
Coors Boycott
Alive & Well

Light or nine years aoo, a date of in-

signifigance to us todav, a boycott of

the Adolph Coors Brewing Co,. the third

laroest industry in Colorado (behind ag-

riculture and tourism), was iniated ori-

ginally by Chicanos concerned with dis-

criminatory hiring practices at the Col-

don plant.
Since these first charges were leveled

and confirmed by cormany statistics (in

1966 four percent of its employes mm

minority-erroun members; in April, 1975,

10 percent of its emloyes were minority-

aroixa members—the Denver metropolitan

area is approximately 20 percent minority

croup population—l 3 percent Chicano,

seven -xirccnt black)
,

other issues con-

cerning the practices of the Coors farJ.lv

sole owners of the multimillion dollar

empire whose interests include Veer, dog

food, cans, bottles, ceramics, warheads,

trucking coal and cattle, have been

raised. The practices are not onlv il-

legal in the judicial sense, but are ner-

vertod, warped, and detrimental in a hu-

man sense.

fuch activities include;

—oa-elicit/, as during the "nited

Farr Markers’ lettuce and errare strikes

during the late 1960 ’ s '-tier. Coors trucks

were used tc haul lettuce and oraoes

picked by stri ! e breakers.

—being convicted by the ffeferal "'rade

Oanrission for wholesale and retail priem

fixing, and of usino illegal methods to

get draft beer accounts.

—being convicted of inoone tax eva-

sion tese- on a July, 1975, ruling b; the

10th Circuit Co’irt of Appeals statinc

that Coors owed 35.1 million in bac v tax-

es, "is decision cam-- a
c
ter Coors *-as

found mailt’ of un'erstatinc inonr’e in

1965 and 1966.

—beine found guilty o
f dirking • <aste-

products illegally in gulches near the

colder, plant.

—attenoting to initiate \ rather modi-

fication (cloud seeding) in tno Pan Luis

'/alley to improve barley cm yields (at

the oxense of the potato ere-"—rviin crop

in the valley—which would rot wi th late

season rains).

—providing the Denver police depart-

mnnt with b.ti ’xslicooters and bullet-

proof vests (to he used against the peo-

ple of Denver).

—being found guilty of puttier taped

messages, without authorization, under

tie name of tie Heritage foundation, on

United Airlines flights. The messages

advocated support for rtonald Beagan and

Ceorge Wallace in their presidential cam-

paigns.
—creating a television network, Tele-

vision Jews Lnc. (’V I), because of the

’literal’ bias of the three prominent

networks (.ADC, !DT, and C9S)
,

with strono

conservative oolicies. 'Tie policies are

so dictatorial, in fact, that in its

first year of operation, seven of nine

TAM reporters quit (for example, Coors

rofus-d to allow news reports atout Dr.

Martin Luther King to be aired on TV-1).

—supporting the John Birch .Society.

—allowing Xlu Klux Klan meetings to

be held at the golden brevery.

—engaging in union-busting practices

using strike breakers and non-union later

(in love: ter, 1369, 17 labor unions sent

out on strike against Coors, includina

Brick-layors Jo. 1, Carpenters District

Council, electricians :to. 6, Ironworkers

Jo. 2i, Painters Ho. 79, Pipefitters 10.

20S, P Lumbers no.- 3, and Bootees Ho. J.T.

They are still on strike).

Tte list is virtually endless, as is

tie insensitivity, the callousness, ta-

ds?., and injustices victimizing Chicanes

an 4 other -nor people as a resu.lt of

Coors practices. "Coors is so engrossed
in this monstrosity that be o,.ns, that he

thinks he's * ay -shove cV-'— ■;vy
■ r el.se. 'e

has complete 'hsretrard r
or people, ’ sai'5

"llan Baird of Teamsters local 933 c
ar

Francisco, California.

Indications are that the Coors
v
o”oett.

while just becinning, has been effective.

In California during 197?, for example,

Coors sales dropped 31 percent in f'e’ ruarv,

eight percent in ‘"arch, ant’. 19 percent it

'-aril compared to the sane nonths t’ie pre-

vious year. For the year, 656, 690 less

barrels of beer >-zare sold bv Coors in Cal-

ifornia oorpared to 1971.

hast year, Coors drooped from fourth to

fifth glace in sales among United States

breweries. Joseph Coors, president of

theoccavony, was rruoted in the few Cork

Times as saying that by 1919, onlv four

breweries vould be operating in this

country and he intended to ' xe one of then.

'■-hile Joseph Coors will not admit to

the success of tie boycott based on .sales

finures, he is resorting to otier tactics

which clearly reveal the truth that the

boycott is hurting his profits; his real

concern. These tactics include the re-

cent awarding of five distributorships in

Texas to "principles or co-orincinles"

who are Chicano; "increased support" for

college and technical .school scholarships
for Moxican-American students in Colora-

do: and the haring of Joe Benitos, oast

national president of the League of United

Latin American Citizens (LULAC) to a

position with the Coors public relations

department.
As a result of these recent develop-

ments, some Spanish socakinc national

organizations, including LULAC, have ao-

plauded these efforts, hailing Coors as

their saviour, and are calling off the

boycott. It is noted that Benites was

president of LULAC when the organization
called for an end o£ the boycott. In a

recent interview, when asked about some

of Coors practices (concerning cloud seed-

ing, durving wastes, tax evasion, police

equipment}-«ar •scppltesv■aha «fcflsWV'
Benites pleaded ootrolete ignorance. When

later probed about tte LULA.C decision, he

admitted that his organization had not

conducted a very thorough investigation.

It is only too obvious that selfish in

terests, a few monetary gains, and Span-

ish speaking national organizations dm

not represent the People. Justice,

equality, and humanity are not nurchased

with token gestures. The struwle for

human dignity and resoect v.*ill never be

liought with monetary concessions.

""lore is nothinr- Tyrone with Chicanos,

who have systematically been denied eoual

access to business opportunities, to dui—

’ sue business ventures: there is nothino

wrong with Chicanos seeking scholarships
to pursue hiober education; nor is

there anythin' wrong with Chicanos seek-

ing better job op-ortunities.
But when such opeortuniti.es serve onlv

as tactics to eacify people and to con-

fuse issues: when such tactics serve

only certain selfish interests: and ul-

timately, when such tactics serve only
to promote and perpetuate axistino racism,

discrimination, exploitation, and oppres-

sion at the expense of the people, as

are these tactics, they imsn’t be con-

doned but rather exposed and condemned.

Any form of acceptance of any of these

tokenisms is nothing more than prostitu-
tion. We do not liberate ourselves,

solve any of our problems, nor eliminate

any injustices by selling ourselves out

for infected dollars.

’toney and profits, the motives behind

the practices of tlic Coors operation have

never served humane interests. Instead,

they have only inflicted coin, miser'/,

and hatred. Only t’-rough our actions can

we put a stop to this dehunvanization.

Too often we’re led to believe that ve

as individuals, are trapped in a v-eh of

isolation, powerless to create any real

change. But the efforts of those boy-

cotting Coors prove to the contrary that

there is strength in struggle and unitv.

Through concerned efforts such as this

boycott, we can take a stand, make it

’mown, and be effective. Anv individual

dedicated to the principles of fairness,

. eouality, and justice will make the

statement through his/her actions.

■ - -■
/Bake a stand for nuestra Baza.

Educate others. BOYC7IT COOPS I
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