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THE SANGRE DE CRISTO LAND GRANT COMMISSION 

The Commission membership is broadly representative of parties interested in 
acquiring the Taylor Ranch and includes: 

+ 
Sangre de Cristo Catholic Parish 

San Luis Vega Board 

Costilla County Board of Commissioners 

Town of San Luis 

Land Rights Council 

Committee on Environmental Soundness 

Costilla County Citizens for Better Government 

Costilla County Conservancy District 

Costilla County Economic Development Council, Inc. 

People's Alternative Energy Services 

San Luis Valley Economic Development Council 

Colorado State Senators and Representatives 

Colorado Wildlife Commission/Division of Wildlife 

Colorado State Parks Board 

Great Outdoors Colorado Trust 

Colorado Historical Society 

National Park Service, USDI 

Colorado Department of Natural Resources 

Forest Service, USDA 

+ 

For a more detailed description of these entities and their particular roles in the 
acquisition under consideration, see Appendix C. 
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BACKGROUND .AND SUMMARY 

The 77,000 acre Taylor Ranch, 
(locally known as La Sierra mountain 
tract) is a unique historic, environmental 
and cultural land resource located at 
the foot of the Sangre de Cristo moun
tain range in the southeast corner of the 
San Luis Valley, the largest alpine valley 
in the world. At the base of La Sierra, 
the people of the villages of San Luis, 
San Francisco, Chama, San Acacio, 
San Pablo/San Pedro and San Isidro live 
in the oldest non-Indian settlements in 
Colorado. For over I oo years, their 
ancestors used this land to graze their 
sheep and cattle, to hunt and fish and 
to gather wood to heat and cook and to 
construct their adobe homes. 

Their access was denied by Jack 
T. Taylor, a lumberman from North 
Carolina, when he acquired and fenced 
the land in 1960. This unpopular action 
was challenged by the local people 
and has resulted in emotional controver
sy and lengthy, unresolved litigation in 
the Colorado courts for over 30 years. 

But things change, and much of 
the conflict ended when Jack Taylor 
died in I 988 leaving the Taylor Ranch 
as part of his estate. The entire ranch 
is now for sale by the Taylor family, an 
opportunity that cannot be overlooked 
by the state and local community. This 
property could become a crown jewel 
in Colorado's public lands and would 
be an exceptional addition to the public 
land trust of the state. 

Now is the time to seize this 
unique opportunity to acquire and pro
tect one of Colorado's last remaining 
largely-unspoiled mountain ecosystems. 
This spectacularly scenic property (La 
Sierra), although subject historically to 

low impact subsistence uses, is relative
ly pristine and wild. It is a tremendous 
natural resource in Colorado. Further, it 
includes within its boundaries resources 
of significance to the state: the 14,000 
foot Culebra Peak, the threatened Rio 
Grande Cutthroat trout and a robust elk 
herd of over 2,500 head. Each of these 
assets, along with many others, con
tribute to making the area a recreation 
resource as well. The mountain serves 
as the water shed for Colorado's oldest 
agrarian economy, fed by natural 
drainage and a system of hand-dug 
ditches comprising the first water rights 
adjudicated in the state. 

The Sangre de Cristo Land Grant 
Commission was appointed by 
Governor Roy Romer on September 27, 
I 993, to identify funding sources to pur
chase the Taylor Ranch (La Sierra) and 
to formulate specific recommendations 
for its management (See Appendix A, 
Executive Order). A broad-based coali
tion of local, state and federal agencies 
as well as voluntary citizens groups has 
been forged for the first time to work 
together to purchase the Taylor tract. 
This consensus and spirit of coopera
tion is necessary to secure funding 
from private foundations, corporations 
and individual sources. 

The Commission's goal is to ben
efit all those interested in preserving 
this land and its wildlife and making the 
tract publicly accessible for appropriate 
economic and recreational activities. 
According to the Commission's goals, 
any permanent plan must recognize 
and provide "for the preservation and 
wise stewardship of (La Sierra's) natural 
resources, for access to the land by 
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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY 

citizens of the State of Colorado, and 
for the ongoing protection of the histori
cal rights and traditions of the citizens 
of San Luis and Costilla County." 

In summary, the Sangre de 
Cristo Land Grant Commission submits 
the following recommendations to the 
Governor, the Colorado General 
Assembly and the people of Colorado: 

I . The Taylor Ranch should be 
acquired for public ownership in 
a unique partnership between 
the local community and the 
state of Colorado; 

2. The state and local community 
would develop a management 
plan for La Sierra that would 
assure the long-term protection 
and preservation of the property 
and its natural resources as well 
as the cultural and historic her
itage of the area. The uses of 
the land would be governed by 
this management plan; 

3. The local community would pur
chase an easement on the prop
erty through funds raised by a 
newly formed non-profit organi
zation. Several million dollars 
would be raised from the foun
dation and private sector for this 
purpose. 

4. The easement purchased by the 
local community would ensure 
that the local community would 
have undisputed ownership over 
the historic use rights of local 
residents. Those rights include: 

(a) traditional wood gathering for 
heating fuel, home construc
tion, farm fencing and canal 
building; 

(b) small-scale timber manage
ment for conservation pur
poses; 

( c) livestock grazing that accom
modates wildlife habitat and 
ecologically sound rangeland 
management; 

(d) permits for the cow elk har
vest in numbers authorized 
by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife; and 

(e) recreational uses including 
fishing pursuant to licensing 
regulations of the Division of 
Wildlife. 

s. The State of Colorado, through 
two divisions of the Department 
of Natural Resources, the Division 
of Wildlife and Colorado State 
Parks, will purchase the fee inter
est in the Taylor Ranch and exer
cise the state's rights to include 
the following public benefits: 

(a) hunters would have access 
to the abundant game on the 
77,000 acres and could hunt 
on the property in accord 
with the laws and regulations 
of the Division of Wildlife. 
The exception to this right 
would be the cow elk harvest 
mentioned above; 
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BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY 

(b) anglers would have access 
to the many miles of streams 
on the ranch and a fishery 
management program would 
be developed for trout and 
long-term fishing opportunities; 

( c) the state would emphasize 
the protection of the Rio 
Grande Cutthroat and its 
native habitat on the ranch 
given the threatened status 
of this fish species; and 

( d) recreational and environmen
tal education opportunities 
would be provided for hikers, 
campers, wildlife watchers 
and mountain climbers. 

6. A state park would be devel
oped to manage the recreation 
uses of La Sierra. The plan cre
ated for the park would be a part 
of the management plan for the 
property and would be consis
tent with the historical and cultur
al uses of La Sierra. 
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BENEFITS OF PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

There is a critical need for preser
vation of wildlands and open space for 
future generations of Coloradans. The 
Taylor Ranch property offers an excep
tionally significant opportunity for the 
State to act on that need. This pristine 
piece of the Sangre de Cristo mountain 
range is almost exclusively under private 
ownership at this time. The people of 
the state have had little or no access to 
this exceptional resource, but the 
grandeur and beauty of this place has 
been protected from overuse and 
allowed to exist in nearly its natural 
state for many years. 

This property is the hub of a 
unique ecosystem harboring a tremen
dous wealth of natural resources of 
special and unique diversity. The State 
should move expediently to take a 
leadership role in preserving and pro
tecting these resources and planning 
for the future use as well. We have 
come to understand what is environ
mentally sound is economically sound 
as well. By preserving Colorado's nat
ural beauty, we help to ensure a sus
tainable economy for our benefit today 
and for future generations. 

If we are in agreement about this 
basic premise, we must begin invest
ing in our outdoors. And the potential 
for acquisition of the Taylor Ranch is 
the first test of our resolve and our abil
ity to meet the challenge. In doing so, 
we leave our children the kind of out
doors that will fill them with pride and a 
sense of place and belonging that 
these places do for us today. 

Colorado enjoys a world-class 
reputation for beautiful places. La 
Sierra is one of those uniquely special 

places that Thomas Hornsby Ferril had 
in mind when he wrote "God only cre
ated so much Colorado." This property 
could be a crown jewel in Colorado's 
treasury of public lands. 

Colorado's residents and visitors 
alike are demanding additional wildlife 
recreation. Research shows a strong 
commitment to protect wildlife habitat 
and the natural heritage of wildlife 
enjoyment. Traditional hunters and 
anglers are concerned and willing to 
pay for adequate wildlife habitat protec
tion and management. There is a 
rapidly growing segment of society that 
enjoys wildlife for viewing, photogra
phy or "just knowing it's there." These 
people will also pay to ensure the 
preservation of this important piece of 
Colorado's natural and cultural heritage. 
State ownership and management of 
La Sierra will contribute to meeting 
those demands in a county where 
there is presently no public land. 

La Sierra is home to the wildlife 
that exemplifies Colorado and the 
mountain west and addresses many of 
the issues outlined above. The proper
ty is home to one of Colorado's quality 
elk herds, in high demand due to the 
large number of mature bulls. There is 
potential to develop this as a wintering 
area for the elk in the La Sierra valley. 
Other species such as deer and ante
lope, and the predators that rely on 
these species, are found here also. 
And the streams of La Sierra are home 
to the Rio Grande cutthroat throat, a 
unique sub-species of throat. Currently 
these streams are important habitat for 
this sub-species. 

La Sierra is a unique habitat and 
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BENEFITS OF PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 

a significant wildlife resource. There 
are no large tracts of public wild lands 
in this part of the state. La Sierra is a 
large property surrounded by other 
large tracts of public/private properties. 
Long-term protection of this area's 
wildlife resource may prove impossible 
if the area remains in private owner
ship. In public ownership, the state 
can focus resources and expertise on 
the long-term security and manage
ment of the resources of La Sierra. 

The emerging recreation oppor
tunities of La Sierra could represent a 
strong magnet for locals and visitors. 
Opportunities for hiking, backpacking, 
camping and sightseeing are potent. 
When packaged with the area's poten
tial for fishing and watchable wildlife, 
this area could draw visitors from 
throughout the region. There is consid
erable untapped potential to develop 
this area as a cultural history center as 
well. Such development would poten
tially make this a resource with interna
tional appeal. 

Research suggests development 
of multiple recreation opportunities 
help to draw visitors from a wider geo
graphical area and for a longer stay. 
La Sierra offers many opportunities to 
develop a wealth of compatible recre
ation options. These various facets 
could help strengthen the economic 
benefits to the local community. 
Without public ownership, little of this 
is likely to be available to the public. 

Assuming the State of Colorado, 
through the Department of Natural 
Resources and its two divisions, 
Wildlife and State Parks, can become a 
partial owner of La Sierra for part of its 

total cost, long-term protection and 
management of these natural 
resources will result. The citizens of 
Colorado, and local communities as 
well will benefit now and into the future 
if such a partnership evolved. La 
Sierra should not be one of those "the 
state should have gotten involved a 
long time ago" stories for future genera
tions to tell. 

Wide-spread destruction of natur
al resources and wildlife habitat is not 
eminent but if economic conditions 
and population growth should encour
age subdivision development, logging, 
mining and other large-scale impacts, 
this could change. State ownership 
will ensure careful long-term manage
ment decisions are made, with com
plete review of all public benefits. 

If the recommendations in this 
report are embraced by the people of 
the state, we can take a step towards 
sustaining our natural heritage, protect
ing our natural diversity of wildlife and 
providing for the recreational needs of 
citizens and visitors. Colorado's great 
outdoors belong to all of us, but we 
must have a vision to meet our future 
needs. If we miss opportunities like 
the acquisition of the Taylor Ranch, if 
we leave our problems unresolved, we 
threaten Colorado's quality of life and 
the economic well-being of our citizens. 

Draft Report 

10 



Sangre de Cristo 
Land Grant Commission Report 

:•:•:•:•:=:-:-:-:-:-:•:•:•:•:··· ·.·,:,:-:,····:···:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•: .·.·.;.;.·-:-:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:• :,:,:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:=:-:•:•:•:•:•:•:·· 

THE LOCAL CONTEXT 

La Sierra is located within 
Costilla County, Colorado, which con
tains 1,215 square miles and a popula
tion of 3, 156 ( 1991 figures). Costilla 
County is located in the south-central 
portion of the state and is one of the 
1 7 counties created by the first 
Territorial Legislature in 1 861 . San 
Luis, the County Seat established in 
1 851 , is the oldest continuously-occu
pied town in Colorado. 

Agriculture has long been a sta
ple of Costilla County's economy. 
Wheat, oats, barley, corn and potatoes 
have all been cultivated in the rich val
leys carved out by the Costilla, Rio 
Grande, Trinchera and Culebra rivers . 
The livestock industry has been an 
important basis of the economy, as cat
tle, sheep and horses all graze the land 
as well. However, the county has 
been and remains one of the poorest 
in the nation, with a poverty and unem
ployment rate well above the average. 
In 1990, the unemployment rate was 
13.41 percent; per capita personal 
income was $12 ,035 in 1989. 

Nonetheless, the people of the 
county have demonstrated an enduring 
love of the land and treasure their homes 
and families. Despite the substantial 
economic obstacles, they strive res
olutely to maintain and improve their 
lives in Costilla County including regain
ing their right to access the La Sierra. 
Acquisition of La Sierra could provide a 
critical component in the economic 
development efforts of the community. 

As used in this report "local peo
ple" includes the heirs of the original 
settlers of the grant. Heirs are currently 
defined for these purposes as people 
who can trace their heritage along the 
Culebra drainage back to I 960s and still 
reside or have family living in this area.3 

3 This definition is being reviewed at this time and may change based on legal interpretation. 
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GEOGRAPHY OF LA SIERRA1 

La Sierra comprises approximately 
77,(X)() acres of mountainous terrain on 
the western slope of the Sangre de 
Cristo mountains, located within south
ern Costilla County along the Colorado
New Mexico border. This tract was 
part of the original Sangre de Cristo 
land grant, awarded by the Mexican 
government in 1844. 

La Sierra is located approximate
ly eight miles east and southeast of 
San Luis and is north of the Colorado
New Mexico state line. Further, it is 
bordered on the east by several high 
alpine peaks, including State Line 
(12,867 feet), Purgatory (13,676 feet), 
vermeijo (13 ,723 feet), Red Mountain 
(13,908 feet) , Culebra (14,047 feet), 
Miranda ( 1 3,468 feet) , Lomo Liso 
(13,128 feet), Francisco (13,135 feet), 
Beaubien ( 13, 184 feet) and De Anza 
(13,333 feet). 

To the east of the La Sierra 
boundary lies the former 68,000-acre 
Bar NI Ranch, which was owned and 
operated by the Evergreen Land and 
Resources Company, a subsidiary of 
Colorado Fuel & Iron (CF&I)2

. During 
the 1 980s, the Bar NI Ranch was sub
divided into a number of 8,800- to 
22,000-acre ranches and sold to pri
vate individuals as recreational retreats. 

The northern boundary of La 
Sierra is formed by the Forbes Ranch. 
277,000 acres at the south end of the 
Forbes property (adjacent to the Taylor 
tract on the north) has been retained by 
Forbes Ranch for its own use, for open 
space, hunting and recreational purpos-

es. To the south lays the Dos 
Hermanos and the vermeijo Ranch. 

La Sierra's western property line 
is irregular and shared by numerous 
private-property owners, many of 
whom can trace their title and land-use 
traditions to the original settlers. 

Primary access to the La Sierra 
is gained from the village of Chama 
along Whiskey Pass Road in the north. 
Secondary access can be gained from 
the various adjacent villages. Interior 
access to the lower elevations of the 
tract is po~sible along relatively primi
tive jeep trails or un-maintained roads. 
The upper elevations of the tract are 
virtually inaccessible by vehicle, espe
cially during the winter months. 

The topography of La Sierra 
ranges from relatively flat, stream-fed 
meadows in the west to densely-forested 
mountains in the east. The upper ele
vations are defined by extensive talus 
slopes and high-alpine peaks such as 
the 14,047 foot Culebra Peak. This 
peak is a significant landmark since 
there are only 52 Colorado peaks which 
are higher than 14,000, and this is one 
of two located within private land. 

The property slopes downward 
from the east to the west and these 
slopes are cut by many creeks which 
form the watershed for the traditional 
villages and farm lands. The numerous 
streams include: El Pedregoso, Culebra, 
El Perdido, Bernardino, El Rito de Aban, 
Cuchilla Alta, El Puertecito, North Vallejos, 
South Vallejos, Rito Agua Azul, Alamosito, 

1 This section was prepared from information gathered by Nash.Johnson Associates, Inc., Real Estate Appraisers and Consultants, 
Englewood, Colorado. 

2we anticipate providing a more detailed description of this issue in the final report. 
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GEOGRAPHY OF LA SIERRA 

San Francisco, El Fragoso, Torcido, Jaroso 
and Cuates creeks. Many of these are 
fishable streams. La Sierra includes 
associated wetlands, beaver ponds and 
alpine lakes. 

La Sierra contains a wealth of 
wildlife including a herd of 2,500 elk, 
black bear, mule deer, bighorn sheep, 
mountain lions, the rare Rio Grande 
Cutthroat trout, turkey, blue grouse and 
numerous other species. The Rio 
Grande Cutthroat, for example, is only 
known to live in the waters of this 
region, which makes it a unique and 
valuable state treasure. 

A key ecological feature is the 
tract's proximity to other large, undevel
oped mountain tracts to the north, 
south and east, as described above. 
This feature provides safe migration 
routes for elk as they depart fall ranges 
on La Sierra for winter range on the 
soo,ooo acre vermeijo Ranch, which is 
to the south in New Mexico. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND4 

Although human occupation of to designate certain areas within the 
the San Luis Valley prior to 1849 has grant as ejido land, for the common 
not been well documented, the Utes usage of settlers for purposes such as 
and various other Indian groups almost grazing, hunting, fishing, timbering, 
certainly occupied portions of the wood gathering and recreation. The 
region. Spanish colonial expeditions principal lands designated for this pur-
into the area were frequent as well. All pose were the mountain lands, extend-
of what is today Costilla County was ing to the headwaters of the water-
part of the Sangre de Cristo land grant, shed. This provision assured settlers 
awarded by the government of Mexico control over the sources of water for 
in 1844 and patented by the U. S. gov- irrigation, which was essential to suc-
ernment in 1871 . The northern half, cessful farming, and upland pasturage 
known as the Trinchera Estate, com- for livestock during the summer grow-
prised 450,000 acres; the southern ing season. This was a subsistence 
half, known as the Costilla Estate, was system where farming, animal hus-
made up of 300,000 acres. bandry, hunting and wood-gathering 

The region wasn't permanently were wedded; all were essential to 
settled until 185 1 when San Luis was gaining a satisfactory livelihood. 
established. Because of recurring In 1848, at the conclusion of the 
Indian raids, a military post, Fort Mexican-American War, Mexico ceded a 
Massachusetts, was established shortly large portion of its northwestern territo-
after the initial settlements in the region ry to the United States. For the benefit 
took hold. However, by the early 1860s, of the Mexican settlers in the ceded ter-
with the establishment of Fort Garland, ritory, the eighth article of the Treaty of 
Indian raids became infrequent. Guadalupe Hidalgo provided "property 

The vast majority of the resi- of every kind now belonging to 
dents of the region's villages are Mexicans now established there shall 
descendants of the original settlers of be inviolably protected." At the time of 
San Luis. They are heirs to certain the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe 
land- use rights obtained by their Hidalgo, the owner of the Sangre de 
ancestors, who settled the territory Cristo grant was Carlos Beaubien, a 
within the Sangre de Cristo land grant naturalized Mexican citizen. 
pursuant to Mexican law and custom. In 1860, the Grant was con-

These land grants were the firmed by Congress, and in 1871 , it 
instruments by which the Mexican gov- was patented at roughly 1,000,000 
ernment sought to encourage settle- acres, including within its boundaries 
ment in the San Luis Valley and else- all of the land which today comprises 
where in the northern Rio Grande Costilla County, Colorado. During the 
region. To promote settlement, decade between when the Sangre de 
Mexican law provided for the grantee Cristo land grant became part of the 
4 Much of the information in this section is based upon the research contained in the Preliminary Manuscript on the History of the 
Sangre de Cristo Land Grant and the Claims of the People of the Culebra Siver Villages on Their Land, prepared by Marianne L. 
Stoller, Professor of Ethnohistory, Department of Anthropology, The Colorado College, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

United States and its 1860 confirmation 
by Congress, Beaubien had recruited 
roughly 1 , 700 Mexican settlers through 
sales and donations of land on which 
to build permanent villages and under
take farming. This enabled him to fulfill 
his promise to " ... encourage the agricul
ture of the country and place it in a 
flourishing condition." To ensure the 
survival of these villages, Beaubien 
provided settlers with access to all of 
the resources necessary to make them 
self reliant, which included rights to 
pasturage and to harvest the natural 
resources of the mountain lands. If 
such provisions had not been made, 
settlers could not have been attracted 
to the grant. 

In 1863, Beaubien continued to 
protect and encourage settlement pur
suant to Mexican land-grant law and 
custom by executing and recording a 
document dedicating certain rights and 
privileges to the settlers. (See Appendix 
E for English translation of this docu
ment.) In accordance with the Mexican 
land tenure practice, as has been 
noted, ejido lands were set aside for 
communal uses, including hunting, 
fishing, grazing, wood gathering and 
recreation. 

For more than I oo years, the 
Mexican settlers and their descendants 
were uninterrupted in their communal 
use of this land for the purposes out
lined by Beaubien. Indeed, their liveli
hood depended on these land-use 
rights. As late as 1 949, Rafael Moses 
(later to become Jack Taylor's attorney) 
acknowledged his understanding of 
these rights in a letter to the local people, 
which reads: 

In 1 936 Mr. Albert L. Moses gave 
an opinion to J. J. Valdez and Mr. 
J. E. Sanchez that the owners of 
land in the grant who obtained 
their title through those originally 
settling the land have the right to 
go upon the timbered portions of 
the grant and take therefrom the 
necessary fire wood for their own 
personal uses and the necessary 
timber for use in connection with 
the land which they own (but not 
for sale), and likewise, have the 
right to pasture their own domes
tic animals, not be herding them 
upon the land but by permitting 
them to graze thereon. 

We still believe that this is the 
case and that you would have 
the right to stop anyone who 
interferes with these rights. 

In 1960, Jack T. Taylor, Jr. of 
North Carolina purchased La Sierra 
from the Costilla Land Company for 
$7.00 per acre. Taylor's deed provided 
that: 

All of the land hereby conveyed ... 
(is) also subject to claims of the 
local people by prescription or 
otherwise to rights to pasture, 
wood, and lumber and so-called 
settlement rights in, to and upon 
said land .... 

Shortly thereafter, Taylor initiated 
an action under the Torrens Title 
Registration Act to def eat the long
standing claims of the local people. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

This action resulted in a I 965 decree 
in the Federal District Court invalidating 
the local people's use rights and con
firming Taylor's sole title in the land. 
However, in the years that followed, 
the local people never acceded to this 
decree in words or deeds. Today, they 
continue to maintain that the Torrens 
action was fraught with procedural 
irregularities consciously pursued by 
Mr. Taylor's legal counsel to undermine 
their due process and property rights. 
These arguments have been raised in 
the case of Rael v Taylor filed by the 
Land Rights Council of Costilla County 
in I 981 . Regardless of the outcome of 
this lawsuit, the controversy will not be 
resolved. A decision regarding this suit 
is presently pending in the Colorado 
Supreme Court. (See Appendix D.) 

Jack Taylor died in I 988, and La 
Sierra became part of his estate. The 
property has been for sale since that 
time. While there have been a number 
of offers, none of the sales have gone 
through. Currently, the property is 
under purchase-option contract by 
unknown private partie(s). There have 
been numerous discussions with the 
Taylor family concerning the purchase 
of the tract for the benefit of the local 
community, the citizens of Colorado 
and all of those across the nation who 
are concerned about the conservation 
of open wildlands and the preservation 
of historical cultures, should this oppor
tunity present itself. 
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LAND ACQUISITION PLAN 

How will La Sierra be used in the 
years to come? How will those uses 
impact the environment and affect all 
the citizens of the State of Colorado? 
The answers to these questions will be 
largely determined by those who own 
and manage the land. The Commission 
believes the best way to protect both 
the land and the culture of the commu
nity is through joint purchase and man
agement by the local citizens and the 
State of Colorado. 

The Sangre de Cristo Land Grant 
Commission recommends the 
Conservation Fund, a national non-prof
it land conservation organization (see 
Appendix F) negotiate and structure a 
transaction on behalf of the State of 
Colorado and the La Sierra Foundation 
and Land Trust of San Luis. This local 
non-profit corporation will hold and 
manage the easement rights in keeping 
with local interests, in cooperation with 
the state. (This Foundation and Land 
Trust is in the process of being estab
lished). 

The structure of the transaction 
would be as follows: 

The Conservation Fund would 
purchase La Sierra, the 77,0CX) acre 
Mountain tract, and then make two 
subsequent conveyances: one, to the 
State of Colorado and the other to the 
La Sierra Foundation and Land Trust. 
The State would purchase the fee own
ership of the land and the La Sierra 
Foundation and Land Trust would pur
chase an easement to protect the land 
and to preserve for the local people 
their historical use rights in perpetuity. 
The exact nature of this joint ownership 

would be dependent on the acquisition 
process, but in any event, the following 
minimum requirements would be main
tained: 

+ The use rights of the local 
people will be guaranteed in 
perpetuity. 

+ La Sierra will be managed in 
an environmentally and culturally 
sound manner for the benefit 
of the public as a whole and 
the local people. 

+ Management decisions affecting 
La Sierra will be made through 
a partnership between the 
state and the local people. 

+ Each party will own an interest 
in land in perpetuity with 
corresponding rights and 
obligations. 

Easements are an accepted 
mechanism for assuring the ownership 
of the rights sought by the La Sierra 
Foundation and Land Trust; these 
easements have been used before by 
the state and federal government as 
well as numerous states and nonprofit 
entities. Colorado is one of the few 
western states to have adopted the 
Uniform Conservation Easement Act. 
The easement would control the use of 
the land in perpetuity and prohibit com
mercial activities such as mining, log
ging, subdivision and any other activi
ties that would be damaging to the nat
ural environment. In addition, it would 
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LAND ACQUISITION PLAN 

guarantee to the local people their tra
ditional rights such as low impact graz
ing, wood gathering, recreation and 
access to hunting and fishing. 

Potential sources of State 
monies for the purchase are: Great 
Outdoors Colorado Board, the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife, Colorado 
State Parks, the Colorado Historical 
Society, the Colorado Department of 
Local Affairs and potentially other agen
cies and organizations. 

The La Sierra Foundation and 
Land Trust would approach private 
foundations and the public for funds to 
purchase the easement. Preliminary 
discussions with foundations have indi
cated interest. 

An appraisal of $21.1 million 
was secured by the Taylor family and 
submitted to the U .s. Forest Service for 
review in 1 992. However, this 
appraisal was never approved by the 
Forest Service. The Commission rec
ommends that a new appraisal of the 
property be undertaken immediately. 

The Commission recommends 
normal legislative and administrative 
review consistent with transactions of 
this type and as required by state 
statutes and regulations. 
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MANAGEMENT PLAN 
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Recommendations: 
A . Create a management board 

democratically representing local 
and state owners and reflecting 
the minimum principles as set 
forth above. 

B. The management board will be 
responsible for developing a 
comprehensive long-range man
agement plan based on appro
priate environmental and cultural 
assessments. 

C. The Commission recommends 
historical user rights (as outlined 
below) be purchased by the La 
Sierra Foundation and Land 
Trust. These use rights shall be 
recognized in the management 
of the property. The land shall 
be open to public use as set 
forth below. 

i). The traditional wood gather
ing rights will be acquired by 
La Sierra Foundation and 
Land Trust. A forest man
agement plan will be com
pleted, which emphasizes 
local management of non
commercial wood gathering 
for heating fuel, home con
struction (vigas and latias)5

, 

farrn fencing and corral building. 
ii.) Small-scale timber manage

ment, for conservation pur
poses and the benefit of local 
people, may be authorized 
by the management board 
under the guidelines of the 
forest management plan. 

iii.) The management board will 
ensure that a long-term graz
ing plan accommodates 
wildlife habitat and environ
mental management issues. 
The La Sierra Foundation and 
Land Trust will acquire rights 
to the historic levels of 
domestic livestock grazing. 

iv.) The Colorado Division of 
Wildlife will continue to be 
responsible for all wildlife 
management activities, 
including the requirement to 
purchase appropriate licens
es. Elk hunting will be man
aged to maximize the cow 
harvest for the benefit of the 
local people and general pub
lic participation for bull har
vest opportunities 

6
. Local 

control will be accomplished 
5 Ceiling beams and planking 
4 This element will likely be expanded, including a further elaboration on access rights and local control. 
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MANAGEMENT PLAN 

by acquiring access rights. 
The La Sierra Foundation and 
Land Trust will acquire the 
cow elk hunting "access 
rights" in perpetuity. Bull elk 
hunting will be open to the 
general public in accordance 
with wildlife commission reg
ulations. The plan should 
consider management prac
tices to maximize use of La 
Sierra by wintering herds of 
deer and elk and to minimize 
adjoining private-property 
damage by big game animals. 

v.) Fish management will 
emphasize protection of Rio 
Grande Cutthroat habitat, 
catchable trout management, 
where appropriate, and long
term fishing opportunities. 

vi.) Other recreational opportuni
ties, such as mountain biking, 
hiking, camping, environmental 
education, watchable wildlife 
and other compatible uses, 
should be addressed in the 
long-range plan created by 
the management board. 

o. The Commission recommends a 
plan be developed for the cre
ation of a state park. This plan 
shall be consistent with the 
preservation of the historical and 
cultural uses of La Sierra and 
the adjoining communities. An 
environmental and cultural 
impact study shall be undertaken 
before a decision is made con
cerning the location, size and 
use of the state park. Given 

present and expected budget 
constraints, State Parks antici
pates a I o to I 2 year delay 
before construction can begin 
and park operations opened. 

E. The long-range management 
plan should include considera
tion of the creation of an histori
cal and cultural resource center 
as well as additional educational 
opportunities. 

F. The majority of the land will be 
managed as a State Wildlife Area; 
day-to-day management will be 
done in partnership with Colorado 
State Parks much as Mueller 
State Park is managed today. 
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CONCLUSION 

The people of Colorado have 
been presented with a window of 
opportunity to acquire for all our citi
zens the Taylor Ranch or La Sierra as it 
is known by the locals. It is a spectac
ular and unique mountain tract located 
in the heart of the Sangre de Cristo 
mountain range in the San Luis Valley 
offering the State remarkable natural 
resource, wildlife and recreation values. 

For over I oo years, the property 
sustained the economy and culture of 
the citizens of the area. After 33 years 
in private hands, the property is once 
again available for sale to be added to 
the inventory of public properties pro
tected and preserved for public use. 
This is a once-in-a-generation opportu
nity for the people of Costilla County, 
the State of Colorado and the nation to 
acquire a unique natural and cultural 
resource that can benefit of all. 

Now is the time to be visionary, 
to seize this significant opportunity to 
acquire this vital asset for our citizens. 
In an extremely short time, the mem
bers of the commission have come 
together to produce this call to action. 
It is the recommendation of this 
Commission that the State work in part
nership with the La Sierra Foundation 
and Land Trust to make Taylor Ranch 
part of Colorado's protected public 
properties. we believe this opportunity 
should be pursued immediately and 
vigorously. 
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APPENDIX A 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

STATE-OF COLO.RADO 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 
1 )6 State Capitol 
Denver, Colorado 80203 · 1792 
Phone 00)) 866-2471 B .• 015 . 93 . 

WHEEEAS, 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

EXECUTIVE · ·o ·· ~ 'ri E·· R 

SANGRE DE CRISTO . LAND: G.RANT. COMMI_S~:t;:ON 
. _. } '. 

in 1844 tfre Mex.:i.bail .Government awarded the million 
acre s~ngi::~ .. 4~t eri.st_<> '~J'.l.~. ~<}i:}\1~} .. ~~f~h included 
wj."thin i~~-J?6uilqarj.es -~·i1,_qt tjlti).:~nd:'·which today 
comprises· . Costil;ta. ·c9µnty; ···. coJgraci~>"; . . . 

·.. . ' .... .. · . . . . · 

the United st~te~ . Gqvernment ·. . subsequently 
recogn·ized the· vali~ity ··c>( .. the:·'. S_angre de Cristo 
Land Grant;' . . . . . . . . . - .. . . . 

. . . . . . . ~ ·- . . 

in 1960, J.ack. Taylor purchased the last r~aining 
unfenced .. _portion .. ·of .. the .. . Grant . inciuding 
approximately _ 77,000 . acres of . _mquntainous . . la,nd 
adjacent to ColoradO.•s .. oldE?$t ~£own.s :··of San. Luis, 
San Francisco, San Pabi"c>", '· and "Chama; ·" 

for more thah 100 yea'.~s .. -~f{~i:.,. 'to .. • ~~' :.1aylor 
purchase, the citizens· of· .. Costilla· . ·county .. used 

Roy Romer 
Governor· 

this land as a_ .. place ... .to hunt, . .f.isli, ~gathe.r .. wood, . 
graze animals for :. ·c1omestic ·.use·s.~·-·and··:recreation; 

. . . . . .._ .. ... ~ ..... :.· .. ~-.:.;,- -. " . . !::: 't . •• • • - •• • • '".'"' • ••• • •• 

WHEREAS, 
i ·· . · - .. · · ,_ · ··· : · ·: · . . · ; . . n .. ' :. . ·. ! :..; , ·:· ::: ... =r ..;.. . 1 :f :=· rt :. : . # ;:: ·.{.\·: :f~ [ 

dur incj t:he .three .·tde9aq~~-. .::·Si~~e-,/~ay~or '. ~;. p~<;:hase 
~f the land ·:, ,Jhe·re ·: ha~.: .. :··: been, . co~~igerable 
controversy conc~rning_·_ the : histori9al . cla,ims of 
the °local people~ : ·· · · 

WHEREAS, . the Estate of Jack Ta.yio·r . ·,has {ndica:~ed an 
interest in selling the .Taylor ·Ranch, has several 
outstanding opfi6~s. for th¢ possible purchase of 
th.e Taylor Ranch, and ·has indicated that if those 
sales are not consummated, that ·the Estate would 
be interested in selling the Taylor Ranch to the 

WHEREAS, 

State; · · 

the Sangre de Cristo Land Grant and the Taylor 
Ranch have unique historical and cultural 
significance to the people of the .State of 
Colorado as a whole, and in particular to the 
descendants of the original Hispanic settlers of 
our state; 

WHEREAS, the Taylor Ranch has important wildlife, 
recreationa l , open space and other natural values; 
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WHEREAS, the acquisition oLthe 'raylor Ranch would present 
a uniqu.e opportunity for the peopie of Costilla 
County and the .. ·state·-·of· Colorado 'by forging a new 
and .· b.~.t~~-- un9~:z;st~~4~ng,,,~of .. ~e :-0.~~t_ory of th~ Southwest·, thEt .. ,safr-··r;ufs ··valley, _ .. and . its early 
HisEaµi_y se~t).~~:(, .,.~JU?.fWCi~g._ our, ":ppreciation for 
the _~:·rel~tioh~Jf~p.t'..\bet~iee# · . land : and people,·· 
;pi;eser:ving .. , 'the'; ·.-n_atu.rai: :' .~e,so~cet{··. and important 
wildlife :of _: thti,':r~gfon arid'·creating :a ·.healthy and 
viable· · 1ocaT economy; arid . . . . 

WHER;EA.s·/ ·~_'ttf~. ra§1oi'_ :·Rarich .caii··_b¢ . a natio_ria11y sign it icant· 
' ·. mcicfe·1 ·· · · of · · c61labbrati ve · management for the 

protection and enjoyment of natural resources; 

NOW THEREFOIU:°~ I~ Roy ·;'R6m'er: ': Governor of · the State of 
Ce>iortidb~ : . 1,1114.'~f.~· the··.· ·_-}H~t~~>z::ity: . ve~ted in. ~e by the 
Coristitution-'and ):he laws··of the·'state of ·col"orado, DO HEREBY 
ORDER" A.Nii ·DIRECT··.THE FOLLa°WING: :, . '. . . . . . . : : ,· ·. :· . 

. ~-.~f,.:··, • . - ; ·_. : : ; ;_ . .": . I :,;~ _!.i ~_: . . 

1. A Sangre de Cristo Land Grant Commission ("Commission") 
.· · ::· .·:·f~-;-? -~f~bt~~-~f~~fis~~~r~:;;-~,.::t :' . . : : - ,. .. _ .. ; ,.;.-. : . . . . . 

2 . · -Tliet ~'commissi:~n stia11<.:,;','bd:>. '::6omprisea :.:of rio· more than 
. · .. : twenty~·f1:ve'.':-· ( 25 r~; · mem6ers<~ :appointed·::· by the . Governor. 

M~mbers shall include one (1) representative from each .. 
· .. of "the -: f'"ollowing: ·.: sangr'e'· de ·-'Cristo ' .. ~ Pai;ish'; the :· Vega·' 

Bdard ;· · ·.' the{ '·~- Co:stilla'=': · ·county" Boarcf of County 
Commissioners; the ·· rsan Luis . Town · Council; the Land 
Rights Council; the Comnii t'tee on Environmental 
Soundness; the Costilla County Citizens for Better 
~~v'errurient,y the :costilla County Water Conservancy 
District; -· the Costilla · County Economic Development · 
Counc11·; the Peoples' Alternative Energy Services; the 
San Luis Valley Economic Development Council;' the State 
Repr~sentative representing Costilla County; the State 
Senato~ representing : ~ostilla County; the Wildlife 
Commission; the Colorado Board of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation; the Great Outdoors Colorado Board; the 
Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources and the directors of the Colorado Divisions of 
Wildlife and Parks and Outdoor Recreation or their 
designees; the State Historical Society; the United 
States Forest Service; the National Parks Service; and 
additional members may be appointed to the Commission by 
the Governor as deemed appropriate including 
representatives from Colorado's environmental and open 
space organizations. · 
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APPENDIX A 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Jgre Q t~L 2} Grant Commission 
September 27, 1993 
Page 3 

J. The Commission shall have the responsibility to report 
to me by December 15, 1993 on the following: 

(a) the identification of specific funding sources for 
the purchase of the Taylor Ranch; 

(b) the formulation of specific recommendations for a 
comprehensive land management program for the 
Taylor Ranch which recognizes and provides for the 
preservation and wise stewardship of its natural 
resources, for access ·to the tand by citizens of 
the State of Colorado, and for the ongoing 
protection of the historical rights and traditions 
of the citizens of San Luis and Costilla County. 
This land management program should provide for 
appropriate shared responsibility by local, state 
and/or federal representatives. 

4. No compensation shall be provided to members of the 
Commission for their services on this Commission. 

5. The Commission shall be staffed by the Colorado 
Department of. Natural Resources, and shall be chaired by 
the Executive Director of the Department. The 
Commission shall consult with experts as appropriate, 
regarding legal, historical, natural resources, 
economic, ethnic, environmental and cultural issues. 

6. This Executive Order shall expi re two years from the 
date of its execution unless otherwise extended by 
Executive Order. 

GIVEN under my hand and the 
Executive Seal of the State o f 
Colorado this twenty-seventh 
d~- tembe r, 1993 . 
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APPENDIX 8 
MEDIA ARTICLES 

Science & Environment 

:.,1,i..e Sanchez leads r,crses across a friend 's field before looking for stray cattle on land the family leases from the Taylor Ranch . 

Ending a 
range war 
at Taylor 
Ranch 

Stole is u ·o rking 
( "; JI ti /1/ll{jUC 

c/c(I/ ir) hur 
-~. UOO-ocTe I roe! 

R«•y Mov1ttai11 Nnus Su:ff H :;.,_,;~- -

AH WIS - . .\ \1'1!d \\'est range 
war tha t has sparked 
s hoot.au:; 2nd suspicious 
fires ior de~ades w uld finally 
end if conserva:ioni,ts and 
state leaders succo,ed in buy
ing a southern Colorado 
ranch. 

Backers nt!gUiiCH mg iO bu~· 
the 77 .000-acre Taylor l,'.anc~. ~ca: 5.in 
Luis. Colorado's oldes, w ·~·n. ,a:, ,he pur
chase could protect ;:,~,s, •ne !dll~ where elk 
and black bears roa"' 

Larger than the c:::: n: lk:: ·:~:. the land 
would cost from 52".! ::·,::'.i •J:1 ~: .. ~:~3 :-:-:!!hon. 
It incl udes Cule bic ~Crtl'\ . u:;c: :,: 0:1: y !"-'O 
pnvateiy 01..vnt:d 1.; 1 • • .i::- 'i,.J1) !. ; t" ·.: r::; ,:: Col
orado. 

The dt!tt l could re: ;: .\:':" :~i .": · ~ :· ·~t. s.~en · 
d .. rn t:; oi Color(td11 ~ :·.:-,;: ) ;..i.::·:~-: :-1.!r.! lt: :-~ 

who hunled. iishc~ . . ~..!~ ~it':t-:: ·.1.·:.,._.~j 3:id 
~raz ed caalt· lhc: rt' _:!J...- :· ~ '. !c,11 .. :~:: :.-?:1d 
;.{Tam:. The subs1slt:': ;.:-: :.'i.:m,;;: ,!,~ :·~::d1 
er; 105: ~hose ng ~1 = .. ::. : ..... >11 .,,:·::•" : I"\•: !a:c: 
Nu;~!': C2;c,i m2 ·: . :-. T;1yk,: 
l><Jt;;,.:: .: : ~1.: i.md. 
t1::r! :~: :·~·~ tr: ned ~ 1. .. :· . 1.' :;..·. · · ·,..; : 

" \\'.:·: .. · .1 '. k1:1g a:~._· · _,._. · ~., :. 
\ l ' ii~ ':' :,,;;;_,t..:d : 1; ~! t:.~. .-..:. · · .;·.: . ..; ··::~; n 

~1r11: ~t.·:; :r.k:1: ChJ: .':' .J : ::,· •:.:il 
lair.'-"?., :.:ir sttul , .: :·.~· "·: ii,t. : .. .:.. ; .. _. ;; .. ·cd 
~:C;t: 

The Rev. Pat Valacz ,s :>as•.o• '.; !;:,cs~· 
gre de Cr,sto Cathoi,c C ··.v • ; · ~,., 

~U!S . 

· 1 : . :i I; ' ~ :li: '): '. I• +.'. I ,: 

( 1·.·..:.~ : ;'i (' ·• t' , : : · -. 

>;Jurn:tg :Jili1~i~ : .. i:~; , ... 
'J,: :1:pµc(! th:t..:C l'l•W!)t ;, ~ 1,, ,~; -

1:uo tu, ... ·~. ;;r •• \ ·:;:i:· . ..: 1: ,.. ~ :: · 
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Pftotos by H~ Stoetze/Roctcy Mount.a.,, News 

arson. A riot ensued and the shenfi ,hrew 
Taylor in jail. The hatred culminated when 
Taylor was shot in the foot 1n his own bee 
The propem· seemed cursed. One ranch 
boss ,vas murdered there by ar. angry ior
mer employee. And in \fa :,. ,he S60.00i.l 
ranch house burned to the ground in a sus 
picious blaze. 

The atuchments to the land are as oid a; 
western set:lement. 'vlexicai, µ1un c~r ; 
from Taos firs: s;>ied Cujebi2 Peak 1:1 !hl· 

1840s as the,· pushed nor:hwa:d ,n: r. "·•~-

on~~~~' ~l~;~\~;u~~1 t.:'s~~~!~~·a lley. 
Settiing 1i1 :!':e -:·alic~ ;,~ ~ .i14JP :~c< ·.:: t· ·. 

st:ratchcd O~i :::i :: fa:: :~~ J::C rJ ?:- · ·,: .:: :::.,: 
herd$ oi ca t ::e .:~ . .: 

Ru1:1s o:· ::.~:; .!C·,~-: 
land.;caiX ~~::: ~:: C' 
SJ:i Lu is . $2:-: t '::: ;, ;t ::r: 
:i~e it1i.k5 i•: :·~,t~ ::i;,· . 
ri a:1g a::. :i !~~.-. :: :-.t.":··: ~ : : · ..; .. ..: : ., .. 
: ~;; ·:. L1..l! v :-'.·'..: : .: :: '- ~ .·: n· ~ 

:·:!c \le:- ·:.: :~ ..; .. ,·. c':-·: .. ··· · 

1·. ,.. ·., . ... :· ! 

'·'· : 

:· .; ,::.: : · 
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MEDIA ARTICLES 
RANCH from 28A 

Beaubien gave pioneers individ
ual plots of land and. in the Span
:;h trAdition. set aside la SirrTa 
/or communal hunting and grazing. 

Beaubien in 1864 sold the ·Wld 
to Colorado. s fu,;t territorial eov
ernor, W&llwn Gilpin. But the resi
dents oontinued to use the moun
tain property. 

In the winter. they collected 
piilon &nd aspen limbs for fire. 
wood. Many homes ,ull rely on 
wood-burning stoves. 

In the summer, the settlen led 
herds to enze on the expansive 
~lopes. Water Oowini off the high 
peaks fed streams &nd irriptioo 
ditches. Each Fourth ol July. rcsi
~ celebnted with picnics 

"It not only nourished them, but 
~ was a definite spiritual tic 
between tbcsc communities &nd 
the mountain," said the R.c'<t Pat 

~ -~:J/ctJ:1r~ 
Luis. 

All that changed in 1960 when 
Jade Ta)ior llcw over the property 
in his private plane. The North 
Carolina lumberman was on bis 
·.,·a;· somewhere ci;c. but Culcbn 
~nr. neighboring peaks enticed 
him. 

He envisioned a hunti111 rettat 
and saw 1oegini potential on some 
slopes. 

Taylor landed at a small airport 
in northern New Mexico, found a 
land agent &nd insisted 00 buying 
the~ It wasn't for sale, but 
the feisty North Carolinian struck 
a deal anyway: $500,000 for 121 
square miles. He purchased it 
from a group of Denver business
men. 

Tbcrc was one ca!Ch. The deed 
specified that Costilla County resi
dents bad "settlement riahts." 
including rights to pastures 111d 
wood.. Taylor later went to federal 
court and won clear title to the 
property, cancelling any of the res
idents' historic claims. 

his father rJise cattle on La Sierra . 
"We took it for granted. But he 
(Jack Taylor) was mean. He didn't 
like Spanish people. We fought it, 
but he won." 

The violence peaked in 1975 
when a volley of bullets rained 
through the roof of Taylor's ranch 
house in the middle of the night. 
Asleep in bed, Taylor was 5hot in 
the foot. The Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation probed the shootinig, 
but no one was &rTcsted. And 
locals uy no one ever has brarged 
about pulling the trigger. 

'Iaylor n.ccly returned to Col
orado after thaL 

'The ranch has evolved into a 
destination for out-of-town 

· 'bunters who pay the 'Iaylon thoa
llllds o( dollars each to hunt OD 

·. the private spread. 
With Jack Taylor'a death in 1988 

came a c:hanie- His son, Zachary 
uylor; has adopted I c:oociliatory 
tone. meeting with area residents, 
Juctioning olf IOIDC permits for 
hunting and . sponsoring annual 

· "woodfcsts" in which locals an. 
take fruckloads ol fallen timber for 
firewood. 

Friends ol the current ranch 
boss arc allowed to fish and tulle 
on the property. Climbers an 
acale CuJchra b-1 fee. 

But are.a residents want tbcr 
full acceu to the mounuin 

. . rcatored. 
. In . May. the ranch house in 
which· Taylor was shot burned. 

. Autboritica suapccted anon. Oth
ers say an ~ malfunction 
was to blame. No arrests have 
been made, but the turmoil contin-
ucs. . 

"Unless pcaa: is made with 
'We have to find a harmonious middle e'ound for the use of that local people, no maticr who owns 
land, .. says Maria Valdez, a Sari Luis envi~tal actMst. it. it 'WOD't work." said Jaquez, 

pCounal.residcnt of the Land Rights 
The Land Rigbu Council in San 

Luis sued to rcpin the riihts in 
1981. The a,sc is now on appeal 
before the Colorado Supreme 
Court. 

While Taylor so far has pre
vailed in court. he never won over 

the residents. 
Violent confrontations erupted U the state buys the land. the 

almost immediately. . Spanish, dcsocndants would ,ct 
Tayloe armed .himself and his spccia) acx:icss in a deal that con

cmployecs, built earthen bani- servationists say would be unique. 
cadcs on the roads and encircled "This would be groundbreaking 
the nncb with a barbed-wire for the lower -48," sai<! Tom Macy, 
fence. He vowed to shoot the western ~r for the Conser
horses ~ from under trespassers vation Fund, I non:.profit group 
and, on Thanksgiving Day 1961, brokering the deal ''This is not 
admitted beating three men who just' another lute oonscrvation 
strayed onto his land. project. This is one that would 

Taylor said the men had set fire incorporate historic rights." 
to a trailer 111d shot up a bulldozer. Macy and others envision a pub
The men·~ they were look- lie park with DO logging, mines or 
ing.for a stray bcifcr. Alter beating -subdivisions. But like Alaska's 
the men, Taylor took ·their pie- Indians who arc allowed to hunt 
tures. loaded the men .in the back and fish in that sute's national 
of a pickup truck and hauled them parks, Costilla County natives. 
into town. Taylor wanted them would have spccia) access .. 
jailed. Instead. the sheriff booked · ".It could represent almost a 
the millionaire and two hired guns museum of the culture and history 
on assault 111d kidnapping charges. of the Southwest," 5aid Ken 

In sensational trials, Taylor was Saluar, state natural resources 
convicted of a minor assault di.rector. "It's a way of maintaining 
charge and fined. The cowboys a way of life, a way to pass down 
were charged with arson. but the traditions and culture." 
never convicted. Zachary Tayloe; who inherited 

"He Cl'3cked my head open. I the land, has drafted a lener of 
was knocked to the grnund... intent to sell the property to the 
recalled one of the victims, Gilbert sute. 
Medina. He said he was hospital - At least one private buyer has 
izcd for 11 days. the first option on the Land. Area 

Now a retired school security residents say poverty in the area 
, guard and . rancher. Medina says makes it ripe for exploitation. 
his bitterness has laded. They worry a mining company 

"I got the beating. But I'm still could taint their water. Or condos 
here. I'm a pretty healthy Mexi- could dot the peak. 
can. And he's dead." u private buyers Call through by 

Nest : · , ·.: ~ , ·i~7''<._ For others the wounds ha"en 't November. as negotiators expect, 
· -' • ~ · - .f' if'";,"","'- -., -··~: healed. Colorado "ill have the first option 

__ . "•· · ·-·"-'>: ' .'..;,; '"We lost e,•erything," said to buy. Completing the"dcal 11.·ould 
Umiles ::: ·:'.>~:~.:· .. ·, "c.<h,J'. Daniel · Quinuna. •who·spcnt ''hi5'-'" ~1-,e,at~si .uc.a,r,., '""' 1 . 11-..; 

Joseph w.,.'.::.;/t:;ky"~~tait:e~~!.:'" 'yoiJth 'g.itlleririg " 'ood and helping ·-· " 
... - _, See RANCH on JOA 
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Taylor Ranch 
off-limits for 

years 
By Katie Kerwin 

SAN WIS ·As a .haven for 
. wildlife, th~ mountainous Tay
. lor Ranch as an environmental 
rem.· San ~ia v.Jlcy natives 

.. ~J you. -~q>uc :ve11ow-
stonc to that o~ there's no 
comparison:•1, uys ·Gilbert 

~~- ~. ~~~itv. 
age beating lor~«i 
the · land 31 :rears qo: "We 
used · ~ ~ · wild·· turlccys, 
D'IOUDtam · lioaa \ and elk; ·. 10 
many cllc, ,, l!c realls. .. . .:· . 

·.:' What nw:e.s .. the·. ranch: 
.: ccolofially : nli.lable, ·.acme 
~ ~ bioloeim DJ is 
ltl. proxunity to huae .tracta o( 
undevdopcd land: Elk:·can eas

j)y migrate·· from .: excellent 
sprizlr, summer 111d ~ . . 
00 thc -'Iaylorpropcrty.to~ 
ter range oo the 600,000-aae 

. Vcnnejo ·Padc" Rach· in · New 
.. Mmc:o;~!Jr.~Co. .. 

North of 1-Jlor Jlmch,li!:s 
. the late Malcolm-Fod,ca'4Wo 

:tr:r250~~~ 
.. Mount :Bla.Qa.. The -.outbern 

-~~1?'4the· 
· · ' While.Culcbia Pealtincftbc 
. IDOIIIIWIIS it' cmbn6es 

ftl~ 
. have~·to·grueac;ouple 
doien cows on·the.lowlanas or 
to pther wood." Othernncak 
onto the'rancli 'fora'hike orto 
get a little revcnge·agamst.the 
millionaire· owners'. who ·.have 
blocked thC!ll.outforyears. 

"It's_ notvirg41 la¢. !>ut it's 
pretty closc,',l..'uys . Clwlie 
Jaqucz;:.a·.higfi~~ ·math 
teacher and activist.in.tlic bat. ·~e:==~-mcrits of the land exist. But in 
pampli!ets 'to'.;lure' . printe 
hunting 'parties, . the 'Iaylors 

· boast of large ·.populations of 
dcci;· bcar;·.: coyote, bobcat, 
mountain lion. and elk. There 
are few buil~ or roads on 
the land. · .· · · 

Colorado ·. Division of 
Wildlife biologists who super
vise the Taylors' private hunts 
say the _property . bears some 
scars from clcarcutting Taylor 
did on the southern end in the 
'60s and '70s but is ot.licnvise 

.. P.riThit~~a~iu}~~lly 
"good habitat-for 6car:ana.cllc; 
' and ·strcams)lrovide a home

. to once endangered 113tive Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout 

· ·. · Urilike the rest of Colorado, 
Costilla County has no feder
allr owned land. So biologists 

.. f:J~std~lr~~iit/i~ik!!,~ 



Sangre de Cristo 
Land Grant Commission Report 

.·.-.:.:.:.:.::: ... ·. 

'We have to find 
a harmonious 
middle ground' 
RANCH from 29A 

"It's a long shot. but it just might work." 
~!icy said. 

Taylor declined to comment. 
The biggest stumbling block, most agree. 

is not the threat of pri\ote buyers. Others 
iu\·e pulled out after learning about the 
land's violent legacy. 

"Who's going to want to have the animos
ity of this community> Who's going to want 
a cloud over the title?" said Maria Valdez. a 
San Luis environmental activist and sixth
generation resident. 

The real problem is money. 
Sa.Lazar hopes private donOl'S and Costilla 

County residents could supplement money 
from the state park department and lottery 
proceeds. Colorado voters Last year decided 
lottery proceeds will go to the Great Out
doors Colorado Conservation Trust Fund 
for parks and open space. Nearly $10 million 
a year will begin flowing into the trust this 
:all with up to S42 million a year by 1998. 

3alazar pl.1ns to dr.1fl i:i executive order 
:m: ~• ::.l u, ( ;m·. RM l<omer in the next 
-::::-.. ;, -,.·,;c!d cre?.tc a commission to 
:-~ , ::• ,rcha5t! oi the l~nd and. with local 

.. :-:.: .'. :::?.,.>.~c·;:;r;n[ plan for the 

, -~ :: .,- ,<:.:a,ed he 's eager 
'·.·;: ·: ,:;,'; ,:, ,t.c p,Ht have fallen 

,. .\ ;:i :::~, to ,e!i ro the U.S. Forest 
~-: ,cc died . ..,hen iormcr U.S. Sen. Tun 

: , 1;"1~. U-Colo .. failed !O win a S3 million 
1~•;>ropnat1on irom Congress for an initial 

::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::: :::. .•.·.:-:-:.:-:-:-:-:-:-:,:,:,:-.:.···· .·.;.;.;:::::::: ,::::::;:::::::::::::::::::.:;:::::::;:;::::::::: 
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payment. The land had been appraised then 
at $22.5 million. 

And residents vow to derail any plan in 
which they don't have a stake. 

" We have w find a harmonious middle 
ground for the use of that land," said Maria 
Valdez . She v:orries that Front Range envi
ronment.a.lists will turn the land into a 
resuictive wilderness area. 

·'Part of the clash of this is that people 
here still hunt. We like elk meat. We still cut 

wood," she said. 'lbe thought of recreation
al . vehicles, four-whccl-<irive enthusiasts 
and thousands of hikers makes her cringe. 

"We have to look for new models that 
protect the rights of indigenous communi
ties," she said. 

The president of the water conservancy 
district. Maclovio Martinez, is exploring a 
plan to float bonds so area residents can 
purchase the land. The district would turn 
over management to a board and earn 

.~, . . 
money from permits for hunting or·fishmg, 
educational programs and J>O$Sible short
term logging or mining. 

But Martinez also supports a state pur
chase. 

"We have a golden moment in history, a 
window of opportunity," he said. "We want 
to safeguard (the land), keep it unspoiled." 

Added Father Valdez: "The violence and 
anger inust end. We have to forgive . We 
have to bury the hatchet. This is a new day." 

SL V residents stu·dy w~y~ to ·buy Taylor Ranch 
Uy ERIN SMITII 
n.r~-bloCJt1e/111,., 

SA:S LUIS - Arc.> residcnu 
m..:-t Monday with a sp..-cio1I com· 
masion )tudyin,; ways 10 buy the 
77.SOO..acrc Taylor ranch here and 
Of'(n it to the public. 

,\h:-.u t 7r, people crowded the 
S..in:;n; 01! Cristo Chun;h hall lo 
C,M:uss pos.sibk source) of fun~ 
and hov.· the ranch would be m3n
;:;..:-d . 

The historic laod wu doted 10 
public we in 1960- when it was 
purchased by North Carolina 

:~".°=_!~ck i!~Ta(o~~~':: 
closure, uying their histonc ri&hts 
to use the l~nd for huntini and 
rccr.:.:.ation prautcd Taylor's pur. 
cha)C. 

Taylor di,-d >evcral ye.an aco. 
While his hcin hu~ rclaud acass' 
to the ranch, residents "1Y that'~ 

not enouan. 
Ken Salazar, caeci&tive diNIClor 

~.1°W£'1.°n:a~1i: 
co~udyin1·the purchuc 
or the land. Specirally, the cocn-

:•:/:ia~: ~~;ii: f:::!! ~ ~ 
for huntin&, pthering or fire
wood, srazin1 and recreation. 

County Assessor Madcwio 
Martinez, whq also heads the 

Colulla County Conservancy Du
trict. said he lhinlcs his orpniza
tion ~ buy the ranch. The 
~~be ~~n1 money nation-

Maruncz uid lhc Mount.ain 
Trac;t. which is what the ranch is :r~ .: ~~l~·t~:.J:!; 
to lhe public bcclwc or its avail 
able -ttt and the economic bcno, 
fit that the area would enjoy ir the 

land were opened. . 

for· :J~ ~~~hcu:r;i'i,~ iin ~~ 
nuaipropcrty t.axcs lost to the 
county would be rctumed "10- to 
100-rold." 

Tom Macy, the Conservalion 
Fund's western represent.a.Live in 
Boulder, said he docs not believe 
.. pure preservation is pr.ac:tlal 
anymore." He said a plan for us
ing the land for economic bencfil 

State studies Taylor Rancb-p.urchase 
Commission named to 
seek means to buy huge 
San Luis tract once 
used as conununal land 

~tral Platte. Valley near. iower Taylor'.s SQn is selling the ranch 
downtown Denver;' Trillium noti- for an estimated $22 million to 

· fied state officials it ~ , batjced . $33 m.illion:.Funds could come in 
out: . part_ from· Colorado lottery pro

·Romer said public purchase -of ceeds, along :with other private 
the mountainous property could· . and .,RUblic .. donors . . Fifth-genera-

By Katie Kerwin end a bitter feud ·that has raged tion San Luis · Valley native and 

Ro,:ky Mm,11tain N&,Sta!fWriur :::::mio:J:!i:~ and .the . =r ::~~=~: 
Gov. Roy Romer appointed a. The · feud · began when the late commission that :will ~lore fund-

commission Wednesday to study Jack Taylor,.a North Carolina'tim- ingsources. . . . · 
buying_ the 77,000-acre Taylor . ber baron, bough~ the ranch in . "The ·Taylor. Ranch 'has many 
Ranch tn the San Luis Valley. . · 1960, fenced it and kept locals out. important values,'.' Salazar said. 

The state has the first option to Until then, .descendants of Colora- "For local -residents, . . . . some 
:iuy the land ii deals with private do's tint Spanish residents had foI11l. of special access may help 
riuyersfaUthroughthisyear. used . the property for communal · ·them retain .the special relation

One of the potential buyers was hunting, fishing and wood gather- ship they have with the land." · 
Bellingham, Wash.-based Trillium ing under an 1844 Mexican land The commission's fi,st meeting 
Corp., which owns mudi of the grant. is Oct. 18 in San Luis. 
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should be devised , addinc that 1he· 
land would not have to be ruined 
in such an endeavor. 

Sen. Robert Pastore, D-Montc 
Vista , said the congressional dclc·. 

ro::~~ ~~~~;'i r~e~~~.:dii~:" ef-

St.atc Sen. Tilm.an Bi shop. R
Gr.ind Junction, who 1s on the 

~~~~r~·~d Al~:r~uct~:~~,~~~~ 
s.,.id he is not sure if Colorado's 
con;rcs., ional dcfcgation knows 
Lhc 1mport.:1nce of 1hc ,~uc to 1he 
loc..l community. Perhaps ,r 1hc 

~:~~~:\t~~n ot~~inc~~~:.~ .. ~···~:1' '. ·:~ 
ror its purth:JSC , b,.; • :•r'. 

P:,,1t1h.: ;tl :r.o .... :. · 
fo.md y 1"1V.'1,.~ 111.;J:. ( . I• 

~h:11 11111ui:; fr o m 1h1.. .! .... 1:I, , 
lnr ~vt:r.11 yc;ir !> ag,, . H,.: :.u~· 
ccstcd 1hat don.a tlnf. th.: r:rnch t .J 

the ~lat.: for public u~I.'. could 51vc 
the Taylor heirs :1 1:1, hrc;.ik 
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Disputed· tract still part of 'dreams' 
• I ,. • •, .. 

Panel c~ed with finding financing, : plan. for ranch .riear San Luis 
.By Kit Miriiclier · : ·The Sangre de· Cristo · Land Conservation .Fund, a private 
Denver P.ost start writer . Grant Commission met for the . gr.o_up • that helps various entities 
. ·SANLUIS -Determined to:win :· f~ time ye$tenlay,. worked.hard · raise -money. 

,backtlieir ancestral rights. to -.fish; . fQr five .hours and ·agr.eed _to meet . "We 11?:ay -have_ a . window :ofop
: hunt; gath~·wood ·and grazeliv~· ·t;wQ more tim~'very-soon. : . · portunity. Il .we get it, we have to 
-~tock on "The· Mountain Tr~c_t," ·The :panel, created Sept.- _27, by be . ·_ready/' . Macy ·warned: "We. 
residents of Colorado's oldest· town Gov.' Roy.Romer, is to rei>Qi:t back work with governments. and pri~ . 
joined . forces with federal . and· by. Dec. 15 '!ith ·sp¢cific financing vate "funds· to h~lp .preserve 
state officials yesterday. . sources ·to buy• µie · land.· and a .plan . dreams .. " . ,. . 
: "It is a ·day of dreams," said the to manage it. . . . ·. . .An ·appraisal. two years ago.val-

Rev.·Pat Valdez of Sangre de Cris--·. Time·-ls of the essence. The.-cur- ued·the ranch at $22.5 million, but 
:tc>," Parish, remeni~g· "3S years . rent" ra~ch ·owner: has: giv~n ~e it didn't'include '. untallied -mineral 
of' racial slurs, threats and gunfire commission ti' 30~ay. opt,ion ·if · an . . rights.:· · .. . . . . 
since·_ Jack 1ay1or, a li.unbenna,n · unidentified ·consot:tium.··of bizyers '~My greatest feai is not·,to 1n-

_:fi'Qm_ .. No~· ·earplina, boughf the -.lrom ·oenver · doesn't .· ··complete flate . expectations/I. :war~~ · com-
77,000: acres of land ·and fencea it, ... -, their .pQrchase · of the -land .in: J)e-
chasing intruders off :at.-gunpoinL: · ~,said··Thom~ -.Ma~fof.the · : Please.see-FIGHT ·onW 
. . . . . . . . 

Lancltractm.ay be sold 
to investots,'before· Dec. 

. . . , . . . . . : . . . . : 

FIGHT from-Page 1_8 ··. . Others suggested that private and gov-
. e~ental groups; from Colorado agencies 

mission ·chairman Keri Salazar, executive to the {!.S . . Forest Service, join forces to 
director of th.e Colorado Department .of buy the ·property. 
Natural Resour_ces. . "The Taylor Ranch can be a nationally 

Among the dangers µe cited: · significant model -of. 'collaborative man- · 
• An inability to come up with the $22 . agement for the protection and enjoyment 

mi~o~ to $"40 .ini.Wo.n·_Ii~ed. · ~ ,· . ·of:natural·resour~es. ·.: enhancing-our ap- The Denver Post 

·• · ''.There· IS a ·.tii'g"~a,nce _it wil(be · soli:f' <preciation of -the relationship between 
to someone else" before December. · . land and people," including early Hisp~nic 

-• "And there is a -very .big chance'' the . se~U~rs. Romer said in creating the com
commission· will· fail to ·agree on a . man-;.;, rruss1on. 

· unused by absentee landowners and ·happi
ly used by residents of San Luis, Sa_n Pab- · 
lo, Chama and San Pedro. 

agement. plan. · . · Among 364 national parks, none depicts 
Taylor died in 1987, and his son and ex- _Spanish culture, noted commission mem

ecutor, Zachary, has allowed limited ac- ber Judith Cordova, the representative · 
cess to the ranch. · from the National ·Park Service. 

Now he wants to sell it to eradicate the The ranch ~s part of the million-acre 
tax burden. · Sangre de Cristo land grant that Mexico 

Several speakers suggested that Taylor gave to two men in 1844, four years before 
be allowed to trade some . land in lieu of the area became part of the United States. 

xes. For a century, the acreage was largely 
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Then Taylor fenced it. 
But before anyone coughs up money to 

buy the site, they need to know how it will 
be managed and how many locals will be 
entitled to precisely how many cords of 
wood and what other uses of the land. 

Those are only a few of dozens of ques
tions that four subcommittees are to an
swer before the commission reconvenes 
Nov. 1. 
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I[ VALLEY ED tf fo N JI 

llos Angeles oTimes 
-------------------------:---:-:--:-:-::-:-:::--:-:::=:--:--::------ ·-··· --···· ·--·- ···· 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1993 
COPYRIGHT 199)/lllETIMES MIRROR COMPANY /F /CCII/ 124 PAGES 

COLUMN ONE 

This Land 'Belonged to All of Us' 
• A timber baron shut 
out descendants of 
Colorado's Mexican 
settlers from the 
mountains they loved. 
Now, the state hopes to 
make area a park, saving 
an endangered heritage. 

By LOUIS SAHAGUN 
TIMES STAFF WWITER 

SAN LUIS. Colo.-ln 1960-a 
year bitlerly remembered in 
lhis soulheaslern Colorado 
farming communily-North 
Carolina limber baron Jack T . 
Taylor boughl a 77,500-acre 
tract in the nearby Sangre de 

Cristo Mountains. fenced it and 
hired gunmen to keep local 
residents out 

To the Lalino subsistence 
farmers and ranchers of the San 
Luis Valley, it was an assault on 
their traditions, their culture. on 
lhe survival° or their very com 
munily . 

As descendants of Colorado's 
first Mexican selllers. they had 
survived for nearly 150 years in 
a special relationship wi th the 
towering mountains lhey call La 
Sierra . They believed their 
rights lo share La Sierra's boun · 
ty- its game. pasturelands and 
even firewood-were guaran. 
teed under an 18H Mexican land 
granl taler ralified by Congress. 

So they fought back. But they 
were beaten in the courts, and 
barred from the mount.ain range 
by Taylor's hired hands . 
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As batlle after batlle was los t 
over the last three decades . the 
people of San Luis watched 
lheir numbers dwindle by half 
to 900. 

Now. they have hope . The 
state is stepping in with a pro 
posal to buy the land from 
Taylor 's he irs. res tore the loca l 
community's historic rights and . 
at the same time . create a pub lic 
w ilderness park among the 
range 's 14 .000 -foo t peak s. 

If the plan succeeds , it would 
be one of the first efforts to 
preserve unique cultures seen as 
endangered. IL could also be a 
spur to the nascent national 
movement thal holds that 
Amer ic a 's distinct societies . 
steadily eroding under outside 
pressure , are as worthy of pro · 
tection as the land they live on 

Please see PARK , Al7 
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Spanish land rnnt disputes 1n 
Colorado and New Mexico. otricl1II 
.. ,d. 

.. Our plan tus th, poLcntial 10 
strengthen lhc hl1t.orlc ag rlcullural 
and cullural acUvlller or lhc com . 
munlly ol S.n Lub Valley.'' said 
Ken S1l1ur. uecutlvc director of 
lhe Colorado Ocpartmcnl of Nllu · 
rat Reaourccs and chairman of 
Romer', land 1ranl commlaion. 
He u.ld It alao would .. ere.Le beM · 
fiU fO< poopl< In lhc IUlc and 
an,und lhe world." 

Marianne Stoller. a hiJIOrian 11 
Colondo Collece who WU ralacd In 
I.he San •IAII& Valley. afreedo -n,, 
ouie·, IOluUon. which would be 
unique In I.he United Sul.el. 1'-ld 
be canaldcred ••r, carefully. Cul· 
!Ural ....,..rvallon la a new Idea 

whose time hH come.·· 
Savine this culture and othcn 

from tw\lncUon also muns pre . 
scr.:v lng b1nd1 (htrilhed for lhc ,r 
.. lnlrin1tc aplrilual or cuhunl qua l -
llltt , uldt from their ttt'nom,c 
value ," said Marb. Montoya. usi1l • 
anl proftuor of hiuory al Lhc 
Uni•cr1ily or Colorado. Boulder. 

-u we k)olr. 1l lht Nallvt Ameri
can ltibu of lhe Creal Pl• lna 0< th• 
Hllpanic culturea or aouthcrn Col 
ondo," MonLOya uLd. - we rc.a llr.c 
Out In aomt way, they ut m0tc 
•nvironmenl.llly friendly IO their 
londllCIP< lhan 20\h,Ccnlury ur 
ban dwtllen and corporaltON who 
,new lond u a commodity." 

Hawaii already b worlllnf on a 
olmllar praervallon effort. The 
lllle "d•••ICJIMftC. ,ivlnr cullur . 

__ ,"" __ T"""-----------------

f/ WEDNESDAY. IIOVEMBEA 17. 199J A17 

- · al part" f« nal.lv• Hawallana In a 
llllh. 5.000-acn valle7 on I.he ... 
land ol Oahu. £artier pl&na IO nlc:I 
naideftU and build a --,ciaL 
IOUrlll Iheme put wen Krapped 
all.er public ~ - !Ml.ad. Ka 
- Valk7 SI.II.< Part II_,. U a 
place when 31 f....Ula can brine 
Uwlr lndlllonl back IO Hf< and 
leach rell<lenl.l aboul Hawaii'• 
hlrUap. 

a 
z..-t Vaidft. 15. ,.._mben 

WMft lenceo wen alien IO I.he 
-.nlalnl 11111 domlnal.e I.he San 
....... Valle}'-,- I.he IINdwal.en of 
U..RloCrande. 

-n.e -.nUlna belonced IO all 
ol .. befon !Taylorl cam< and 
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boufht lhetD and IOOII - nchu 
away." aald Valdn. - llelds 
line been ,,-ocluclnc buna. -n 
and pol.llOel f0< Ills fa...Uy alnce 
lhelal.e 1800a. 

·r,,; e1c1. bul 1.1,e ,-.. ,._. 

allon II au-one and educal.ed. and 
lhe7 wlll keep fllhllnc for our 
riCIIU." he •id. "11'1 all up IO 
lhetn.-

·1r, up 1a .._. acreed rancher 
Joe Cau.,.,a. _,nc a hon< "' · 
aldca11n111adob<-.onlhe 
n,,cll In which Illa fal.her WU bom. 
"Ho - _,,. lhil land. ll'a Cod'a. 
We)ual.1.akecareofll." 

Hb lalhtt. C.,.. Callqo&. 73 . 
amild and. lddtd. " I alWl)'I IOld 
"'1 cNldren 10 keep liflllinc f« 
wllal la n,IIL There'• no place in 
1111a •alley I« 1 quill.er.· 

• 

... 
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llos Au(ftelej. (!llttl~JJ .. ~ .... .. , ., ... . Cl ~ J?~;~Colo~ado ~qpe$_~0;Save a .. :u tu.re 
c .. 11 .... 4 from Ai ' - ' . - •• :• • _. , 1 - . ;. • • , c . . ·.~~e;.;.; h, .. lefl ankl~ 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1993 "'Cllward c,q,ansion of lhe UnilCd . . ·. -;. •No one wu . arrcsled in lhc 
corn~ !HI/Til[TIMES MlllOl COMrAHY /CC,/106 PAGES .ll~lcs.. Herc, his anccslon adapled : . ,hooting. Dul an allomcy ,for lhc 

Th• ·:'1:',"'1 
· ~-!:~~~~~!i;~r ·/ 
-~Be1ohgedtth . 
Allo{lJs: 

··. Jitim~:~i'iiii.'~~i·•·' 
q~ndants of Co_l~~~~'.S: . 
. Mexican settlers from .the. ;. 
mountafos they ·loved: ::•: 
-Now, the state is trying to · 
. turn .the area into :a'_-par~: :;' . 

::i:;;e~:~~g~}./r ·.· : 
By LOUIS SAHAGUN · . , ':°./\ 
TIMU ST;.r, WIITU . .; , .. 

: SAN LUIS, · Colo.-lri · 1960-a 
year biuerly remembered · 1n. ·this 
19utheutern ColoradO'· farming 
CQmmunlty-North Carolina Ums 
~i' baron Jack T. Taylor bought i 
~,li()O-acre .·trai:t. In lli~ :.~y 
&anrre de Cristo Mountafm,· fenced 
lt- an.d hired gunmen ·to keep_ local 

r.~~~e~~-rl~~;~~~,'fatffl. 
ert ·and ·i'anclieri .of thi··s.rfLuiJ 
Valley, It WU an mull on I.heir 
tiidillons, .. th.elf culti.ire: •on :the 
sarvivahi!their veey·comniunity. . 

. \ As descendanU· 'i:i( Colorado'i 
: ~~( .M~c:a,n aet~n;, ~ey .,had 

survived for nearJy-150 years In a 
~I :relat;jonship with the toW• 
e_ring mountains they call.La Sier
r~. They :believed their:. ri(J:its to 
ihare La Sicrra'.1 bounly-lU 
J~c. puturelands and even fire. 
wood-were guaranteed under an 
1~44 Mexical) land grant later rall
(ied by Congrus. . 
·. So they fought back: But· they 

were beaten in . the courts. and 
barred from the mountain range by 
fiylor's hired ~rids: •. . 

M balUe aflei' ballle was lost 
over the last lhrec decades. the 
people of San Luis walched their 
numbers dwindle by half lo 900. 

Now, they have hope . The s~le 
i£ slepping in with a proposal Lo 
buy lhe land from Taylor's heirs . 
rcslore the local community's h is 
toric rights and . al lhe umc time. 
crcale a public wilderness pa r k 
among lhc range 's H .000 -Coo1 
peaks. 

If lhe plan succeeds. il would be 
one of lhe first efforls lo prcsen·c 
uniq ue cul lu res seen as endan · 
gered. !1 could also be a spur 10 lhc 
nascem nalional :novemcnt lha t 
hplc! s lhal America 's disuncl soci -
ei ,es. stc.dil y eroding u nder oul 
sirte pressure . arc as wonh)' of 
proieclion as lhe lanc1 l hc y h vr ,,,, 
and the wilrt li fc it su ppor l~ 

· . · · '-':.;.. ; 
· As - the -sun;,eeked-over- the . 

S.ngre de Cristo" Mountains. Joe 
Gallegos einerged)rorn the house 
bulll for his ·trut~grandmolher· 
and girded himself for the struggle 
of culling catlle from .his tlcnl lo 
!Ake to markeL . - - ... : . . . 
: Nine .years·aro; Chis putorat-lifc 

· lured him from a f~tJvejob is Ill 
oil-drllllnc cngi~f ~n ·,'.frica back 
to the· fa111ily .hOl'l\est.ead ~ .below 
La Siem', 'wesieiffrian1ts: .~. '. i 

·"You ·:won'(:~eV rlch ;·hcre:' 
shnaued Calleros; 38: a rangy 
pony-tailed :cowboj, · who took 
charre or the · 1.600-aci-e family 
rarrn and ranch believed to be the 
oldest hi Colorado. "But you' ll 
never slarve." · 
· : Gallegos is among I.he descend . 
an~ or · ,euleri aent ' north by 
Mexico in the 11405 lO counter the 

Pleuc_acc _PARK, A!.3 

1o ' llfc° In a · rcmolC, hlgh -alUludc · · lumberman-who wore a bullcl · 
· ;,ailcy !IO'llh ,ahort 1rowin1 ,cuons : prooC YCll and carried a cun In his 
.and annuallnlnCall oC nine Inches.· l · lruck al all limc,-uked lhen-
''it'1s ··u11 · 'i· ·placc =wtierc' people ·:·· COY. Slephcn McNicholl lo call oul 
·speak a pc<ullar:blend oC Spanl,h · lhe Nallonat Cuard lo prolccl ht. 
and £ncliah. There arc aulOI 11nd . clicnl'I IICc. When McNichols C'C · 
liacl«I, and , even , a few . aolar. fuaed. Ta7lor moved back lo Noith 

· heaUng l)'Sl.efflf ·and ulellllC dish-~ . Carolina; · · · .. '. · . 
: u_ Bui rilan7 Camlllcs ux ouldoor'. . ' · .More .I.Mn. 150 °ruide111S callin,i: 
. dome-ahaped ~ ovens called \·. . • Tajlot ~ - .. ." ·:lhcriwcl~ca. ~ !,A..nd Rt,h_ls Coun, , 
.,.,... ·IO . amokc ' ac.ninl:' oC:com ·. ·· • . . · · ·· di filc:d ·I clul•ICl.lon lawauil In 

fllQl.i 
·lndltloo-that~=~t-"~led Ra ' t· ~;1a~ · ·'·p1o~ )s ,· ·Ttie -b&Ule :hu put·a·cloudncr 

10 Is acliYtst M.aria-Valdn, •c,.-wlio\ -, ranch. ~ I.Ml!' Into ~ -back ol;,,:r"-n :offered ,.,l .. lO · I.he·· stall! lot 

h 1 lhe fierce rhc)!)ric. of rcspcc1.c:ck ·:. vandalism a_nd !c.HUc · rustling :per: _~;,' ·. alrcnglhen lhe historic. UftC1!llural ; 
•-i~ji«M, or ciders. 1ucli u Apolinar :, · aisicd In Ind around I.he rarich·unUI '/and .cullural aclivlllcs oC lhc .CO<!!· : 

ll-~~
7
~d~i~al.'!::::~~-:::? :?::i;~i~J ~~:1 t t=j;~f f~if: 

.lhc Colorado lkpu\mcnl ofNalu• , ~rado.;. M~~;a ... ~:!;,;:~;;,~ ;,'~:;~is v,;~~·ncar lhc hcadw;:~~-of 
rai Resources and chair=n of , .I.Ml In some ->aya "lhe7 ·arc ·more ·, · lhe Rio Crande. · 
Romcr's land 1ranl commission. environmenlalfy friendly .111 their ·.· .. ·. "The moun~ins belonged ·lo :.11 
lie s.,id It also would -crcale bcnc- bndsapc lhan 20lh-Ccn1ury ur :" of uc< before· (Ta7lorl came ind 
l ilS for people in lhc s1a1te and ban dwellers and corporatiof1< whn'."· bough\ them and IDOi< our righL• 
around the world.- ·view land u a commodity." . . away." uid V•ldci. whose fields 

Marianne Stoller. a hislorian al Hawaii already i$ workini: on a have been producing bc,11a:: .corn 
Colorado College who WU raised in similar pn,icrralion errort. The and polalOCS for his f•mily .•incc 
lhe San Luis Valley, agreed, "The · st.ale Is developing a "li¥ing cullur , lhe L:atc 1800s. ··• 
slate's solution. which would be . al part<" lor native Hawaiians in a "I'm old, but the younger 1"ncr-
un1quc in lhe Uni1ed St.ates. should lush, 5,000-acre valley on lhe is - alion Is slrong and cducalcd;.and 
be considered very carefully. Cul - land of Oahu. E>rlier plans In evict · 'they will kttp fiehling lorc·ciur 
tural conscrvllion is a new idea re5idenlS and build a commercial, righL<.- he said. "It's all ·-up :lO 
whose lime has come.· lourlsl theme park were ·scrapped them." 

Saving lhis cullurc and olhers aher public outcry. Instead, Ka -· - 1,·s up lo us." agreed ranthcr 
from extinclion also means pre - hana Valley Su1c Parle Is seen as a Joe Cailegos. saddling• horrc:b< · 
serving lands cherished for lheir place. w!lcrc 31 families can bring side a sm•II adobe house 'OR•-the 
-;,n r insic spirilual oreultural qual - · lheir traditions back lO . life and · ranch in which his father was born. 
itics. uide from lhcir economic luch residcnlS aboul Hawaii's ' · "No one owns lhis land. h 's.God'•· 
value." said Maria MonlOya. usist - heriuge. ' · · ' We jwl lake care of it." ~. · • . 
anl professor of hislory al the · His lllher. Corpus Callcgc;,s.; 7J . 
Un iversily or Colorado, Boulder. 'O smiled and added, " I alwaµ, lOld 

Draft 
" II we look al the Nalivo Ameri - Ernest Valdez, 65, remembers my children 10 l<ecp lighU/'g for Report CJntribcso(lhcCrc1lPl1insor thC' when fences were al ien to the wha.l is righL Thcrc·s no pl.ic~ in 

H t~p.inic cullurcs of souther n Col - mounL:a ins lh.il domin:a lc the S.111 th is v.a llcy lor ;, quiucr." 
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APPENDIX C 
SANGRE DE CRISTO LAND GRANT COMMISSION 

Sangre de Cristo Parish: 
Established in 1 881 , there are a total of 
eight mission churches in the parish. 
Six of the churches in the parish were 
established between 1851 and the 
1 890's. These missions are all in the 
Culebra drainage, and were instrumen
tal in the early settlements of the 
Sangre de Cristo land grant. 
Approximately 95 percent of the peo
ple living within the Parish's communi
ties are Hispanic, and of them about 75 
percent are catholic. For many, the 
Catholic Church plays a stronger role in 
their lives than any other institution. 
The Parish Priest, Father Pat Valdez 
sees his role on this commission as 
that of an advocate for his parishioners. 

San Luis Vega Board: 
The San Luis vega is a 630-acre parcel 
of land that was set aside as public 
grazing by the founders for those fami
lies that lived in the town of San Luis. 
The vega has continuously been used 
for grazing by the residents of the villages 
of Costilla County; it is the only com
munal or non-private land in the county. 
The current Board was established in 
1 976 to manage grazing and to protect 
the integrity of the vega's boundaries. 
The Board consists of cattle owners 
from each of the villages and residents 
of San Luis. Dr. Ernesto Pacheco rep
resents the Board on the Commission. 

Costilla County Board of Commissioners: 
Costilla County is a statutory county, 
and one of the 1 7 original counties in 
Colorado. The Commissioners were 
early participants in bringing the oppor
tunity to acquire the La Sierra tract to 

the attention of Lt. Governor Callihan's, 
and they continue to give strong sup
port to the Commission. The Board of 
Commissioners is represented by 
Maclovio F. Gallegos. 

Town of San Luis: 
Incorporated in 1 968, San Luis enjoys 
the distinction of being the oldest 
established community in Colorado. 
Local historians have pinpointed its 
date of founding to April I , I 85 1 . The 
town is also the County seat for 
Costilla County. The town's Board of 
Trustees appointed Mayor Floyd Garcia 
as their representative to the 
Commission. 

Land Rights Council: 
A nonprofit corporation, it was estab
lished in I 978 to work to restore the 
traditional rights of the community that 
were usurped by the Taylor family 
when they purchased La Sierra. The 
Land Rights Council has been the most 
active group in this struggle, and are 
the lead litigants in the current court 
case, Rael vs Taylor. The Land Rights 
Council, through its legal efforts contin
ues to maintain a cloud on the title of 
the property. Charlie Jaquez repre
sents the Council on the Commission. 

Committee on Environmental Soundness: 
This Committee was formed in I 988 to 
raise the local community's awareness 
regarding environmental issues, especially 
those surrounding mining by Battle 
Mountain Resources. It continue to keep 
environmental issues in front of the 
community. Michael A. Gomez represents 
the Committee on the Commission. 
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Costilla County Citizens for Better 
Government: 
Established in I 992, it is a grassroots 
organization that serves the public as a 
"watchdog" for local government. The 
organization has county-wide member
ship. Allen C. Manzanares represents 
this organization. 

Costilla County Conservancy District: 
Established in I 975, the District was 
formed to oppose an attempt to export 
Costilla County's water by an oil explo
ration firm. In general, it has been 
active in protecting the water rights of 
all irrigation ditches or acequias that 
belong to the District. It initiated the 
effort to purchase La Sierra because of 
the need to protect the water shed of 
the Culebra drainage. The Conservancy 
District has a Board of Directors with 
three members. The District has taken 
a lead role in the creation of La Sierra 
Foundation and Land nust. The District 
is represented by Maclovio Martinez. 

Costilla County Economic Development 
Council, Inc.: 
Established in I 987, the Economic 
Development Council is a so I (c) (3) 
corporation that is working towards 
bringing economic change to the com
munities of Costilla County. The 
Council has worked closely with the 
town, county and the parish, serving 
as an administrative arm for economic 
development projects. The Council 
has adopted tourism development and 
sustainable agriculture as its strategies 
for economic development. The 
Council's Board of Directors is made up 
of residents from throughout the county. 

Felix Romero represents the Council 
on this Commission. 

People's Alternative Energy Services: 
Established in I 977, People's 
Alternative is involved in energy advo
cacy, environmental work, research, 
networking among similar organiza
tions, and protecting the vital "spirit of 
place" in the local communities. 
People's Alternative was the lead 
agency in developing and working 
towards adoption of the I 041 Land 
Use Regulations by Costilla County. 
People's Alternative also joined the 
Committee on Environmental 
Soundness and the Conservancy 
District as co-objectors to the establish
ment of the Battle Mountain Resources 
mine. Maria Valdez represents 
People's Alternative on the 
Commission. 

San Luis Valley Economic 
Development Council: 
This Council was formed in I 985 by 
the municipalities and counties of the 
San Luis Valley to promote economic 
development activity for the six coun
ties of the valley. The membership 
includes private corporations. Roland 
C. Mower represents the Council on 
the Commission. 

Colorado Legislature: 
Both houses of the state legislature are 
represented through Rep. Lewis Entz, 
House District 60, and Sen Bob Pastore, 
5th Senate District. Both legislators have 
been active supporters of this effort, 
and have participated in countless 
hours of meetings and negotiations. 
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Colorado Wildlife Commission: 
This is an eight member commission 
that oversees the activities of the 
Division of Wildlife, under the State 
Department of Natural Resources. The 
Commission is represented by Arnold 
Salazar, a native of Costilla County and 
a resident of the San Luis Valley. The 
staff member representing the Wildlife 
Commission is Bruce Mccloskey, 
Deputy Director of the Division of Wildlife. 

Colorado Division of Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation: 
Charged with the responsibility for 
acquisition and management of parks 
in Colorado. The Division is overseen 
by an five member citizens Board, and 
represented on this commission by Pat 
McClearn. The staff member on the 
commission is Tom Kenyon, Deputy 
Director of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. 

Great outdoors Colorado Trust Fund: 
This Trust was established by the 
legislature to supervise the distribution 
of funds from the Colorado lottery, as 
mandated by the passage of amend
ment eight in the I 992 general elec
tion. The Great Outdoors Colorado 
Trust Fund (GOCO) is represented on 
this commission by State Senator TIiman 
Bishop of Grand Junction. Colorado. 

Colorado Historical society: 
As an educational agency of the state, 
the Colorado Historical Society is dedi
cated to collecting, preserving, and 
interpreting the history of Colorado and 
the West in order to foster appreciation, 
insight, and useful understanding of the 
past and present. Its President, Jim 

Hartman, represents the Colorado 
Historical Society on the Commission. 

Forest Service. USDA: 
A land and resource management 
agency of the federal government. with
in the US Department of Agriculture. 
The Forest Service, at the request of 
Governor Romer, is playing an active 
role in trying to help the local communi
ty realize its vision. The Forest Service 
is represented on this commission by 
John Capell, a staff forester of the Rio 
Grande National Forest. 

National Parks Service: 
A land management agency within the 
U.S. Department of Interior, the Parks 
Service has worked with the commis
sion to offer funding and management 
alternatives. The Parks Service is repre
sented on this commission by Judith 
Cordova. a staff member of the Colorado 
National Monument in Fruita, Colorado. 

Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources: 
The Department of Natural Resources 
has been responsible for chairing and 
staffing the Commission and for creat
ing the documents necessary to secure 
state, federal and/or private foundation 
funding. The Department is represent
ed on the Commission by Ken Sala~ar, 
Executive Director. 

In addition, several expert consultants 
have donated their time to the efforts of 
the commission. These include: Tom 
Macy of the Conservation Fund; Jeffrey 
Goldstein, attorney for the Land Rights 
Council; John van Ness. anthropologist 
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and writer; Dr. Marianne Stoller, 
Professor of Anthropology at Colorado 
College; and Dr. Devon Pena, 
Professor of Sociology at Colorado 

• College. Many other members of the 
County have attended and contributed 
to the Commission meetings . 

• 
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APPENDIX E 
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English translation of 1 863 docu

ment regarding settler privileges. 

On May 1 1 , 1 863, Beaubien exe
cuted and later recorded a document 
setting forth certain regulations, privi
leges and rights of the settlers. This 
particular instrument, the original of 
which was handwritten and in Spanish, 
was recorded at Page 256, Volume 1 
of the Costilla County records. Land 
grant historian Myra Ellen Jenkins has 
most recently translated this document 
as follows : 

Plaza of San Luis de la Culebra, 
May 11, 1863 

It has been decided that the 
lands of the Rito Seco remain 
uncultivated for the benefit of the 
commµnity members (gente) of 
the plazas of San Luis, San 
Pablo and Los Ballejos and for 
the other inhabitants of these 
plazas for pasturing cattle by the 
payment of a fee per head.* etc. 
and that the water of the same 
Rito remains partitioned among 
the inhabitants of the same plaza 
of San Luis and those from the 
other side of the vega who hold 
lands almost adjacent to it as 
their own lands, that are not irri
gated with the waters of the Rio 
Culebra. The vega, after the 
measurement of three acres 
from it in front of the chapel, to 
which they have been donated, 
will remain for the benefit of the 

inhabitants of this plaza and 
hose of the Culebra as far as 
above the plaza of Los Ballejos, 
including with them those who 
live as far as along the side of 
the Rito of the deceased Jose 
Gregorio Martin. Those below 
the road as far as the narrows 
will have the right to enjoy the 
same benefit. The plaza, it is 
understood, and I have recently 
determined, that the drains 
(chorrerras)7 and rights for the 
households are on the east, fifty 
varas of land, as well as on the 
west side, and no one has rights 
to the south, nor to the north, 
nor in any other direction and 
cannot, as some have believed, 
place any obstacle or obstruc
tion to anyone in the enjoyment 
of his legitimate rights, and if 
anyone has done so, he will 
have to remove the obstacle 
immediately and without delay. 
Also, the regulations for the 
roads will be observed well with
out allowing those who travel 
and have business to conduct 
within the limits of the farm lands 
to be injured. Likewise, each 
one should take scrupulous care 
in the use of water without caus
ing damage with it to his neigh
bors nor to anyone. According 
to the corresponding rule all the 
inhabitants will have enjoyment 
of benefits of pastures, water, 
firewood and timber, always tak
ing care that one does not injure 

• 7 These are the drains or ~ from the flat roof which jut out over the house wall, and the space below them slightly sloped to 
carry the water away from the walls. 
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another. Furthermore, the mills 
which have been built without 
damage to a third party may 
remain in their respective places. 
For the well being and protection 
of the plantings animals, except 
those needed solely for domes
tic service, will not be allowed 
for a distance of one league from 
the farmland. It will be under
stood that every person who 
comes into the place with rights, 
by purchase, or in another man
ner has to give personal service, 
the same as all do, or by means 
of a representative, that he is 
obligated to maintain weapons 
sufficient for defense and to 
comply with the municipal 
duties, the same as the rest, this 
being among others, the requi
site condition of his admission. 

Carlos Beaubien 
Witnesses, J.L. Gaspar 

Nasario Gallegos 

Note: 
The limits of the plaza of San 
Luis de la Culebra are: on the 
south side the acequia which is 
located adjacent to the mill of 
the Senores St. Vrain and 
Easterday; on the north as far as 
facing the foot of the mesa; to 
the entrance of the vega, and the 
houses which are built without 
permission further above this 
point and from the chapel (their 
owners) will have to pay five 
pesos for each twenty varas 
from north to south and in pro
portion to their corresponding 

rights from each to west. The 
rights of the chapel in the four 
directions will be so varas, and 
200 varas to the north from the 
rights of the limits for the chapel 
there is set aside I oo square 
varas, it being understood that 
the inhabitants will have to fence 
them well, immediately and 
sufficiently, in order to prevent 
animals from coming into the 
cemetery, etc. 

Carlos Beaubien 
Witnesses, J.L. Gaspar 

Nasario Gallegos 

*The Spanish phrase is QisQ.s. oasteos, Francisco 
J. Santa Maria, rnccjonarjo ~ Amerjcanjsmos, 
Mexico, 1942, Torno II, p . 491, defines piso as "a 
fee or tax which is paid to the owner of a pasture 
land or field for each head of cattle which is 
placed there to pasture" UI:itru1Q Q derecho ~ ~ 
uaga .al Ql!enQ ~ !.!Il ootrero Q camoo QQr .ca.cta. 
~ Que ~ oonga afil ~ mlStfil). 
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The Conservation Fund 

The Conservation Fund creates partnerships with the private sector, non-profit organizations and 
public agencies to protect our outdoor heritage - America's special places. Unique among non-profit 
conservation groups, the Fund's charter includes provisions for programs and projects that blend 
environmental and economic goals. Since its founding in 1985, a score of sustainable projects have 
demonstrated how resources can be leveraged to produce both environmental and economic benefits. 
In total, 337,099 acres in 30 states, with a cumulative estimated value of $142,459,254 have been 
protected. 

Oganization: The Conservation Fund- Since 1985, The Fund, a national non-profit organization, has 
·helped its partners protect 400,000 acres - nearly 10,000 in Colorado. 

Mission/Purpose: The Conservation Fund creates partnerships with the private sector, nonprofit 
organizations, and public agencies to protect America's outdoor heritage. Dedicated to excellence and 
the entrepreneurial spirit, we constantly seek new opportunities to advance land and water conservation. 

Model Projects Applicable to 00-Co: 

Craig Mountain, Idaho: Co-op/Mitigation Project 
We facilitated a multi-party transaction with: Aetna Life Insurance Company, the State 

of Idaho, the Nez Perce Indian Tribe, the Bonneville Power Administration (BP A), The 
Nature Conservancy, and the BLM. We acquired this 60,000-acre wildlife area at the 
confluence of the Snake and Salmon Rivers using $7.2 million in mitigation funds from BPA 
(mitigating the impact of a dam on the Clearwater River). Conservationists had been trying to 
protect this area for over a decade when we were asked to step in. Craig Mountain is now in 
public ownership and is managed as a wildlife conservation area by the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game. 

Applicable Programs within The Conservation Fund 
(see examples of projects in Annual Report): 

• American Land Conservation Program 
- Conserving the nation's outdoor heritage using donations from private foundations. 

• Government Co-ops 
- Assisting -public agencies in protecting critical natural areas. 

• American Greenways 
- Creating a network of green areas throughout the nation. 

• Land Advisory Services 
- Planning and consultation services. 

• Sustainable Conservation 
- Limited Development - integrating economic and environmental objectives. 

• Conservation Buyer Program 
- Assisting private individuals in finding and protecting unique natural areas . 
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Suggested Project with GO-CO: Taylor Ranch: estimated value $25,000,000 

The Taylor ranch comprises 77,000 acres of mountainous terrain on the western slope 
of the Sangre de Cristos necJ.r the historic community of San Luis - Colorado's oldest town. Its 
amenities include: Culebra Peak - 14,069' in elevation, several fishable streams with associated 
wetlands and beaver ponds; four alpine lakes, a sizeable elk herd (providing spring, summer, 
and fall range); black bear, mule deer, bighorn sheep, mountain lions, and the rare Rio 
Grande Cutthroat Trout. 

A key ecological feature is its proximity to other large undeveloped mountain tracts to 
the north, south, and east. This provides safe migration routes for elk as they depart fall 
ranges on the Tayl<;>r Ranch for winter range on the 500,000-acre Vermejo Ranch which is to 
the south in New Mexico. 

The real opportunity with The Taylor Ranch is to reunite the community of people who 
have lived at the foot of this mountain tract and who, for an entire century had hunted, fished, 
grazed cattle, and gathered wood here, with the land they have been separated from since the 
Taylor family acquired it in 1960. 
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