conservation Trust Fund
for parks and open space. Nearly $10 million
a year will begin flowing into the trust this
zall with up to $42 million a year by 1998.

\alzzar plans to draft 2n executive order

Gyov. Roy Romer in the next
suld create @ commission (o
se of the land and. with local
~¢ o marageinent plan for the

wiaied he's eager
.¢ past have fallen

- - o seli 10 the US. Forest
e died when former US. Sen. Tim
wrtn, D-Colo.. failed 1o win a $3 million
ppropnation irom Congress for an initial
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payment. T'he land had been appraised then
at $22.5 million

And residents vow to derail any plan in
mh:ch they don't have a stake.

“We have to find a harmonious middle
ground for the use of that land,” said Maria
Valdez. She wornes that Front Range envi-
ronmentalists will turn the land into a
restrictive wilderness area.

“Part of the clash of this is that people
here sull hunt. We like elk meat. We still cut

Gllbert Medma was bea(en by the late Jack Tayior more than 30 yeals ago.

wood,” she said. ‘The lhought of recreation-
al vehicles, four-wheel-drive enthusiasts
and thousands of hikers makes her cringe.
“We have to look for new models that
protect the nghts of indigenous communi-

ties,"” she said.

The president of the water conservancy
district. Maclovio Martinez, is exploring a
plan to float bonds so area residents can
purchase the land. The district would tumn
over management to a board and eam

money from permuts for hunting or fishing,
educational programs and possible short-
term logging or mining

But Ma.mncz also suppons a state pur-
chase.

“We have a golden moment in history, a
window of opportunity,” he said. “We want
to safeguard (the land), keep it unspoiled.”

Added Father Valdez: “The violence and
anger must end. We have to forgive. We
have to bury the hatchet. This is a new day.”

SLV residents study ways to buy Taylor Ranch

By ERIN SMITH
The Puchlo Chicfium
SAN LUIS — Arca residents
met Monday with a special com-
mussion studying ways 10 buy the
77.500-acre Taylor ranch here and
oren it to the public.
Abaut 70 peopic crowded the
Sangre de Cnsto Church hull 10
ciscuss possible sources of funds

The historic land was closed to
public use in 1960 when it was
purchased by North Carolina
lumberman Jack T. Taylor. Since
then, residents have fought the
closure, saying their histonc rights
to use the land for hunting and
recreation predated Taylor's pur-
chase.

Taylor died scveral years ago.

nolenou.h
, executive director
of lhe it o(

eomwym; the pwchm

Costilla County Conservancy Dis-

trict, said he thinks his organiza-
non can buy the ranch. The
district is raising money nation-
wide, he said.

of the la

mission is u'yln ﬁ.m oul hml
10 allow the public 10 use the

for hunting, gathering of ﬁn:

wood, grazing and recreation.

nance” and should
1o the public because of its avail-

land were opened.
He said if the property is sold
for ru use, the $22,000 in an-
rop:ny taxes lost to the
coumy be returned “10- to
100-fold.™
Tom Macy, the Conservation
Fund's western representative in
Bouldu said he does not belicve
“pure pwmnon is practical

should be devised, adding that the
land would not have 10 be ruined
in such an endeavor

Sen. Robert Pastorc, D-Monte
Vista, said the congressional deic-.

tion should be lobbied in an ef-
fort 10 obtain federal funding

State Sen. Tilman Bishop, R-
Grand Junclion, who 15 on the

and how the ranch would be man-
aged

While his heirs have relaxed
to the ranch, residents say lhllS‘

Rocky Mountain, Naws Thurs.. Sept. 30

able water and the economic bene-
fit that the area would enjoy if the

1993

state studies Taylor Ranch purchase

Commission named to
seek means to buy huge
San Luis tract once
used as communal land

By Katie Kerwin
Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer

Gov. Roy Romer appointed a
commission Wednesday to study
buying the 77,000-acre Taylor
Ranch in the San Luis Valley.

The state has the first option to
Suy the land if deals with private
nuyers fall through this year.

One of the potential buyers was
Bellingham, Wash.-based Trillium
Corp., which owns much of the

baron,
- 1960, fenced it and kept locals out.
escendan

Central Platte Valley near lower
downtown Denver. Trillium noti-
fied state officials it has backed
out.

Romer said public purchase of
the mountainous property could
end a bitter feud that has raged
between local residents and the
landowners for decades. )

The feud began when the late
Jack Taylor, a North Carolina tim-
ber bought the ranch in

Until then, d ts of Colora-
do's ﬁnt Spanish residents had
used the property for communal
hunting, fishing and wood gather-
ing under an 1844 Mexican land
grant.

Taylor’s son is sellmg the ranch
for an estimated $22 million to
$33 million.- Funds could come in
part from Colorado lottery pro-
ceeds, along with other private
and public donors. Fifth-genera-

‘tion ‘San Luis-Valley native and

Natural Resources Department
Director Ken Salazar will chair the
commission that will explore fund-
ing sources.

“The Taylor. Ranch has many

important values,” Salazar said
“For local residents, ... some

form of special access may help
‘them retain the special relation-
ship they have with the land.”

Thie commission's first meeting
is Oct. 18 in San Luis.
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anymore.” He said a plan for us-
ing the land for economic benefit

Legislature’s Agnculture, Natural
resources and Energy Commitice,
said he is not surc if Colorado’s
congressional defegation knows
the importance of the issuc (o the
local community. P:r!\nps .( the
delegation did, efforts wou'! he
made 1o obtain fuh: l
for its purchasc, be

Pastore also s
fanuly owes  he! '
stemming from the i
lor several years He suge
gested that donating the ranch 13
the state for public usc could give
the Taylor heirs a tax break
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Disputed tract still part of ‘dreams’

Panel charged with ﬁndmg fmancmg, plan for ranch near San Luis -

By Kit Miniclier
Denver Post Staff Writer

SAN LUIS — Determined to win

.backtheir ancestral rights to fish,

-hunt; gather-wood and graze live-'

stock on “The Mountain Tract,”
residents of Colorado’s oldest town

joined . forces with federal and’

state officials yesterday.
: “Itisadayofdreams”saidthe

Rev. -Pat Valdez of Sangre de Cris- - -
‘to Parish, remembering 33 years .

of racial slurs, threats and gunfire
since Jack Taylor, a lumberman
from North' Carolina, bought the
77,000-acres of land -and fenced it,

The Sangre de Cristo Land
Grant Commission met for the
first time yesterday, worked.hard
for five hours and agreed to meet
‘two more times very soon. - -

“The panel, created Sept. 27- by
Gov. Roy.Romer, is to report back
by.Dec. 15 with specific financing
sources to buy-the land and a plan
to manage it. - -

Time- is of the essence. The cur-
rent ranch owner: has -given the

eommisxon d 30-day option-if-an_

unidentified -consortium of buyers
from Denver - doesn’t ‘complete
“ their purchase of the land .in De-

Conservation Fund, a private
group that helps various entities
raise money.

“We may have a window of op-
portunity. If we get it, we have to
be. ready,” Macy warned. “We.
work with governments and pri-.
vate £unds to help preserve

‘An appra:sal two years ago. val-
ued the ranch at $22.5 million, but
it didn’t’ include- untalhed ‘mineral
rights. -

“My greatest fear is not to ‘in-
flate expectations,” warned com-

chasing intruders off at. gunpoint. © - cember; said Thomas Macy of the

Land tract may be sold
to investors before Dec

FIGHT from Page 1B .

mission Chairman Ken Salazar, executive
director of the Colorado Department of
Natural Resources. .

Among the dangers he cited:

M An inability to come up with the $22
million to $40 million needed.

to someone else” before December
® “And there is a very big chance” the

commission will fail to'agree on a man-.:.

agement plan. -

Taylor died in 1987, and his son and ex-
ecutor, Zachary, has allowed limited ac-
cess to the ranch.

Now he wants to sell it to eradicate the
tax burden.

Several speakers suggested that Taylor
be allowed to trade some land in lieu of

xes.

*,_of natural resources . .
W “There is a big chance it will be sold"

Others suggested that private and gov-

~ ernmental groups, from Colorado agencies

to the U.S. Forest Service, ]om forces to
buy the property.

“The Taylor Ranch can be.a nationally
significant model of ‘collaborative man-
agement for the protection and enjoyment
: enhancing our ap-

‘preciation of :the relationship between
. land and people,” mcludmg early Hispanic

settlers, Romer said in creating the com-
mission.

Among 364 national parks, none depicts
Spanish culture, noted commission mem-

ber Judith Cordova, the representative "

from the National Park Service.

The ranch is part of the million-acre
Sangre de Cristo land grant that Mexico
gave to two men in 1844, four years before
the area became part of the United States.

For a century, the acreage was largely

Draft Report

32

-~ Please see FIGHT on 28

The Denver Post

unused by absentee landowners and happi-
ly used by residents of San Luis, San Pab-
lo, Chama and San Pedro.

Then Taylor fenced it.

But before anyone coughs up money to
buy the site, they need to know how it will
be managed and how many locals will be
entitled to precisely how many cords of
wood and what other uses of the land.

Those are only a few of dozens of ques-
tions that four subcommittees are to an-
swer before the commission reconvenes
Nov. 1.
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COLUMN ONE

This Land ‘Belonged to All of Us’

= A timber baron shut
out descendants of
Colorado's Mexican
settlers from the
mountains they loved.
Now, the state hopes to
make area a park, saving
an endangered heritage.

By LOUIS SAHAGUN

TIMES STAFF WRITER

SAN LUIS, Colo.—In 1960—a
year bitterly remembered in
this southeastern Colorado
farming community —North
Carolina timber baron Jack T.
Taylor bought a 77,500-acre
tract in the nearby Sangre de

Cristo Mountains, fenced it and
hired gunmen to keep local
residents out.

To the Latino subsistence
farmers and ranchers of the San
Luis Valley, it was an assault on
their traditions, their culture, on
the survival of their very com-
munity.

As descendants of Colorado's
first Mexican settlers, they had
survived for nearly 150 years in
a special relationship with the
towering mountains they call La
Sierra. They believed their
rights Lo share La Sierra's boun-
Ly —its game, pasturelands and
even firewood—were guaran-
teed under an 1844 Mexican land
grant later ratified by Congress.

So they fought back. But they
were beaten in the courts, and
barred from the mountain range
by Taylor's hired hands.

‘ movement

As battle after battle was lost
over the last three decades. the
people of San Luis watched
their numbers dwindle by half
1o 900.

Now, they have hope. The
slate is stepping in with a pro-
posal to buy the land from
Taylor's heirs, restore the local
community’s historic rights and.
at the same time, create a public
wilderness park among the
range’s 14,000-foot peaks

If the plan succeeds, it would
be one of the first efforts to
preserve unique cultures seen as
endangered. It could also be &
spur (o Lhe nascent national
that holds that
America’s distinct societies,
steadily eroding under outside
pressure, are as worthy of pro-
tection as the land they live on

Please see PARK, A17

Draft Report

33




Sangre de Cristo

Land Grant Commission Report
APPENDIX B

MEDIA ARTICLES

Nave a Culture

€OLORADO
GagLa Vita Pass

Spanish land grant disputes in
Colorado and New Mexico, officlals
sald.

“Qur plan has the potential o
strengthen the historic agricullural
and cultural activities of the com-
munity of San Luis Valley,” sald
Ken Salazar, executive director of

rado Department of Natu-

whose time has come,”

Saving this culture and others
from extinction also means pre-
serving lands cherished for their
“Intrinsic spiritual or cultural qual -
Ities, aside from their economic
value,” sald Maria Montoya, assist -
ant professor of history at the
University of Colorado, Boulder

SBiatinued from AL ral Resources and chairman of “If we look at the Native Ameri-
Tind the wildiife it supports. Romer's land grant commission.  can Lribes of the Great Plains or the
=~ d He said It also would “creale bene-  Hispanic cultures of southern Col

——— o fits for people In the state and  orado,” Montoya said. "we realize

around the world.
Marianne Stoller, a historian at
Colorado

unique in the United States. should
be considered very carefully. Cul-
twral conservation is a new idea

that in some ways they are more
environmentally friendly 0 their
landscape than 20th-Century ur-
ban dwellers and corporations who
view land as a commodity.”

Hawail already s working on a
similar preservation effort. The
state s developing a "living cultur -

bristling with
teaching resi-
This lond s
h Gal F/ WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 199}  A17
- tall violence o
Schiarge of the 1600-acre family --’uﬂwﬁhm
i ranch believed (0 be the  when Taylor's men severely beat al park™ for native Hawailans in 2 them and ok our rights
1oldest in you'll three young Latinos of. lush, 5,000-acre valley on the 8-  away,” sald Valdez.
+ never starve.” - selting fire W & da the land of Oahu. Earller plans o evict  have been n
iGallegos ls among the descend-  ranch, Lossed them into the back of residents and bulld a commercial,  and potatoes for his family since
tants of setlers sent north by a pickup truck and drove them to tourist theme park were scrapped  Lhe la
+ Mexico in the 18405 10 counter the  the sheriff's office in San Lus. after public outcry. Instead. Ka- T old, but the younger gener
- westward expansion of the United "It was 20 degrees below sero hana Valley State Park s seen asa  ation is strong and educated. and
* States. Here, his ancestors adapted  that day and the local boys were place where 31 families can bring  they will keep fighting for our
t© Me in a remote. high-alitude  heaped in the bed of the truck like Uhelr traditions back o Wfe and  rights,” he said. “IUs all wp W
 valley with short growing seasons Shasp armamen” recalled- former teach residents about Hawail's :
and annual rainfall of nine inches.  San Luis Mayor Joe Espirioz, 82, heritage. “RE T agrond réacher
It is still & place where people shaking his head. “It was piiiful ¥ SSGEY 8 aeat be
speak 2 peculiar blend of Spanish  Taylor and his men were taken o side a small adobe house on the
snd English. There are autos and  Into custody for their own protec- conenbery TR0 I rhioh hiy fattuar vt bars.
.iractors, and even a few solar tion, Eepinosa seid. a5.900 sngry Ernest Valdez, €5. “No one owns this land. It's God's
* heaung systems and satellite dish-  residents 4t e ail, e e e o2 ahe We st ake careof iL™
res. But many families use outdoor Mmm v s Sountelns thet e the Sen His (ather, Corpus Gallegos. 73
dome-shaped adobe ovens called - In 1965, Tuylor wod € courd fight Luts Valley near the headwaters of - smiled and.added: “1 always wid
eraos o smoke siraing of com  clearing his deed of any language the Rio Grande. my children 10 keep fighting lor
developed in Mexico thousands of  that could allow sccess by the San “The ns belonged W0 all  what s There's no place in
years ago. A few ascribe 0 a  Luls community to his ranch. of us before [Taylor] came and  this valley for s quitter.”
secretive religious group known as Shootouts, mysterious fires,
the Brotherhood of Penitents, vandalism and cattle rustling per-
which evolved out of 2 shortage of  sisted In and around the ranch until !
Catholic priests when the original 1975, when a bullet ripped through
setlers anchored the northern- the roof of Taylor's home ,and
most reaches of what was then  shattered his left ankle.
. sdiiel thik ik No one was arrested in the
dispute shooting. an attorneyi for the
Taylor were opposing views of land  lumberman—who wore g’ bullet-
rights. The Latno residents be-  proof vest and carried a gin in his
lieved—in old Mexican land grant  truck at all Umes—asked ‘then-
tradition—that. the land protected Gov. Stephen McNichols 1§ call out
hém and they protected it While  the National Guard toprotect his
bne-person or company could hold Ml-ﬁquﬂhun-
«Utle 1o the entire region, fused, Taylor moved Jo North
Ppeople sull had rights W live on  Carplina, ; e -
thit land. Mare 150 ‘residenty calling
‘They still share a 644-acre com- themselves the Land Rights Coun-
“mons pasture called the Vega—the il filed 4 class-action liymuit in
st vestige of a million-acre grant 1981, that land| helrs
Awarded by Department of New  were due process Jn ‘the
“Mexico Gov. Armijo n 1844 1965 trial. The case s fthe
onbehalf of the Republic of Mexi-  stateSupreme Court. . . '} |
.. 1f the residents win, they be
ut barred from grazing thelr .0 uﬂ:’"m 's
calde and sheep in the high- =
lands, San Luls watched Wt of ha 'M“"“’“- iy, e
farming families sell their livestock throughout the
mm.l“"lu ing 10 Denver atorney Ji
L Among ‘o let  giein, who represents
1833 activist Maria Valdez. ¢4, who o s SO0 FEPIE
ivfs on & 23-acre farm her The battie has put & ¢
wsband and five children and is the ranch's
~orking on a Ph.D. in American wise could
iudies at the University of New mining and
dedeoat " resorts and
“Land, water and language keep Taylor
culture alive—a culture that Zachary, :.:, of
wes those canonly beread o 10l pe
bout in books.” Valdez said while By tne family’
reparing a dinner of sauteed elk Albert B. Wolf, satd: “If
4 home-grown potatloes over & willing to '.w
034 stove. “Yet. Jack Taylor is M:\‘d’m
olding this community hostage -ﬂlwu:uuLm
om the grave. all because he . 18D
suldn’t nd our bond Lo
re land ~ a
The Valdez family counts i 4
7 couny Moeld hen Taylor died, he:left his

nong a mew generation inspired
# the fierce rhetoric of respected

«en 33 years 1o get this far, and if
takes another 33 years, do it" ™
zalled Rael's daughter Gloria
sestras, 60. “My dad always said
a Jack Taylor thought he was
aling with & bunch of idiots—
vior was wrong.”

o

v.\m Taylor bought the
mountain ranch. he turned it

The state’s effort Lo preserve the
San Luis Valley culture could
serve as a mode! for settling some
of the dozen other Mexican and
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States. Here, his ancestors ada

déscendants of Colorado’s
Mexican settlers from the. .
mountains they loved. '
Now, the state is trying to
“turn the area intoa park - -
and preservean - i -
endangered heritage. -

By LOUIS SAHAGUN - ' .
TIMES STAFF WRITER BF-
‘SAN LUIS, Colo.—In 1960—a
year bitterly remembered in. this
southeastern Colorado’ farming
community —North Carolina tim-
bér baron Jack T. Taylor bought a
T1,500-acre ‘tract in the nearby
Sangre de Cristo Mountains, fenced
it-and hired gunmen o keep local
residentsout: . v

,To the Latino subsistence {aim-

_ survival of their very community.
~¢As_descendants of Colorado's
* first. Mexican' settlers,, they had
survived for nearly 150 years in a
special relationship with the tow-
ering mountains they call La Sier-
ra. They -believed their rights to
share La Sierra’s bounty—its
game, pasturelands and even fire-
wood—were guaranteed under an

1844 Mexican land grant later rati-

(ied by Congress. |

- So they fought back. But they

were beaten in-the courts, and

barred from the mountain range by
Taylor’s hired hands. '

As batue after battle was lost
over the last three decades, the
people of San Luis watched their
numbers dwindle by half Lo 900.

Now, they have hope. The slate
is stepping in with a proposal Lo
buy the land from Taylor's heirs.
restore the local community’s his-
toric rights and. at the same time.
create a public wilderness park
among the range's 14,000-foot
peaks.

If the plan succeeds, it would be
one of the first efforts to preserve
unique cultures seen as endan-
gered. It could also be a spur (o the
nascent national movement (hat
holds that America’s distinct soci-
eues, steadily eroding under out-
side pressurc, arc as worthy of
protection as the land they live on
and the wildlifc it supports

“valley with short growing scasons
.and annualirainfall of nine :

4% sUI'S" place “where' people

‘spcak a peculiar.blend of Spanish

l’ndl:ulhh.mnmuuwllnd-‘.

(factors, anid -even.a fow . solar.

‘healing systems and satellite dish-: -
-'€s. But many familics use outdoor -

dome-shaped adobe ovens called

(¥}

westward expansion of the United

pled
Ao’life In a’remote, high-alutude |-

his left ankic.”

*. More than 150 residents calling

- :No one was arrcsted in Lhe

- ehooting. But an attorney -for the

lumberman—who wore a bullet-
prool vest and carricd a gun in his
truck at all times—asked then-
Cov. Stephen McNichols Lo call out
the National Guard (o protect his
client’s life. When McNichols re-
fused, Taylor mv{ed back to North
Carolina: ~ * .

- As - the -sun—peeked—over- the
Sangre de Cristo’ Mountains, Joe
Gallegos emerged from the house
built for his great-grandmother
and girded himself for the struggle
of cutting cattle from his herd lo
take Lo market. - i Fmetie

. Nine years ago, this pastoral life
lured him from a lucrative job as an
oil-drilling engineer In"Alrica back

“You ‘won't get-rich’ here.”
shrugged Gallegos. 38. a rangy
pony-tailed cowboy who took
charge of the 1.600-acre family
farm and ranch believed (o be the
oldest in Colorade. "But you'll
never starve.”

-Gallegos is among the descend-
ants of settlers sent north by
Mexico in the 1840s Lo counter the

Please see PARK, A23

keep'
3 culture “alive=a culturé

preparing a dinner of sauteed elk
and home-grown polatocs over

wond stove. “Yet, Jack Taylor is [ residents converged
holding: this community hostage

fromn (he grave, all- because’ he
rouldn’t understand our bond o
the land.”

The Valdez family counts itsell
among a ncw i red

tases those things cani‘only be read.
about in' books,” Valdez said while).%”

Zthat could allow access by the San|

Espinoza! said.

Luis community 10 his ranch. >,

by the fierce rhetoric of respected
vicjitaz, or clders, such as Apolinar
Hacl, who dicd in July atage83. - *

“lefore he: passed away, my

imysterious ‘fires,

4 SThe'state’s effort

1 preserve the
Luis Valley culture-could
exican ‘and |
idisputes -in

and cultural activities of the com- i
unity of San’Luis Vallcy.™ said
Ken Salazar, exccutive director of

the Colorado Department of Natu-
ral Resources and chairman of
Romer’s land grant commission.
He said it also would “creale bene-
fits for peopic in the saate and
around the world.”™

Marianne Stoller, a historian at
Colorado College who was raised in
the San Luis Valley, agreed: “The
state’s solution, which would be
unique in the United States, should
be considered very carefully. Cul-
tural conservation is a new idea
whose lime has come.™

Saving this cullure and others
from extinction also means pre-
serving lands cherished for their
“ntrinsic spiritual or cultural qual-
itics, aside from their economic
value.” said Maria Montoya. assist-
ant profcssor of history at the
University of Colorado, Boulder.

“If we look at the Native Ameri-

D raﬁ Report can tribes of the Great Plains or the

Hispanic cultures of southern Col-

orado,” uonm}: u‘d.\"we‘mli

that in somec ways they are more
environmentally [riendly tn their -~

landscapc than 20th-Century wur-
ban dwellers and corporations who
‘view land as a commodity.”

Hawaii alrcady is working on 3
similar preservation cffort. The
state is developing a “living cullur -
al park™ for native Hawaiians in 2
lush, 5,000-acre valley on the is-
land of Oahu. Earlier plans to evict

i and build a ial,
lourist theme park were scrapped
after public outcry. Instead, Ka-
hana Valicy State Park is scen as a
place where 31 familics can bring
their traditions’ back (o life and
teach residents about Hawaii's
heritage. '

o .

Ernest Valdez, 65, remembers
when fences were alien o the
mountains that dominate the San

Lwis Valley near the headwaters of
the Rio Grande. i -,
“The mountains belonged 0 all
of us before [Taylor] came and
bought them and ok our rights
away.” said Valdez, whose ficlds
have been producing beans..corn
and potatocs for his family since
the fate 1800s. e
“I'm old, but the younger gencr-
ation is strong and educated..and
Tthey will keep fighting for—our
rights,” he said. “IUs all-up o
them.” 13 sa*
“I's up Lo us,” agreed ranther
Joc Callegos, saddling a horse:be-
side a small adobe housc -onthe
ranch in which his father was born.
“No one owns Lhis land. It's.God's.
We just take carcof it.” R
His father, Corpus Gallegos, 73.
smiled and added: I always.twold
my children to keep fighting for
what is right. There's no place in
this valley for a quitter.”




Sangre de Cristo

SANGRE DE CRISTO LAND GRANT COMMISSION

Sangre de Cristo Parish:

Established in 1881, there are a total of
eight mission churches in the parish.
Six of the churches in the parish were
established between 1851 and the
1890s. These missions are all in the
Culebra drainage, and were instrumen-
tal in the early settlements of the
Sangre de Cristo land grant.
Approximately 95 percent of the peo-
ple living within the Parish’'s communi-
ties are Hispanic, and of them about 75
percent are catholic. For many, the
Catholic Church plays a stronger role in
their lives than any other institution.
The Parish Priest, Father Pat Valdez
sees his role on this commission as
that of an advocate for his parishioners.

San Luis Vega Board:
The San Luis vega is a 630-acre parcel

of land that was set aside as public
grazing by the founders for those fami-
lies that lived in the town of San Luis.
The vega has continuously been used
for grazing by the residents of the villages
of Costilla County; it is the only com-
munal or non-private land in the county.
The current Board was established in
1976 to manage grazing and to protect
the integrity of the vega’s boundaries.
The Board consists of cattle owners
from each of the villages and residents
of San Luis. Dr. Ernesto Pacheco rep-
resents the Board on the Commission.

ostilla County Board of Commissioners:
Costilla County is a statutory county,
and one of the 17 original counties in
Colorado. The Commissioners were
early participants in bringing the oppor-
tunity to acquire the La Sierra tract to

the attention of Lt. Governor Callihan’s,
and they continue to give strong sup-
port to the Commission. The Board of
Commissioners is represented by
Maclovio E Gallegos.

Town of San Luis:

Incorporated in 1968, San Luis enjoys
the distinction of being the oldest
established community in Colorado.
Local historians have pinpointed its
date of founding to April 1, 1851. The
town is also the County seat for
Costilla County. The town's Board of
Trustees appointed Mayor Floyd Garcia
as their representative to the
Commission.

Land Rights Council:

A nonprofit corporation, it was estab-
lished in 1978 to work to restore the
traditional rights of the community that
were usurped by the Taylor family
when they purchased La Sierra. The
Land Rights Council has been the most
active group in this struggle, and are
the lead litigants in the current court
case, Rael vs Taylor. The Land Rights
Council, through its legal efforts contin-
ues to maintain a cloud on the title of
the property. Charlie Jaquez repre-
sents the Council on the Commission.

Committee on Environmental Soundness:
This Committee was formed in 1988 to

raise the local community’'s awareness
regarding environmental issues, especially
those surrounding mining by Battle
Mountain Resources. It continue to keep
environmental issues in front of the
community. Michael A. Gomez represents
the Committee on the Commission.
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Costilla County Citizens for Better
Government:
Established in 1992, it is a grassroots

organization that serves the public as a
“watchdog” for local government. The
organization has county-wide member-
ship. Allen C. Manzanares represents
this organization.

Costilla County Conservancy District:
Established in 1975, the District was

formed to oppose an attempt to export
Costilla County’s water by an oil explo-
ration firm. In general, it has been
active in protecting the water rights of
all irrigation ditches or acequias that
belong to the District. It initiated the
effort to purchase La Sierra because of
the need to protect the water shed of
the Culebra drainage. The Conservancy
District has a Board of Directors with
three members. The District has taken
a lead role in the creation of La Sierra
Foundation and Land Trust. The District
is represented by Maclovio Martinez.

Costilla County Economic Development
Council, Inc.:

Established in 1987, the Economic
Development Council is a 501 (c) (3)
corporation that is working towards
bringing economic change to the com-
munities of Costilla County. The
Council has worked closely with the
town, county and the parish, serving
as an administrative arm for economic
development projects. The Council
has adopted tourism development and
sustainable agriculture as its strategies
for economic development. The
Council's Board of Directors is made up
of residents from throughout the county.

Felix Romero represents the Council
on this Commission.

People’s Alternative Energy Services:
Established in 1977, People's

Alternative is involved in energy advo-
cacy, environmental work, research,
networking among similar organiza-
tions, and protecting the vital “spirit of
place” in the local communities.
People’s Alternative was the lead
agency in developing and working
towards adoption of the 1041 Land
Use Regulations by Costilla County.
People’s Alternative also joined the
Committee on Environmental
Soundness and the Conservancy
District as co-objectors to the establish-
ment of the Battle Mountain Resources
mine. Maria Valdez represents
People’s Alternative on the
Commission.

San Luis Valley Economic
Development Council:

This Council was formed in 1985 by
the municipalities and counties of the
San Luis Valley to promote economic
development activity for the six coun-
ties of the valley. The membership
includes private corporations. Roland
C. Mower represents the Council on
the Commission.

Colorado | egislature:

Both houses of the state legislature are
represented through Rep. Lewis Entz,
House District 60, and Sen Bob Pastore,
5th Senate District. Both legislators have
been active supporters of this effort,
and have participated in countless
hours of meetings and negotiations.
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if ion:
This is an eight member commission
that oversees the activities of the
Division of Wildlife, under the State
Department of Natural Resources. The
Commission is represented by Arnold
Salazar, a native of Costilla County and
a resident of the San Luis Valley. The
staff member representing the wildlife
Commission is Bruce McCloskey,
Deputy Director of the Division of Wildlife.

lor Divisi f Par n
r reati

Charged with the responsibility for
acquisition and management of parks
in Colorado. The Division is overseen
by an five member citizens Board, and
represented on this commission by Pat
McClearn. The staff member on the
commission is Tom Kenyon, Deputy
Director of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

Great Qutdoors Colorado Trust Fund:
This Trust was established by the
legislature to supervise the distribution
of funds from the Colorado lottery, as
mandated by the passage of amend-
ment eight in the 1992 general elec-
tion. The Great Outdoors Colorado
Trust Fund (GOCO) is represented on
this commission by State Senator Tilman
Bishop of Grand Junction, Colorado.

AS an educational agency of the state,
the Colorado Historical Society is dedi-
cated to collecting, preserving, and
interpreting the history of Colorado and
the West in order to foster appreciation,
insight, and useful understanding of the
past and present. Its President, Jim

Hartman, represents the Colorado
Historical Society on the Commission.

Forest i

A land and resource management
agency of the federal govermment, with-
in the US Department of Agriculture.
The Forest Service, at the request of
Governor Romer, is playing an active
role in trying to help the local communi-
ty realize its vision. The Forest Service
is represented on this commission by
John Capell, a staff forester of the Rio
Grande National Forest.

A land management agency within the
U. S. Department of Interior, the Parks
Service has worked with the commis-
sion to offer funding and management
alternatives. The Parks Service is repre-
sented on this commission by Judith
Cordova, a staff member of the Colorado
National Monument in Fruita, Colorado.

I f Natur,
Resources:
The Department of Natural Resources
has been responsible for chairing and
staffing the Commission and for creat-
ing the documents necessary to secure
state, federal and/or private foundation
funding. The Department is represent-
ed on the Commission by Ken Salagzar,
Executive Director.

In addition, several expert consultants
have donated their time to the efforts of
the commission. These include: Tom
Macy of the Conservation Fund; Jeffrey
Goldstein, attorney for the Land Rights
Council; John Van Ness, anthropologist
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and writer; Dr. Marianne Stoller,
Professor of Anthropology at Colorado
College; and Dr. Devon Pena,
Professor of Sociology at Colorado
College. Many other members of the
County have attended and contributed
to the Commission meetings.
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English translation of 1863 docu-
ment regarding settler privileges.

On May 11, 1863, Beaubien exe-
cuted and later recorded a document
setting forth certain regulations, privi-
leges and rights of the settlers. This
particular instrument, the original of
which was handwritten and in Spanish,
was recorded at Page 256, Volume 1
of the Costilla County records. Land
grant historian Myra Ellen Jenkins has
most recently translated this document
as follows:

Plaza of San Luis de la Culebra,
May 11, 1863

It has been decided that the
lands of the Rito Seco remain
uncultivated for the benefit of the
community members (gente) of
the plazas of San Luis, San
Pablo and Los Ballejos and for
the other inhabitants of these
plazas for pasturing cattle by the
payment of a fee per head.* etc.
and that the water of the same
Rito remains partitioned among
the inhabitants of the same plaza
of San Luis and those from the
other side of the vega who hold
lands almost adjacent to it as
their own lands, that are not irri-
gated with the waters of the Rio
Culebra. The vega, after the
measurement of three acres
from it in front of the chapel, to
which they have been donated,
will remain for the benefit of the

inhabitants of this plaza and
hose of the Culebra as far as
above the plaza of Los Ballejos,
including with them those who
live as far as along the side of
the Rito of the deceased Jose
Gregorio Martin. Those below
the road as far as the narrows
will have the right to enjoy the
same benefit. The plaza, it is
understood, and | have recently
determined, that the drains
(chorrerras)” and rights for the
households are on the east, fifty
varas of land, as well as on the
west side, and no one has rights
to the south, nor to the north,
nor in any other direction and
cannot, as some have believed,
place any obstacle or obstruc-
tion to anyone in the enjoyment
of his legitimate rights, and if
anyone has done so, he will
have to remove the obstacle
immediately and without delay.
Also, the regulations for the
roads will be observed well with-
out allowing those who travel
and have business to conduct
within the limits of the farm lands
to be injured. Likewise, each
one should take scrupulous care
in the use of water without caus-
ing damage with it to his neigh-
bors nor to anyone. According
to the corresponding rule all the
inhabitants will have enjoyment
of benefits of pastures. water,
firewood and timber, always tak-
ing care that one does not injure

7 These are the drains or canales from the flat roof which jut out over the house wall, and the space below them slightly sloped to
carry the water away from the walls.
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another. Furthermore, the mills
which have been built without
damage to a third party may
remain in their respective places.
For the well being and protection
of the plantings animals, except
those needed solely for domes-
tic service, will not be allowed
for a distance of one league from
the farmland. It will be under-
stood that every person who
comes into the place with rights,
by purchase, or in another man-
ner has to give personal service,
the same as all do, or by means
of a representative, that he is
obligated to maintain weapons
sufficient for defense and to
comply with the municipal
duties, the same as the rest, this
being among others, the requi-
site condition of his admission.
Carlos Beaubien

witnesses, J.L. Gaspar

Nasario Gallegos

Note:

The limits of the plaza of San
Luis de la Culebra are: on the
south side the acequia which is
located adjacent to the mill of
the Senores St. Vrain and
Easterday; on the north as far as
facing the foot of the mesa; to
the entrance of the vega, and the
houses which are built without
permission further above this
point and from the chapel (their
owners) will have to pay five
pesos for each twenty varas
from north to south and in pro-
portion to their corresponding

rights from each to west. The
rights of the chapel in the four
directions will be 50 varas, and
200 varas to the north from the
rights of the limits for the chapel
there is set aside 100 square
varas, it being understood that
the inhabitants will have to fence
them well, immediately and
sufficiently, in order to prevent
animals from coming into the
cemetery, etc.
Carlos Beaubien

witnesses, J.L. Gaspar

Nasario Gallegos

*The Spanish phrase is pisos pasteos, Francisco
J. Santa Maria, Diccionario de Americanismos,
Mexico, 1942, Tomo II, p. 491, defines piso as “a
fee or tax which is paid to the owner of a pasture
land or field for each head of cattle which is
placed there to pasture” (tributo 0 derecho gue se
paga al dueno de un potrero 0 campo por cada
res gue se ponga alli de pastar).
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The Conservation Fund

The Conservation Fund creates partnerships with the private sector, non-profit organizations and
public agencies to protect our outdoor heritage - America’s special places. Unique among non-profit
conservation groups, the Fund’s charter includes provisions for programs and projects that blend
environmental and economic goals. Since its founding in 1985, a score of sustainable projects have
demonstrated how resources can be leveraged to produce both environmental and economic benefits.
In total, 337,099 acres in 30 states, with a cumulative estimated value of $142,459,254 have been
protected.

Oganization: The Conservation Fund - Since 1985, The Fund, a national non-profit organization, has
-helped its partners protect 400,000 acres - nearly 10,000 in Colorado.

Mission/Purpose: The Conservation Fund creates partnerships with the private sector, nonprofit

organizations, and public agencies to protect America’s outdoor heritage. Dedicated to excellence and
the entrepreneurial spirit, we constantly seek new opportunities to advance land and water conservation.

Model Projects Applicable to GO-CO:

Craig Mountain, Idaho: Co-op/Mitigation Project

We facilitated a multi-party transaction with: Aetna Life Insurance Company, the State
of Idaho, the Nez Perce Indian Tribe, the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA), The
Nature Conservancy, and the BLM. We acquired this 60,000-acre wildlife area at the
confluence of the Snake and Salmon Rivers using $7.2 million in mitigation funds from BPA
(mitigating the impact of a dam on the Clearwater River). Conservationists had been trying to
protect this area for over a decade when we were asked to step in. Craig Mountain is now in

public ownership and is managed as a wildlife conservation area by the Idaho Department of
Fish and Game.

Applicable Programs within The Conservation Fund
(see examples of projects in Annual Report):
« American Land Conservation Program
- Conserving the nation’s outdoor heritage using donations from private foundations.
« Government Co-ops
- Assisting-public agencies in protecting critical natural areas.
« American Greenways

- Creating a network of green areas throughout the nation.
« Land Advisory Services

- Planning and consultation services.
+ Sustainable Conservation

- Limited Development - integrating economic and environmental objectives.
« Conservation Buyer Program

- Assisting private individuals in finding and protecting unique natural areas.
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Suggested Project with GO-CO: Taylor Ranch: estimated value $25,000,000

The Taylor ranch comprises 77,000 acres of mountainous terrain on the western slope
of the Sangre de Cristos near the historic community of San Luis - Colorado’s oldest town. Its
amenities include: Culebra Peak - 14,069’ in elevation, several fishable streams with associated
wetlands and beaver ponds, four alpine lakes, a sizeable elk herd (providing spring, summer,
and fall range), black bear, mule deer, bighorn sheep, mountain lions, and the rare Rio
Grande Cutthroat Trout.

A key ecological feature is its proximity to other large undeveloped mountain tracts to
the north, south, and east. This provides safe migration routes for elk as they depart fall
ranges on the Taylor Ranch for winter range on the 500,000-acre Vermejo Ranch which is to
the south in New Mexico.

The real opportunity with The Taylor Ranch is to reunite the community of people who
have lived at the foot of this mountain tract and who, for an entire century had hunted, fished,
grazed cattle, and gathered wood here, with the land they have been separated from since the
Taylor family acquired it in 1960.
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